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Luke 16. ad; 
They bave Moſes and the Prophets, ec. 


James x. 10. , 
Take my Brethren, the Prophets for an Axanple, 


Amber. 1. 1. Off, e. 25. 

E xempid majorum propontmu., gue heque obſcuritatem af- 
ferunt ad intel/izeadum, peque al traflandam verſutias : Sit 
igitur 0b VU! 7” mg jorum a mſeipitne ſpeculum, non rabid; 
taty commer tum, imitanet reverentia, now diſvutaxd! 
aſldiza, 


Idem FOI de fide Reſurre&. 


V:uvann Patriarche, fc, Vivem:n 9 0s fi geſta, mo- 
reſque PAjul wn Loluerin un emitart ; AIVemar Crum PYa- 
mia, imitemnar 0:ſequia, predicens gretion 
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Heb. rr. 23. 


By Faith Moſes when be was Borne, was bid three Muntths 
of his Parents, becauſe they ſaw he was a proper Child, 
and they not afraid of the Kings Cemmandement. 


Oſephs Death Concluded the former Part, and the Sa. 
ered Story of thoſe meft holy Men, which the Spirir 
of God hath Recorded, and Gommended io. Peſlerity, 
for the fpace of 2368. Years, (for ſo many are computed 
from the Birch of the World, till Joſephs Death.) And 
this Second Part begins with Aſoſes his Birth, and a 
Nartative of the fignall Providetices which not long after 
ogcarred; For, By Faith Moſes, &ec. 
The firſt Parr. 

As Meſes his Preſexvation from the Tyranny of the Zgyp- 
?J4» Edit 2nd Inquiſition, Exod, 1, 15. was a moſt eminent 
werk of the Divine-all-rvlipg Providence ; ſo was it a meſt 
heroica!l! and Religious Att of his both affe&ionaie aud holy 
Parents; For thenugh Nature (not affifled by any other guide) 
will (nfficiently enſirnft Parents beth ro defire, and cndea- 
your (ang is therefore often fonnd to be very ingenious r© 
contrive wayes fer) the preſervation of cheir Ifſue : Yet Reli- 
gion bath ſharpens thoſe defires, which threatned and appre- 
hended hazards might either dull or divert, and alſo ſeconds 
and baeks thoſe endeavonrs which might be Ropped and lays 
with an infidell perſwaſion, and an unbelecving beleife of an 
impoſhble evenr. Nature is fall of jealonfies and fears, and ſo 
apt to make men doubtfn!l and remifſe; Religion is made up 
of hope and ingenuity, and renders Men clear, "EON, 
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and reſigned, For Faith in emminent dangers, both ſuper- 
adds reſolntion to the ſerupulens and faint wiſhings and 
wouldings of falſe and fearfull, and als diligence and con- 
fancy ro the reeoyling and revolting indeaverrs cf the ſame 
trayterous and declining nature ; Nature will not hold eng, 
anlefle Religion edramand in eheiſe; rerrorsand threats in che 
loſſe of life or effate will lay her eff, and cow her, unleile the 
euriliaries of grace be called in for affiſiance ; and when both 
theſe concur in this ſubordination, the effect is nor onely 2 
work of Nature, but an a& alſo of Faith. And this ſeems te 
be the caſe berwize Afoſes, and his Parents here ; affe&ion 
and harnanity teld them they ſhould endeavour bis preſerva- 
tion; and the way for that was, by his coneealement : Religion 
goes higher, and commanded them thus to doe ; and alſo afſſu- 
red rhem that what they did thus in obedience to her dictates, 
ſhould profper and (uecced, according to their affeionate de- 
fires and inclinations. Natare ſet forth the enterprize; Fgith 
kept it a foot. Nature ſaith, This I would doe : Faith (Jith, 
Goe on, and proſper ; Natare 1s right ſer, and never fayles, 
when ſhe is ſabjeR tothe conaſels and commands of Oraee. 

2, Bur Faith not well grounded, 1s either & fancy and de- 
lafion : or raſhneſſe and preſumption : and therefore it was 
noe ſufficient to dznominate this their concealernent an 46 of 
Faith, b=cauſe the concealers were perſwaded, and therefore 
preſumed that it would cake, and prove according to their ex- 
peRation, (for a firong perſuaſion, may bz a ſtrong and range 
deluſion ; a fantaſticke Faith is but the belecving a lye, 
+ Theſ. 2. 11.) unlefle allo they bad ſufficient Metives and 
A-gaments to bottome and found that perſwaſion and con- 
fidenee. a 

2. Now that Meſes his Parents had ſuch ſupports and 
errands for their concealement ; we have theſe following en- 
dgae2ments, and conſiderations, to evidence to us, and ſecure 
our Faith, that what they did, was done (as the Apoſile here 
declares) by Faith, - | 

Look then tpon this eontrivance with the Eye of Faith, 
and you will finde, by (zarching into the rule of La 

that 


Moſes bs A{inority. 
chat It Was a commanded werk, and defigne of Faith; For, 

1. Conſider it in ehef, that rut needs bs leoked on as an 
effe& and produRion of Faith, which hath an expreſſe reve- 
lation frem Heaven for its foundation; and Gods truth and 
goodnefle for its warranty and ſeenrity,, Now Aoſes his Pa- 
rents knew the Propheticall prediftions of dying /ſracl and 
Joſeph ; rhe former recorded Gev, 48. 21. the latter Gen. 56, 
25- and botk of tens relating to the Hebrews Deliverance, 
the accompliſhment whereof they fully beleeved, and appre- 
kended as approaching and drawing nigh. 

2. Cenſider it in hypothef, that the ſet time was come for 
the Hebrews Deliverance, and that Moſes ſhould be prefer 
ved, that he might be the Deliverer of his Brethren ; they had 
| high and eTgent Arguments to engage their beleife. For the 
former, They knew that Pharaohs rave was neer the height, 
and his tyranny alweft at the full, and thar God would declare 
his Power, in reſtraining and ſuppreſſing Pharaobs, Exod. 9, 
16. 17. that it was Gods uſuall Method to leade captivity 
captive, to confound the policies of Tyranty, when they ſeem 
co th?m moſt prudent , avd to ſubdue their power, when 
they appeare moſt potent to themſelves, and moſt terrible to 
his perſecuted people ; and withall, That God ww @ fare ard 
preſent refnge in due time of trouble, Pſal, 9,9,.10. 4nd Pſa. 
46. An for their confirmation (beſides theſe contemp/ative) 
they had experimentall grounds: For, de faffo, God (through 
the Relizious temper of the Hebrew Midwives, and the mot1- 
6ns of co npaſſion, and commen bumanity is ſome neigh - 
bouring Egyptians.) had preſerved many Hebrew Infants from 
that barbarous Maflacre which Pharaoh had projefed, and by 
kiscrael Eds ordered ; and therefore it was very obvious for 
Moſes his Parents {from thoſe received axiomes, and attefted 
experiments of Gogs googneſſe) to draw conclufions of mer- 
cy towards themſelves, and their tender Infant, and particu- 
larly to apply them to themſelves in his behalfe. For the lat- 
ter, That doſes ſhenuld be preſerved fer his Brethrens De. 
liverance, befdes what was contained and folded up in the 
generall Propoktions of hely Faith, Adoſes his Paren:s, 
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Moſes his 24 1nor1ty, 
(though we have tio expreſie ſpeciall Revelatioh in that Re- 
cord that they had) had ſome more diftin& and clear Deela. 
ration from God; which St, Steven» eARs 7, 10. ſeems to 
:epart, when he tells us, that doſes way, dro; md 239d, which 
the vulgar reades Gratws Des : Tremel, Di/eRwu Deo + and 
rne Genevah enclines co this ; and then this expreſſion is 
Arcumentatively full to onr purpoſe : Thus, God at Moſes 
is Birth, did repreſent to his Parents; and they according- 
iy did apprehend in him ſomewhat extraordinary, for which 
2c would geliver and preſerve him ; then Ged manifefted 
he: ſhould be his Fayonriteand Agent. Beza tranflates it, Di- 
v:nitzs veuuſtzs, which alſo is heme enough ; and the rather, 
becauſe ir fnlly accords with Philos reports eonecrning 
them, that they ſaw dguortper Shiv 5 nar ifiuny, a greater 
| bzauty er Majeſty of conntenance, then would belong to a 
Private or ordinary Perſon; and therefore that Ged had de- 
Gencd him for ſome Highand Honourable empleyment, ſome _ 
rare and extraordinary work and ſervice. Certainly, there 
appears very @ften in the eountenanees of Men, rayes and 
fireames of Wiſedom and Prudenee,'of Authority and Ma- 
jeliy, of quickneſle and _ciearnetle of Spirit, of magnanimity 
and greainefſe of courzee, that as from ſuch evidences (we in . 
our Valgaraccount) conclude them hopeful] and promifing; 
ſo where all theſe (as all theſe were in Moſes, and (fo nortori- 
ous to his Parents) are conſpicuouſly ſhining in a moſt i11n- 
frions, tranſcendent, and divine manner; there God hath, as 
it were, marked chem out for Places and Offices of eminency, 
renowne, and dignity : Yet if this rejation of St. Sreven may | 
fall ſhort of a convincing prooſc to this afſertion, That Aſoſes 
was tO be the Deliverer of his Brethren, and that God had 
diſcovered ſo to his Parents, then Moſes his own ſuppoſition 
Afrs 7, 25, Will eonglndingly inferr it ; For from thenee it 
1s M9it clear, That this was early revealed to Moſes, and that 
j. Was aiſe ſufficiently atd convincingly declared to the Ho- 
brews, (and Moſes his Parents were inch; and fo it yas ne- 
tifed, and remonRirated ro them allo, and. reaſon there 1p, 
9cih in reſpe@t of ikeir relation to Moſes, and their noble 
EN= 
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extrafion, to beleeve rather to them, then to the generality 
of the Hebrews) though the Seriptnreof the Old Teſtament 
he ffilent in it ; for otherwiſe how could Moſes (unlefle we 
will ſuppoſe what we may nor, that his ſuppoſition was ground 
lefle) ſuppoſe, that they would have underſood it, nnleſſe 
chis future eontingent had been preſaged to them ? Or why 
fhould Moſes reprove them, that they did not anderfiand. 
avnleſſe it had been duty in them to underftand ; avd not to 
underſtand culpable ? and this ic could not have becn, nn- 
lefle it had been propoſed to them ; and every propoſall of 
God is am objett of Faith ; and the beleife of every ſuch 
propoſall, an at? of Faith, And therefore from theſe pre- 
miſes it is evident, That what Zofes his Parents did, they 
(as it is here (et down) did by Faith, | 
4. But hew eat this af of Faith be verified of Mfoſer his 
Parents, when the Record Exod, 2, , aſcribes it ſolely to bis 
Mother ? Yes, becanſe the «# of the one, is deemed the aff 


of the other ; hewever, che filence of Moſes, in this particu- 


lar, cannet prejudge the Relation of St, Par/; nor the bare 
* reeicing of it arthe a of the Mother; neceſſarily exeJude the 
concurrence of the Father; and brobably, both were the de- 


figners; and though rhe fict advice might be from the Mo- 


- ther, (as uſually ir is with them to be more eager and paſſio- 
nate) yet his conſent went along ; and thongh ſhe appeared 
(ir being in_ſuch caſes alwayes more ſafe for them, ther 
their Husbands, and their afs more favoured and indalget 


then their Husbands, who are nor willing to be ſeen here. 


in) the onely ative Inftrument in Moſes his concealer, 
and managed it; yet he alſo was in truth as free, and wil- 
ling as the Mcther, 

5. But how ean it beſaid, they were wot afraid &c, when 
feare put them upon this contrivance and artifice ? and the 
noyſe of the Inguigtion forced them to this very harardous 
attempt er 

Yet their feare was not a feare of deſpaire, but of cre 
and caution ; not of aiftraft, but of wiſedom and pradence, 
which made them wiſely to foreſee, and warily to fore-ca? 


the 
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the prevention of the danger, and no way t0 retard er for- 
2>id daty : What humanity and religion eemmanded, the 

would adventure on; and-that as P:f, obſerver, Nov ob- 
/*aute Ediſto, notwithſtanding the ſeverity of the EdiA, aud 
would carefully, and ſollieicenfly proſeente it, nothing conld 
o5trafk their eadeavours for his preſervation, the enterprize 
all goe on, and in their confidence proſperonfly. The con- 
texture of the circumſtances of that provifion (ſe ordered, 
43 if they wiſely fore-ſaw both the danger and event;) for 
11s ſafety, ſeems to conclude the premiſes; The rare compo- 
ſition of the Arke wherein he was concealed, and expoſed ; 
The fituation of the Arte upon the Brinks of the River 
Nils, where Pheraobs Danghter uſed to Bathe, her Atten. 
dants not farr off te walk, and the Dames of the Conrt to 
Recreate themſelves ; The Party to whom Jofer was com. 
raitted, his Siſter; and her InftruRtions to attend him, and 
obſerve the ſuceefle, Thus, as the three Children, Das, xg. 
feared not Nebuchadnezzars Degree, (for they would net 
b;w, notwithſtanding the cruell and certain penalty for their 
recuſancy;) ſo theſe feared ver Pharaohs Order, let him 
threaten and puniſh as he would, they would be ſo natnra])! 
and religions, as to diſetarge their duty towards their ten- 
der Infant : But aboye all this, they nceded not to feare, 
neither morally conld they feare Pharaobs wrath ; for they 
did heleeve, their aFeAionate and holy care ang endeavours 
would prevent and ſtay, arreft and ſtop the precepts and 
jadgement of his Inferiour Conrt, by a cefſat executso, an 
Injunction and Decree from the Saprerne Lord and Judge 
of the whole Earth, | 


Tre Second Part. 


r, Moſes in his Infancy, his firſt entrance fnto the 
Wo:1d, is expoſed and left te the wide World, after he had 
been 2 while concealed ; his Parents are pat re hard ſhifts 
for his preſervation, either to hide him, or "leave him to all 
hazzrds, And thus it happened te Chriſt himſelfe, imme- 
diately after his Birth ; there were Plots, and Defignes ſor 

his 
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his Life, that his Parents were forced to fly for his ſafety, 
and remoye him into Egypt : And chus alſo it fareth with 
the Church of Chriſt ; ſhe hath no ſoener Conecived, and 
bronght forth to the Birth, but her Iflne is ſer on by the 
Dragon ta deyoure it, Rev. 12, 4. and ſhe, with her Ifſue, 
muſt fly inte the Wilderneſle for a hiding: place, to eſcape 
his fury. Further yet, this is the Pertion of every Member 
of Chrift ; he is no ſooner Born again by the Water and 
che Spirir, but the great Enemy of Mankind g>es about to 

yſen and corrupt him ; The old Serpent perſecutes the 
Seed of the Woman from the Cradle to the Grave, from: its 
Birth to its Bnr1all, by PR Ru 

2. Bur as God prepared a place in the Wilderneſſe to 
feed and nouriſh the Woman, Rewel, 12. 6, fore-warned 
Joſeph of Herods plot againft Chriſt, at. 2. 13, and pro- 
vided for Adoſes a Tutor and Curator ; ſo he will not leave 
his Members devoted to him in the hands of the Deftroyer, 
bur will 'with the cemptation, alſo make a way to cſeape, 
YT, 10; 1h; --: 

« If we with refignation wait Gods leiſare, in a Chri- 
tian nſe of the means, God will reward, and proſper, and 
blefſe our Endeavours, and Patience of Hope, not onely ace 
corging, but above and beyoad onr expeQation : Hoſes his 
earefull and tebder Mether aymed no further then his Pre- 
ſervation 3 God eratifics her Religions good Nature with 
larger bonnties ; fhe had alſo the delight and comiorr to 
Snckle and Swadle him, and not onely by conniveace 6r 
perwiſſion, bat by ſpeciali Favour and Commiſhon from 
Pharaohs Daughter ; not apon her own ptoper coſts ard 
charges, but with a eertain Honourable Salary and Stipend, 
and with full expeRation of high preferment in Pharaohs 
Court for a ſurpluſage : So tine 1s that of rhe Apeſile, Eph, 
3. 30. God # able to dove exceeding abundantly, above all that 
we c4y wake or think, And the Pſalmiſis ſuppohtion is here 
in ſome ſence affirmatively true, hen his Father ayd Ho- 
ther forſook, him, thes the Lord tock him up, Pal. 27. 10. for 
Moſes his Parents durſt not cake notice of him; neither was 
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there any to look for, or afrer him, bat a timerens Damo- 

ſell, who yet but looked at a diſtance ; God took the care 

chey upon himſelf, who is a preſent help, when-all other (e- 

cond auxiliaries faile co all diſtreſſed perſons; but above all 

others, to expoſed Infants,” Their Angels in Heaven,(when 

ne Guardians on Farth,) doe alwajes (ſaith our Saviour, Mar, 

18, 10,) behold the Face of my Father, ftand before, and 

abont him, as his Gnard, continnally te attend and wait for 

Orders towards their proteftion and preſervation : And as 

he appointeth his noble Hoſts to be their Overſeers and 

Aﬀiftants ; ſo he maketh the moſt hanourable among men 

ro be the infiraments of his goed providenee; Kings ſhall 
be their Narfing Fathers, and Queens their Nurfug Mothers, 

as Was here in effeft demonſirated, and was in fome part 
proved and experienced by Daviad, and ſo by him witneſſed 

and atteſted, Pſal, 22.9. 10.11, 

4. The experience of Gods merciſull diſpenſations, and 
gracions dealings, is a great ayd and affifance to our Faith, 
and a frong and powerfull encouragement for our chearſall 
dependance on Gods good providence, It was an experiment: 
which ſatisfied Peters ſeruple, removed his error and-preju. 
dice, and produecd that determination and concluſion of 
Faith, Of 4 trath, ] perceive that God i no reſpefier of per. 
ſons, AQts 10, 34. And it was an Argument of ſenſe which 
ferched that anſwer and confeffion of Faith from Thomas, 
Aly Lord, and my God : Bot as it is at help to Faith, ſo it 
is the ſctclement and firength of hope and ebedience ; for. 
mer favours proveke ns to thankfulneſſe in proſperity and 
aood dayes, and encline us to confidence and reſolaticn in 
adverſity, in dangerous and diffiealt times : take a proofe - 
and inſtance of both ; Joſephs rejeCtion of his Miſtrifle, her 
ſolicitations was grounded on his Maſters favour, and Gods 
yoodneſſe in his former deliverance, and preſent preferment, 
Gen. 29. 8, 9. Behold my maſter, &'s, asit he had ſaid, Sueb ay 
wuworthy complyance and condiſcention 4s ſhe moved,was both a 
fin agaivff God, and 21 inisftice againſt Pharach; the former an 
at of irreligion, the latter of ingratitute, both # great wicked- 

neſſe, 
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veſſe. When BexbDaded was in fraits, and knew not which 
way to turn himſelf ; his Servants eonnſelled him te joyn 
with them in a ſnbmiffion to eAheb King of 1ſrael , and 
the morive to this their counſel}, and his acceptance, and 
all their ſnbmiffien, was this; Behold vow, we have heard that 
the Kings of the Henſe of Iſrael are merciful Kings, &c. 
x Kings 20. 31. 32, Doubtlefle it is a good Argnment, God 
hath been found in this, and ſach emergencies, when we 
ſought unto him, therefore let us ſeek again to him ; he 
hath heard when we called, therefore let us call again: Da- 
vid frames ſuch an Argument, when from an induction of 
mereies, he ceneludes a continuation ; The Lord that deli- 
veres, &'c, 1 Sam. 17. 34+35- 36. 37, And Saint Pax! from 
the former experience of mercies, builds his fatare hopes 
of a ſnecefſion, 2 Cor. 1. 8, 9. 10, So true is that of the 
ſame hely Apoſtle, Row. 5. 4. 5; Patience worketh experi. 
ence, aud experience hope ; not an hypocriticall preſumption, 
which hath che lnck alwayes to be bafled ; bnt a grounded 
dependance, whieh maketh not aſhamed (as all hypecrites 
ſhall be, when their vain confiderees fayl them) which al- 
wayes obtains cither what ir expeats, oz better, or more, 8nd 
is therefore a rejoyeing hope, becanſe an obtaining. ver, 2. 
or which is more pertinent, Fecauſe the love of Ged % ſhed 
«broad, co. ver. 5. former receipts of mercies, hath produ- 
ced in our hearts a5 aſlaranee that God laveth ns: and if 
ſo, then we kxow that all thizgs work together for good to 
them that love Ged, Row, Þv. 28. and none but ſuch, God 
loves (o as to reward : And this mage the Pſaimift uſe. that 
Exhertation, Taff ard ſee that the Lord « good, & ec. Pſal. 34.8. 
and that ſolemn'and ſacred Protefiztion, 1 will rewewber the 

years, O's, Plal. 77, 10.11, 12. 13. | 
5. Acts of nature and reaſon, if performed in Faith, are 
taken in, and converted into Religion ; Aſoſes Parents did 
an'alt of watural affetiion is Faith, as was before cleared, 
and ſo they were not” onely 'naturall, bas religions and faith» 
fall for ſo doing': and' the ground hereof is, That as not the 
ops opergtum, net the doing of a work of Religien is a ny 
B 2 ad- 
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abfiraftedly and fimply confidered, removed from all ads 
janfs and eireumflances, (for even the moſt wicked tranſ- 
greflors may doe that which ſor the ſnbflance of the work is 
Religions, and yet they are not Religious in doing it, becauſe 
of a defailance in the right manner of performing ; as in 
Jehs his Zeale; the Phariſees Prayers; the Hypocrits Almes; 
for they doe thern not in ayme, reſpeA, and order to God 
and his Laws, bas to other ends and purpoſes, as is ex- 
preſſed, Hof. 7. 14.16. Zach, 9. 5.) ſo the mo common 
oft1 of life; of nature and eivility may become a#s of Faith 
«94 holy Religion, if they be duely circumflantiated, done 
ſpiritually and divinely, with relation and reference unto 
God, obedience and ſubmiſhon to his will ; for it is the 
manner of doing, and the end, which differenceth and &i- 
Rigguifhech holy and prophane aCtions, «Fs; of Faith, and 
as of Reaſon, of Grace and Natare : and therefore thoſe 
at; which materially are naturall and ciuill, ratienall and 
morall, if performed with a defire, a care, and conſcience to 
pleaſe God, they are formally and truely Religions, and 
Chritian ; as the Philippians Contribution ſent by Epaphrodi. 
ries, is Ealled a Sacrifice acceptable, [a Sarrifice acceptable] be- 
exuſe done to him with an Eye and reſpeAt to God; the li- 
berality was to Paul ;. the Saerifiee, the Service to God, and 
this ſaxFificd it, and adopted it into an holy office, or an 
af? of Faith, eAug.lib. 19. de Crv. Dei, eap. 15. throughont: 
6 To den>minate an «@ a duty of Faith, it is ſnificient 
to walk and meve according to that degree and meaſure of 
light we have received, and to beleeve propertienably to the 
evidence of the Revelation : That which flayed Moſes his 
Parents their Faith, and for which they were reputed faith- 
fall, was nor a elcar Phiſicall or: Mathemaiicall demonfira- 
tion, for this earries its evidenec (o firongly aleng with, 
chat it commands and forceth aſſent ; neither was it an 
Enthfiaſme, or immediate Revelation ; but ſuch motives 
and indacements as were before recited, which-amounted 
onely to Rirong and high probabilities, yet ſufficient enough 
in an humble moaz(} hear to prodnce Faith, a certainty of 
| a Jhxrence, 
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adherence, though not of evidence ; and this ſufficient to 
produce «#s and eperatiens of Faith, to p:ovoke to the obe- 
dience of Faith ; 4 bruiſed Reed God will not break, wor 
queuch a ſmorking Flax, Mat, 12.30, if we have but Faith 
ſo much as « greive (for alittle Faith, if ſound, is true Faith) 
of muſtard ſeed ; let the motives be what they will, if this 
encline and promote obedience, the leaſt degrce thereof is 
well pleaſing to Ged ; he will accept without being fnrniſhed 
with the nevi, full Armour of infallibilities and demon» 
firation.: Nathaxicls Faith had neither Bnthuſaſme, nor de- 
monſiration , but a Topick, or Argument, « paribus, backed 
by an hnmane teftimony er report, Joby 1, 48. and Chit 
approved this his Faith, and rewarded it with an higher 
conceſſion of grace, ver. yo. 51. and fe Chrift accepted Tho- 
»4as his Faith, though endnced by ſenfible experiments, Joh» 
20 28. whatſoever the infirument, or beginning, or motive 
of b:l*ife be, if that work by love, and work in us a care 
and defire to find the truth, bumilicy in following, and con- 
fancy in profeffing it, this ſhall be our reafonable ſervice 
of God. 


The third Part, the Prayer. 


Eternal! Lord God, in whom to belceve us Eternall life, 

give to 11 thy grace, which may ſuppreſſes every motion of 
infidelity that there be not in us an evil heart of unbeleife ; 
and however we be wot able to manage the ſhield of Faith, y:t 
perfe® rbou thy lrength inour weakneſſe, making it mighty throng! 
thy power working in ws, to pull down ffrong holds, caſt d:wne 
imaginations. and every high thing that exalteth it ſelf againſe 
the Knowlege of God. O holy Jeſm, the Eternall Word of the 
Father, we beleeve thou beff thi Words of Eteruall Life, Lord 
belp thon owur eubeleife. and increaſe onr Faith ; bring into 
captivity every thought to thine obedience, that thy ſervants ani 
followers may ſubmit to thee onr Lord and Maſter, refyning 
our Underſlandings to the Truth, our Wills to the Goodneſſe, 
oxr Aﬀett ions to the holinefſe of thy Precepts, avd by Hope de- 
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pending for [atiefatbion on thy preciow premiſes, O Imwortall 
aud all. gloriow Spirit, ſantifis nate tt all theſe means and 


methods which are the preparatives and Introdaitions of Faith, 


that they may be Inſtrumentall to Principle ws in wholeſome 
Doltrine, to beget in us 4 love of the truth, and obedience to 
;hy Laws, unto @ lively hope by the Reſarrefiion of Jeſws Chr iff 
from the Dead, and advance t to further degrees of Know. 
I: ge and ſpirituall Wiſedom, to the firit of obfignation, the 
02: fidence of hope, and the aſſurance of thine eternall love and 
f:v0ur : O holy bleſſed-and gloriow Trinity,to whom belougeth 
rte Kingdom, the Power, and the Glory threughont all eAyges, 


1/orld without end, Amen, | 
IMNEMMENMENMNANEYAR? 
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Heb. I1. 24+ 25. 26. 


By Faith Moſes when he was come to Years, refuſed to 
be called the Son of Pharaphs Dawnghter, 5c, 


F Oſes in his Infancy. and Minority being ſaved and 
M preſerved by a miraculous mercy ws dm pens, and 

in his Minority and riper Years preferred, educated, 
and advanced in Pharaobs Court : when he had ar- 
rived at full maturity\and firength of dayes, he bethinks 
himſelf how co cxereiſe his Princely-perfeRioms and accompliſhs 
ments; ſuppefing God had been ſo geod and gracions to him 
for ſome great and hononrable'ends, and purpoſes of werey: 
and belecving no better way to imploy thoſe powers, then 
in the ſervice of God, the intereſt and eoncerments of his 
Church and People ; and further eonceiving, God On 

a 
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had delivered h im, that he might be the Cheif and Prineipa)! 
Infirument of his glory in the Preſervation of his Fathers 


Houſe, and the redemption of kis Brethren 2«cording to the 
Fleſh ; For, By Faith, Sc, 


The firff Part. 


Q. But why ſhould Moſes deſert and relinquiſh Pharaohs 
Court in which he was ſo Flowourably Pducated and Enter- 


tained? Or why ſhonld he deny {for ſo the Vulgar renders it) 


the appellation and title of the Soune of Pharaohs Danghter, 


who by her tender Care and liberall bennty bad obliged kim ? 
Wa it not both grofſs ingratitude and great incivility thus to 
fleight her, and her high reſpec ? Conld he not at once be cal- 
led the Sonne of Pharaohs D aughter, aud be indeed the Child 
aud Servant of God ? a Comrtier, and a Chriffizn ? Did not 
Joſeph the holy Parriarch before him, live both magnificently 
ard religiouſly in the ſame Fyypt, and exjoyed the dignities 
and wealth thereof ? And long after ths, was nat Devout 
Efther Qzeen to Ahaſnerus ? Daniel avd his Afociates, No- 
bles to Nebuchadnezzar ? 

A. Douhtlefſe, had not Pharaeb and his Court been im- 
placable, and mereilefle Tyrants, violent Perſecutors of, and 
incerrigible, irreconcilable Knemies to the people of God, 
Moſes might ill have reſided in that Court, and without any 
violence to his Religion, poſſeſſed whatſoever Egypt affordes ; 
but in this jun#ure of rime, the caſe was otherwiſe to be 

ſtated, then it was when Joſeph, Effhey, and Daxiel had charge 

and eommand under Infidell Princes'; for theſe had liberty 

' andopportuniries to exerciſe their Religion, to improve and 
manage their Royall Priviledges and immunities to the be- 
hooſe and advantage of their eivill and ſacred relations ; 
whereas Hoſes mnt eicher in a baſe avd unworthy ct:mply- 
ance joyn with the Egyptians to'ver them whom God had 
wounded'; of in a dall fleepy ſcenrity, and Epicurean (ofc- 
nefſe, negle& the remembrance and afflitions ef Joſeph, an 
Rif:, and choke that publike'Spiric which God had eridowed, 
| and 
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and enobled him withall for eminent and illaftrious atcheive- 
ments 4 for beſides what is above mentioned, Aoſe: had ſuf 


_ ficient Authority and Commiſſion to enterprize and nnder- 


take the Deliverance of his Hebrew Brethren from the Egypti- 
au Bondige; a Command, Call, and Orders from God, the 
Lord of Lords, the onely Supreme, and ſo, as Pharaohs cru- 
eliy did leſſen 4foſes his Obligation of gratitude, (for he 
being a Publique Spirit, and no pure ſelf-lover, every indig- 
nity and injury to his Brethren, was ſo to him) ſo Gods cem- 
mand did quite: ſuperſede all Obligations to Pharacb his 
Panghter or Court; both, becauſt they were but the Infiru- 
ments of Gods providence, who of Enemies, made them 
Friends and BenefaQors ; and (o the higheſt Obligation was 
to the principall efficient God, and alſo, becauſe a command 
from God (to whom proud Pharaoh was bat a mean Sub- 
1:7) the Supreme of all, doth nnjl and veyd all Orders and 
Obedience to the Inferiour ; for though Religion deth nor 
rake. away, or diſanall rhe tyes of Nature and Civility, but 
rather enforce and perfe# them; yer, where their Raler and 
Offices are counter-checked by an exprefſe command or prohi« 
bition from God, there it is Religion and Duty to wave them, 
and obſerve the exprefle, | The reſalt then is this, That if it 
come to this paſſe and point, that our temporal! preferments 
and poſſeſſions, onr naturall er civill endearments be either 
inconfiftent with, or prejudigiall to our holy profefſion, any 
lets or hinderanees to us in the diſcharge and performance of 
the duties of Piety or Charity, the love of God and Man, 
then we are by all means to quit and diſ-own them ; we muſt 
come our of Below, thongh our Interefts be there, if we ean- 
not ſay but we muſt partake of their fins; we muſt forfake 
Egypt, if ſhe diftreſſe the People of God and our precious 
Faith ; for we eannot ſerve Ged and Mammon, Chriſt and 
Belial. 1-458 
' Q. But what? « thers ſuch 4 power. and faculty in man to 
refuſe, or ehooſe what he wil? And if (ſo, then doth not tha” 

power necefſarily infarr a freedom. in the will of man ? 
A, Certainly man is a free Agent in all his exerciſes and 
operation?, 


Moſes bi Chotce. 


operations and what he doth not freely, he doth not 25 a 
man, bat as 4 horſe and mule, which have wo underflandirg ; 
and we are forbidden to be ſuch, Pſal, $3.10. for it is natu- 
rall for the will of man to move freely, rationally, and deli- 
berately; and this freedom, or liberty of the will, is an eſſen- 
tiall of humanity ; and the proper a of that freedom is 
Eleftion, whieh is expoſed both to coaftion and compnlſion : 
(Voluntas nos eogitur ; for that which is compelled, is againſt 
che will ; and that waich is againft the will, is not willed : 
It is true, the will may be letted, changed, and the com- 
manded atjexs thereof compelled, that is, thoſe inferi-ur 
faculties which are moved by the will ; bur che immanenc 
ations of the will, that is to deliberate, will and chooſe 
cannot he {o) and alſo to neceffiration and determinatien 
t© one; For if the will be determined by the Phyficall and 

. Tpecial! influence of outward cauſes; then motives were in 
vain, reaſon in vain, deliberation in vain, all perſwaſions 
and threats In vain : but therefore are theſe uſed, beeauſe 
wan bath a power of Ele», that he may deliberate and 
aft indifferently, and either doe, or not doe; or doe this, or 
the contrary. For what exerciſe have we of out wills, if we 
aft not voluntary ? And hew att we voluntarily, if we be 
pecefficated” abſolutely ? And to what end and defigne ara 
thoſe terrcors, and promiſes of the Lord, the danger we ſhall 
incurr by our difpbedienee, and the reward we ſhall reape 
by our obedicnee, if they be nor as ra:ional) motives, and 
have not with them a periuaſive efficacy ? It is true indeed, 
that the will often mifiakes, and errs in her choyce, putting 
' bitter for ſweer, evill for good, and one the contrary + But this 
| proceeds not from any forfeiture of what was naturall to 
the will, (and all, or certainly very few excepted, confefſe 
that efdam had true and entire liberty) buc from the cor- 
ruption of nature, or the naturalil. facu'ty depraved, (which 
1s a contraed contagien) whereby we are averſe and ir- 
diſpoſed to good, we are refraftory and rebellions to the 
very Laws of Nature, as well as of Grace ; of right Rea- 
lon, as holy Religion ; and we are prone aud ſtrongly en- 
-G _ lined 
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elitied ts obierve and follow the defires and delights of the 
carvall ſenſitive apperite, and to fatisfie the Juſts of che fleſh; 
for the underfanding is full of ignorance and (darknefle, 
Curing this ſtate of eorraption, of pride and contradiftion, 
againſt all {acred and (aving truth ; the will is fall of en- 
micy and oppoſition again(t that whieh 1s good, the conſet- 
ence ſull of impurity and ſophyſtry, the Freart of folly and 
mwacnelle, of infidelity and hypeeryfie ; and therefore no 
wonder if every imagination, fancy, and conception of the 
heart be unto evill, and that continnally : Yet even 1n theſe 
aptneſſes, inclinations, and prejudices, the will moves free. 
ly, and abts by choyce : For as Angels, and good Spirits, 
by a moſt free ageney, doe goed, and nothing but good, 
becauſe their underſtandings are taken np with the con. 
replation and (atisfaftion, and their affe@ions with the 
defices and delight of good onely : So Devills, and Wicked 
men long and thirſt, purſue and proſecute fin, by ehuſin 

the evill, and reſufing the gogd, having the nnder/tandin 

darkened, being aliengred from the life of God, through the 
igrorance that ts in them, becauſe of the blinduefſe of thtir heart, 
Epheſ. 4. 1$.and (o allowing and approving of ſfinne and wick- 
edneſle; So that whether the objeA be choſen geod or evill, 
the will ats i aeraiptnes, by deliberation, and with indiffe- 
reney,”thoueh that the gocd 1s choſen, be from the cauſality 
of Faith, and influences of ſpirituall Grace ; thar evill from 
the corruption of Natnre, either tranſmitted and paſſed over 
ro ns by carnal! propagation, or contrated by vitious ha. 
bits, cuſtornes, and edncation ; and this properly concerts. 
not the liberty of the Agent, bat onely expreſſeth the rea- 
ſons, cauſes, and motives, for which he thns'exerciſeth and 
manageth his liberty : It was from Natuce that Hoſes chuſed, 
or made a choyee ; it was by Faith he made this choyce, He 
chuſed rather to ſuffer affiition, &e, 

Q. Brut what ? doth Paith Catechiſe and direft men rather 
to [uſfer affiition ? Can ſufferings be the objefts of our defiret 
«rd lougings ? Or, are affuttions in numero eligibilium, wat- 
'ers worthy of onr eltfticn and complecency ? 


A ( Doubt« 
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4, Doubtlefle they are in ſome degree and mean: 
though net of themſelves; yet ſecondarily in reſpe 
of their ſes, as they relate either to the prevention of a 
greater threatned and demerited impendant cvi!l ; or as they 
conduce to ſome preſent, er future ecod, For, ſemetimes 
they are Fatherly correftions, to avoyd the wrath and ſeve- 
rity of dif. inheriting ; When we are judged, we are chaftened 
of the Lord, that we ſhould not be condemned with the Werld, 
x Cor. II, 32, and that is an happy tzmporall jadgemenr, 
which barrs an Ecernall; a defireable ehafticement, which 
wards off future condemnation, Sometimes they are In- 
RrnAions, It i good for me that | have been iffhifled © that 
1 might learn thy Statutes, Pſal. 119. 51. ard to receive Ins 
firnAion 1s highly appetible, and thar with the moſt inge- 
nuons and noble, as weil as holy and religions ſpirits, Some- 
rimes tney are preparatives for Glory, having not onely 2 
purging, but allo a purifying quality ; 2 Cor. 4. 17. 18. Fer 
eur light affiiftion which vu but for a miment, worketh for us 
4 far more exceeding and eternall weight of Glory, While we 
look not at the things which are ſeen, but at the things which 
tire not ſeen : for the things which are ſcen, are tewiporall ; bur 
the things which are not ſeen, are eternal, Sometimes they 
are diſcoveries of the truth of the inward parts, of our f6n- 
ecrity, That the tryall of onr Faith, being much more preci- 
oms then of Gold that perifheth, thergh it be tryed with fire, 
might be forind wnts prayſe, aud honour, aud glory, at the AD - 
pearing of Jeſw Chriff, x Pet, 1, 7. that chongh they be 
ſharp and birtins, yer have they in them ſomewhar of the 
bounms jucundumn , but indirealy, ard by conſequenee, For we 
are to count it all joy when we fall into divers temptations, 
Knowing this, that the trying of your Faith worketh patience, 
James 1.2. 4, much of the Honeffarn, that the tryall of your 
Faith wight be precious, &e, 1 Pet. 1, 7. Tie Apoſtles ads 
judged their ſufferings hanourable, 4s 5. 41, and there- 
fore, they refoyoed that they were counted worthy to ſnffer hams 
for ba Nawe. Add to this, they conform us ro Chrift our 
Head, the Prince of ſufferings, who by bis tufferings hath 

C2 _ : ſanſtified 
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ſanAified and enobled all ours; but they are oft of all of 
the etsle, they are infinitely profitable to prevent the great- 
eſt evills, and t& procure and ſecure the greateſt good; and 
it they be in ſome degree all theſe, both. joyous, and honou- 
rable, and proficable, then alſo they muft be eligible ; noc 
fimply and abſolutely, for ſo they are not; beeauſe mala pers, 
evills for fin, or the evills of puniſhment, conrrary to Na- 
tare ; but comparatively, and npen ſuppoſition ; nor as the 
matter of our firſt, but ſecond, and ſometimes better choyce, 
when they are received as Medicines, taken as tryalls of the 
moſt eminent graces of humilicy, contentation, meekneſſe, 
iedfaſinefſe, and Faith ; and when managed to the uſe and 
exerciſe of theſe ; or when applyed as aſlarances of after 
felicities ; and thus even Death ir (elfe may be deſired, as a 
determination of humane imperiſetions and miſeties, as an 
IntrodnQien to a new and more excellent life; Thug Elj«s 
prayed, that God world take away hi life, x Kings 19, 4, 
net peſitively, or peremptorily (for he fled for it's (afery) 
but cenditianally, rather then Baal ſhould ſeem to prevaile 
againſt God ; rather then he ſee the whole deligne of Abab 
and Jczabell ated with all futy and eruelty apon the Pro. 
phets ef the Lord. And Saint Parl knew not what tochuſe 
in that Rirait, Life or Death ; yet his defre was rather to de- 
part, becauſe thereby he ſhould obtain to be with Chrif, Phil, 
r. 23. and we leng toe be cloathed, Fo, 2 Cor, 5.4 and,we are 
willing rather to be abſent in the body, and to be preſent with 
the Lord, ver. 8, And this was the caſe of Hoſes his choyee, 
it was not through paſſion ; but with deliberation, with 
a uiAv rather; the at was neither purely voluntary, nor 
involuntary, but mixt; as Patients take bitter Pills and Pos 
tions, rather then they will languifh and conſure, ſuffer 
one part of tie body to be Cauterized or arnputared, and 
cut off, racher then the whole periſh ; as. Mariners in a 
Scorme at Sea, will rather loſe their goods, then lives; and 
Meſes did this the rather, becauſe he efteemed his and their 
ſuff-rings, the ſufferings of Chriſt, 
Q. But how were they the ſufferings, or reproch of Chriſt! 
| Is as 
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Was Chriſt then exhibited in the fleſh ? Or conld he ſuffer, 
who had no fleſh to ſuffer iv ? Or con/d Pharaoh reproch bim 
whom he knew not, whoſe Perſon was without his reach, and 
 noway ſubjcth to his power ? 

A. Deubtleſſe their ſoftcrings here, have the appellation 
of the reproch of Chriſt upon the ſame account, that Saint 
P awls reproches are (tiled, the aff: ftions of Chriff, Col. r. 24. 
for, as Chriſt could not ſuffer perſonally before he afflumed 
eur Nature, and took our fleſh ; ſo neither was it poſſible 
for him to ſuffer afrer the ReſurreQion of his Fleſh, and that 
his Body was Glorified : For, on the Crofle, his ſafferings 
had their determination, and period, with that Conſumma. 
turn oft, It is finiſhed, /ohv 19,30, And Saint Paul tells ns, 

Chriſt being rayſed from the Dead, dyeth no more, death hath 
' #0 more dominion over hins, Rom. 6. 9. and if not Death, 
then no penalties, or miſeries, which are but either the Har- 
bingers, and Fore-runvers, or Attendants and Followers of 


Death. So that this varus rs ger”, and that Salbis, is 


2ll one ; Chriſt, beſore his Incarnation, and after his Glo- 
rification, ſuffers, and is reproched; not in his Perſonal! ca- 
pacity, as he was during his refdence on Earth; but in his 
politick capacity; and in this confideration, he was from all 
Ecernity, Jeſs Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, aud ts day, and for 
ever ; and he ſuffers, and did alwayes ſuffer, when any part 
of his Body ſuffereth, As therefore in eſes and his Hebrews, 
Chrik myſticall was repreched ;, ſo in Saint Paaxl, and the 
then Chureh of Chrift, he was myfltically aflifted : Chriſt 
ever did, and now doth ſuffer in his Members; he ever did, 
and fill doth count their afflitions his own : God did fo, 
. (!ſay 63. 9.) and ftill deth (@ ; witneſſe that Voyee from 
Heaven, As g, q Saul, Sanl, why perſecuteſt thou me, ut- 
. tered by Chrift: and ver. 5, / am Jeſws, whom thou perſecu- 
teſt in his Members ; For he that toucheth them, toucheth the 
Apple of his Eye, Zach, 2. $. for he 1s the Head of his Be- 
dy, the Church ; andthe Head is {enfble ef the ſuferings of 
the Body ? nay, the Chureh is expreſly called Chriff, x Cor. 
2,12. For 4s the Body i ons, and hath many Miumbers, and 
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a'! the "lembers of that one Body, being many, are one Body, 
fo alſo & Chiifſt. He ſaith net, /ta & Chy:fts , but, Ira & 
Chriſts, n»um Chriſtum appellani capat & corpus, Avg, de 
peeg. mer, lib. 1: eap. 31. to is Chrift, (ſo is the whole, con. 
lifting of Head and Members ; the denomination is taken, 
not from the ſubordinate Members of the Body : but from 
the ſnpreme, the Head ; ſs 1s Chrift, that ts, Chrift miſti. 
{icall, And that this is the genuine meaning of this place, 

may be concluded from that we find exprefled, Gal, 3, 16. 
Now to Abraham a#d his Seed were the Promiſes: made ; He 
with wot, And to Steds, as of manzy, but as of one, And to 

thy Seed, which # Chriff, And therefore, this moſt fignifi. 
eantly, and comfertably dech denote and aſcertain unto ny, 
that eloſe union and conjunRtion betwixt Chriſt the Head, 
and the (hurch, his Body , and from thence reſults that ſym. 
pathy and compaſſion of Chr:ft, in the ſufferings aud inju- 
ries of his people and ſervants, Now, that the beleeving He. 
brews (for otherwiſe this would nor. have beem' argumenta-. 
tive to them) had alſo this perſwaken ; there are beſides the 
fore-mentioned, two places in the Old Teſtament convin- 
cingly to demonſirate it. That place where David in ſpirit 
ealled [Chrit} Lord ; Pſal. x10. 1. The Lord ſaid nnte my 
Lord, &'c, My Lerd indeed fidueially, and obedientially ; 
but wor exelnſively : for it is plain, he was Lord over the 
Colle&ive Body, the whole Iſracl of God, a Ruling Lord over 
his People, whereef David was but one, though a Chiefe 
one, Andas David thns gives usan acconntof his Faith, That 
he expefted a Mefhas; and beleeved that that Meffias was 
the Head of the People, the Lordof the aggregated of 1/rael; 
ſo he affnres vs, that that perſnaſion was a part of the Jew- 
h Creed ; for that whele /ſracl eſteemed and adjudged, that 
a'l projeas and defignes to proſecute and opprefle the Peo- 
of God, were conſpiracies and affociations againſt the Lord, 
and againſt his Aninted, Pial, 1.2. Moſes therefore did chuſe 
both Religionſly, and Prudently, beeauſe he effeemed bis and 
his Brethrens ſufferings, the reproch of (hriſt , a choice not of 
FaRion, but Faith, becauſe of a flate and condition where- 
in 
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i9 Chrift his Lord was interefied and concerned ; yet Io- 
ſes had nor onely this morive of Faith to perſwade him to 
this choiee ; but he had another alſo, and that a powerful! 
one; For he had reſpet alſo to the recompence of the Reward, 
that 1s, beleeved the Deliverance of his People was approch - 
ing, and they ſhoald receive the promiſed [nheritanes,. the 
Land of Canaan, a Type and Figure of Heaven. , 

Q. But what ? doth Paith Eye temporall Objetts ? or, arz 
remporaltics as well as ſſiritualties taken into the copnizauce of 
Faith ? or, is that true Faith which moves for either of theſe 
reſpeits ? could Moſes fight the Lords Battells, and look for 
Pay, or Recompence ? 1: ot thus to be a mercinary Souldier, 
yo WVolnuntiere ? or rather, thus to att, Is it not to love our 
ſelves, and the reward , uot the Lord and bis Service ? Is it 
wot po ſerve him for Hire, not for Daty ? 

A, Indeed it is moſt true, That the Glory of Ged ſhould 
| be both the prime movyef, and ultimate end of all aQions 
which are truely Religions, becauſe all Religion is to be ter- 
minated in God ; yet our immortall ſonles, whoſe chiefe fe- 
licity and complement, is the Union and fruition of God, 
may deſervedly challenge our ſecondary and ſubordinate 
thonghts and reſpeRs, both becauſe that in theſe refpeF3s, we 
zyme at God, who 1s our perfe&tion, and reward ; and alfo 
becauſe our reſpeAs are regular, when we take in the inter 
mediate end, witn order and reſpe& to the laſt ard chiefelt ; 
For in this caſe, we overlook onr ſelves, by Eying an higher 
and more glorious Obje@ : And for this we have warranty, 
beth from thoſe Precepts which ex/ira# us to ſeek, the King. 
dom of God ; to lay up a ſure Foundation of good works, for 
the hope of the Eternall Reward, to ſtrive with all care to [e> 
care our Eleflion, Lnke 16.9, 1 Cor. 9. 24, Tit.2. 12.13. 
Coloſ. y. 23. and alſo from thoſe great prefidents who have 
prattiſed before us ; Moſes here in this place 3; Saint Pas!/, 
Phil, 3.11.12. If by any means I might attain wito the Ke- 
ſarreFFion of the dead, Not as though I had already attained, 
either was already perfoft : bm) 1 follow after, if- that I may ap- 
proh:nd that for which alſo I am apprehended of Chriſt I:ſws. 

Orr 
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Oar Saviour Chcift, that grand Exemplar, Heb. 12. 2. Looks 
155 unto Teſw the author and finiſher of our Faith, who for the 
jey that was ſet before him, exdured the croſſe, deſpifug the ſhame, 
x4 is ſet down at the right hand of the throne of God, And 
2iſo from good Reaſon ; for, Q#s art: finem, nult media, and 
* contra ; now God commands the means, fzith, and the end 
of thas is ſalvation, x Pet, 1. 9g, Receiving the end of your 
Fiich, even the ſalvation of your ſoules, He eommands holt- 
neſſe of life, and the end of that, & Eterzall Life, Rom, 6.22, 
an happy end is 2 great provocation and enconragement to 
«i801; and fer this end, God propoſeth to ns that moſt bleſ- 
ſed and comfortable end; The reſule 12 this, That te «ff 
wmeerly propter mercedem, for an hire, is flaviſh and ſelf-iſh; 
but to doe ex intuitu merceds, to leok upon the Reward, as 
a7 incitement and comfort, is a moſt uſefull help, and fo 
morally necefſary to piety and devotion, 1 Cor. 15. 58, There- 
fore my beloved brethren, be ye fedfaſt, unmoveable, alwayes 
abounding mm the work of the Lord, foraſmuch ai you know os 


gorr labour ts wot in vain in the Lord. Col. 3, 24. Knowing 


that of the Lord ye fell reccive the reward of the inheritance : 
for ye ſerve the Lord Chriſt, xTir. 4.8. Henceforth there « 
lajd mp for me « crown of righteouſneſſe, which the Lord ths 
righteors Indge (hall give me at that day; avd not to me only, 
but anto them alſo that love his appearing, 


The Secoud Part. 


1. By Faith, For Fleſh aud Bloed would have perſwaded 
ZF1gſes to a eontrary choice, to continuance and reſidence in 
Pharaohs Court; and if he had conſulted with worldly men 
concerning his Defigne, if they diſliked his Perſon, he would 
he cenſured and derided, as weak and unpolitick ; if they had 
a kindnefle for him, they would rebuke him, as Peter did our 
Savionr, npon a ſomwhat like account; Be it far from thee 
Lord , Thus (hall not be unto thee, Mar. 16. 22. But Faith ad- 
viſeth not with Fleſh and Blood, neither reſolves with the men 
of this world, No, it adviſeth with the Word of God, and 

relolves 
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reſolves with the Church of God ; and therefore that which 

the World ſo mich admires and faneics, the eallancry and 

ſplendor of a Prinecs Court, the Title and Dignity of his 

Soenne and Favourite, the Treaſures of his Exchequer, he did 

with" great refigoation and freedom relinquiſh and forſake : 

And whieh 1s yet more, that the World moſt diſlikes and 2b- 

horrs, poverty, perſecution, ignominy, (yery, he did wich 

mach cheerfulneſic embrace ; for then he left the powerfull 

prevailing party, and kded with an affiifted, and deſpiſed pro- 

ple, vexed and oppreſſed with arbitrary impsfitions, and in- 

hamane ſervitndes. See what Faith can doe + ir can over- 

come the World, it can connt all things but loffe, to be found 

in Chriſt : Ic is Faith; and nething but Faith, thar ſers a juſt 

eſtimate and value of things ; not becauſe currant. but be- 

cauſe worthy, that diftinguiſhed betwixt ruth and appea- 

rances, ſubRantiall,and famafiick happiteſles; and fo makes 

a Chriftiam eftcem and adjudge the perſcertiens of an koly 

Church, an higher preferment, then the promotions of a ty- 

rxannicall Court; that more then H:athenifh Law of ſelf-pre- 

ſervation, is ſuperſeded by Chrifi, Mar. ro. 33.(Whboſvever ſhall 

deny me before men, him will 1 alſo devy before my Father 
which & in Heaven, Ang ver. 37. 38. 29. He that loveth Fa- 

ther or Mather more then me, © not worthy of me, and he that 

laveth Sou or Daughter more thex me, ts xat wrthy of me, And 

be that taksth not Hi erofſe, and followeth after me, ts not wor- 

thy of me, He that firdeih his life, ſhall loſe it ; and he that 

leſeth his life for wy ſake. ſhall find it ; ) and:{@ aboliſhed by 

that Law of Faith whied he preſcribed. 

2. By Faith, beeanie done in obedievee to that Law and 

Rule of Faith, whichrke Captain, and High Prieſt of our pro- 

fefion had exatFed aud ordered, The main difference betwixt 

that 'epyor 746 mig to, x1 Theſ. I, g. the Work of Faith. whieh 

1s the finccre obſervation of Chriſt precepts, and that ipyor Te” 
rut, Rows, 2.15. the work of the Law written in our hearts, 
which is the diftates of a naturall conſcience. and the eemmon 
notions of humanity, betwixt an att of Grace, avd that of 
Nazwre; that the owe is dane _ rationally, the other obe- 


25 


dientially ; 
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dientially ; the 6ne is '@ faculty, the other a duty that we 
performe as iman, 2 rationall creature made by God, and ſo 
his «7{-az,; the other as a Chriſtian, a devout ſworn ſervant 
of Jeſw Chrift, who hath brought into captivity every thought, 
even the mot rationall, meſt excellent thought or ſuggeftion 
of Nature, to the obedienceof Chriff, 2 Cor. ro. 5. as the elef? 
of God, holy and beleved; and ſo his mine, created in Chrift 
Jeſw wnts good Works, Epheſ. 2.10. that is done in reſpe& 
and regard to onr ſelves; this with reference and relation to 
God. This indeed is that, which both conſticates, and de- 
nominateth an «&#, che work of Paith, that it is both truely 
done, and truely ſaid to. be.dene by Faith, that it is done in 
obedience to God, ſubmiſhon te his will, and in order to his 
olory, The ſame «tt for the ſnbfianee may be both morall 
and ſpiritnall ; that which differenceth them is the manner 
and endof doing : for ſome good things are done by a com- 
men light of Reaſon, and with a freedom and ingennity of 
Spirit; and thoſe are heroieall, noble aBjoxs, and it's genero- 
firy ; ſome with reſpetF ro humane ſociety, neighbour. hood, 
and conformity ts. the Laws,of that place where they live, 
and theſe arecivill, morall-«Qjong, and it's eivility or policy; 
ſome are with fincere affections to Cod, and obedience to his 
willand word, and theſe are Divine Spirituall a#ions, and it's 
Faith and Religion which enjoyns and requires theſe, 4g, 
[1b, 19. de cit, Dei. cap. 25, throughout, 

3 Butthis a# of Moſes was beth worally good ; for when 
he was at years, he nndertook the. exuſe of the oppreſſed, ir 
was heroically good ; for then alſo his Reaſon was at the fall, 
and he did work freely and generouſly ; ic was ſpiritually good, 
beeauſe then allo he knew it was the will of his God, and he 
did it faithſully ; Reaſon told him the enterprize was both 
juſt and honourable, and ſo morally good; reaſon condutted: 
by religion, aſcertain'd aim it was both juſt, hononrable;/and' 
holy, and ſo diviaely.gaod; And therefore it. is: add&d, Win 
he was 4! yours. $3 pe bihg 

4. hen he way at years, when his reaſon: was ripe, and. 
his faith aAive and firring, or come to mararicy, fault" forty* 

years 
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yeurs of age, Hits 7, 23, For had Moſes retultd thoſe offers 
of Pharaebs Daughter, &e. in his Infancy, and reader age, it 
wignt have been interpreted folly, and childiſbneſſe; or (if 
aiter in his minority, and lefſe diſcerning age) weakneſſe, and 
inexperience ; or, (if vpem the perſwations of his Parcuts) 
this at the Heſt, would bs called, goed Nature; at the worſt 
be taken for 7:di/oretion, or vaiu glory, and fo Rill he might 
be {ſuppoſed to refnſe he knew not what. fer why, And very 
likely thus, or (ome one of theſe wayes, ir was eenſared at 
Cont, and he cieemed a raſh, unforinnare fellow, that ficod 
in his even light, and hindered his own preferment, Bur 2s 
Luther in another eaſe, aliter Rowe, Oc, (o here; they were 
of one Opinion at Court, it was rhought otherwiſe in Heaven. 
For Moſes was now of a very diſcerning Spirit, being in fail 
height and vigor, both of body and mind; a great chſerver 
of 'canſes, and of great abilities to diftinguiſh and ſeparate 
berwixe the precions, and the vile, having all advanrages to 
improve his judgement, and ſufficient oppo: tunitics tb bal- 
lance every thing aright, to rake and make an exaG acconnt 
of wiſdom and folly, of a moment, and Eternity : ſo that this 
a& of his reprobation and eleQion, was not conjeRtnrall up- 
on peradvertures, or ſnarmiſes, but prudentiall; not upon any 
humane conlideration, of caſe, pleaſure, profir, or honour, &c, 
but upon conviction of conſcience; not of a ſcrupulous eon- 
ſcience gnided by light and undilecufſed Arguments ner 
througly weighed, or not right ſet with an even hand ; nci- 
ther by at! erronious miſtake of good fer had; nor an opini- 
onative eomplyance with the examples and conecits of others ? 
bur of conſcience rightly enformed, walking exatly according 
to it's Rule, Jeſus Chriſt onr Lord would have engagers and 
ſubſeribers to his Diſcipleſhipand Government, to ponger and 
ro conſider before hand what they are reſolving, whether they 
exh endure the contempts and hatreds of the world, the eom- 
mon attendants of his ſervice; whether they can be conten: 
to follow and take part with that. perſecuted Prince, the King 
of ſufferings, and his little Floek, his de'piſed, ſequeſtred, 
plandered Sebje#s, left, in _ conelukon, they prove "Oy 
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that ridienions Husband, who begun to buile, Fichone pro 


_ portioning the charges, and his abilities; or comparing the 


expences, and his revenues: Good Works onght alſo to be 
well dene, wich ſober adviſe, and religions prudence, leſt they 
loſe their yalue, and degenerate into indilcretions, raſhneſfle, 
or heat of ſpirit : and therefore the ejrcamſtance of time is 
fignanter dittum, is taken for a further proof of Moſes his 
Faith, When he was at years : For, 

1. Youth is ſuſfetFed, and eommonly, if that Ape pro. 
duce any goed Fruit, it ſon decayes ; and i: it follow nor the . 
vanities of the World, it is much under reſiraint : And 
therefore eAriffotle reſolves, That a youns man was not 
binTzos expoares, a fit hearerof the teyerer precepts of mora- 
lity, 4:4 m xam' nay05 the nat Pin iy fxxgr, beeauſe aſually 
with them, paſſi>n and vanity rules all, and commands. in 
chief; and with them, there is an imperm, or fervor, their 
Paſſions arc violent and head-frong, 

2. As this clauſe was added, to (hew ie was a dil-pafſie- 
nate 7, nor moved thereto by any yourthfu!ll heat or inci- 
tation; ſo it was unprejuetcate, diretly contrary its thoſe 
prejudices his Education might have infuſed into him. Paffi- 
on and prejudice are two great tyrants, and where theſe 
ſway, Reaſon and Religion are excepted or exiled : and youth 
is mot ſwhjet? ro paſhien ; and Education moſt apt to beger 
and breed a prejudice ; and ſo theſe words may ſeem te be in- 
ſerted, both to denote, that as this aff ef Moſes was no paitio- 
nate fit, or pange of Youth ; ſo it could not be an effe# of 
his Eduearion, for this ſhould have biaſſed him the other way, 
2s being all his minority trayned np in Pharaohs Court, and 
cutored in the Egyptian Learning. Strange it was, his Piety 
(honld chas crofle his Education, that in the conflnence cf 
worldly ſatis'a&ion,(if they deſerve that expreſſiop) he ſhould 
contemplate the excclleneies and perſections of the Eternall 
Reward : For, Quod ſemel eff imbauta,&c, Education (eſpeeis 
a.ly unto what alſo we are naturally inclined, as all are, to 
folly atd vanity) hath a great influence on our aſter diſpo- 
fitions, 2nd converſations : And thoſe (ollies we have been 

| acquainted 
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acquainted with in onr ſofter Age, we after fanty and dote 
on ; and therefore to move ina dire eppolite courſe to Na. 
tare, and its ſecond, Education, which is inixmos ques, a 
new acquired Nature, whereby fig and the world rakes pofſeffi- 
on on us, muſt needs argue great Rrength of Religion, and 
hely affeRions, by reaſon of that received Rule, inte exiſters, 
Fo, and this was Moſer his eaſe; 

3- Had Moſes done this in his old Age, it might have been 
conceived dulneſſe,or poliey,or dotage,and therefere alſo might 
theſe words be uſed. For we reade of ſeverall Prinees indeed, 
who have depolited their Robes of Majeſty, ſurrendred their 
Crowns, and become reclaſe Hermits; yer this courſe of life 
they begun net, till they had well-nigh finiſhed cheir courſe, 
when the negotiations and tranſations of State was a burden, 
when the raultiplicity cf bufinefles had tyred them, or the 
variety of pleaſures ſartetted, or ſpent them. But Aſoſes was 

now in his prime, moſt able both to nndertake and under- goc 
_ weighty employments, as after he did, and to receive what 
content any worldly delight could afford, at his beft, both to 
endure hardneſſe, and enjoy ſoftneſle, | 

4. From this Obſervation, ler us learn this Inſtru&icn, to 
be wile in time, to employ our choyſeſt opportunities, ovr 
beft Rrength and vigor of bady and fpirit for the purchaſe 
and poſſeffion of the Eternall Inheritance. God will have the 
prime of eur years devoted to his ſervice, while we have mar-« 
row in our hones, and life in our ſenſes, and elearneſſe in our 
ſpirits, Mal. 1.8. If ye offer the blind fer ſacrifice, is it not 
evil? and if ye offer the lame and fich, # tt not evil ? offer it 
vow unto thy Governonr ; will he be pleaſed with thee, or accept 
thy perſon, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts? and then alſo to encreaſe 
in knowledge and ſpirituall nnderfianding, ct to be children 
carried away with every wind of Do®rize, or with the topiſh 
garifh vaniticzof the world : bur to be mep, approving mw O18- 
viegrrm, (Rom. 2. 18.) the thivg! that are excellent, that we 
embrace net Na«bew, pro Jwnoze, 2 vain empty ſhadow cf 
comfort, for reall, ſolid, ſubftantiall happineſfes ; gaudy fan- 
 taltick appearances (like Caligula Banquer, ro pleaſe the 
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£ye,not to latisfie Nature) in flead of: the Meavenly Reward ; 
rat {o we may fix onr defires there, where rrne joyes are to 
be 'fonnd, bing skilfull in 'the word of righteonuſneſle ; thar 
weendcavenr to be, as Adeſes was, of full age, that is, perfet, 
ſuch az by reaſon of nſe, have "our {enſes exerciſed to difeern 
both ,good and evill. Heb. 5. 13. 14. For every ove that wſeth 
milk», ts nyskilfull in the Word of Righteonſnefſe : for he # « 
Bube, Bat flrong meat belongeth wito thew that are of full 
ape, even thoſe, who by reaſon of uſe, have their ſenſes exerci. 
ſe to diſcern beth good and evill, For this commended, and 
approved his Faith, that he did this when he was was, great 
wn yezrs and diferetion, great in knowledge, and learning, 
ercat in temper ahd moderation, great in fame and favour 
at Court, and therefore it was an at# of great Faith, ro refuſe 


| to be called the Son of Pharwohs > anghter, 


5, He refuſed, ixvioarn, or denied ; and, he refuſed, not in 


_ complement, and civility, to gain the reputation of betng 


modeft, humble, and moderate, an Art, which ſelf. ſecking 
ambitious ſpirits have learned and exerciſed, ſeeming to de» 
eline that, which they moſt pafſionateiy fancy, and labor for; 
and by under-hand, and ſecret .eontrivanees moſt greedily 
proſeerte ; neithey in cunning avd policy, that he might be 
more carneRtly follicircd to accept what he had plotted and 
gaped for; another Art, which awbition allo hath fennd out 
tO deceive the World : neither was it an humour of diſcon- 
rent, or defire of chavge, accompanied with an overgrown 
troubleſome Zeale : for then, this a kad theen either de- 


figne or. pretenee 4 an handſdre piece either of hypocrife, 


or-eivility. But he 'refaſed, a3 wpoen ſerious and ſober conſi- 
deration;; {ſo in trath and fingleyeRie of Heart : a #dire# pro: 
per work of (elf- deniall, and fo a clear evidence of his Faith. 
True piety and contempt of rhis World, is not a bare, naked 
pretence, ſer forth im a demure look, or hely language ; but an 
effeftuall morctification of all Worldly 'mations comtrary to 
juſtice and charity ; a not daring to venture' on any unlicen- 
(ed artifice : a ſerious fixed endeavour of exe? walking ; rot 
to value any cranfitory thing at #h higher rate then the Ty 

of 
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of Faich, and: Law of Chriſt hath ſer apon them, that they be 
carrant to us, not upon the old. valgar: zaecount of intereſt, or 
ſelf. preſervatiqn, te pnrchaſe, or preſerve an Eſtate with an 
_ evill Conſetence; but upon the new reformed account of love 

to God, and our Neighbour, Indecd men may uſurpe. and 
aſſume the Title and Appellative ef Saints to theraſelves, and 
yet. be lo far irom obſerving the ſelf-denvying Ordinance of 
Chrift, Mat.16.24. that they ffrifly lay hold on every advantage 
which ſhall fall in their way; and if none be tendered, they 
will caſt-abour all wayes to find ene ; and upon any diſcovery, 
ehaſc and fol'ow the wayes of unrighteouſneſſe with all paſſion 
and eagernefle, by all indire& and unlawfull wayes; ſome of 
theſe precenders following the way of Cain, ſome of Balaar, 
ſome of (orab, ſome of Achan, ſome of Gehazi, ſome of 
Ahab, (ome of Jude, &'c, whereas indeed: there is no ſurer 
Title to Heaven, then:goxtempt of the World ; no beiter aſſurance 
that we are in the Faith; then eur evercomming: the World, 


x John 2415.16.17, Love xot the World;neither the things that are 


inthe World. If any man love the Worlll, the love of the Father 
 # 0b in bins, For all that i in the World, the Inſt of the fleſh, 


the-lnff of the eyes; and the-pride of life, ie not of « the Father, 


but of the World, And the World paſſeth away, aud the luff 
thereof : but hi that d1th the will' of Ori, abideth for ever, 
And vx John'5. 4. For whatſoever us born of Ged, overcommeth 
the World, and this js the Vifbery that evercommeth\the World, 
even er Faith, No firenger proof. that we are trace [ſraelires 
indeed, then that we ferſake Egypt, andicome ont of Babylon; 
that we are Diſciples, then«thar wen.deny-onr (elves, the ad. 
vancement: of our- intereſts,: the ſatisfaF#toniof our: paſſions, 


and take 'up our croffe; wnice our felves to'the body of Belee- 


vers, and perſevere in their Communion in deſpight of / all 
remprations, and: follow. Chriſt ai- a Law-giter;i in this: Pre- 
cepts, and a:Lrader, by)hip examplezboik for:obedityceunro, 

ap patience: under his Fackherswilks 1 
6: :Fox a-(eafor the pleaſures vf im arti ſhore; the puniſh- 
ment=is-long: * bin; may: be [weerfor a while; but ic 18) ſharp 
forever : And who: weald hazard a lafling/pain; fer a little 
| | pleaſure ? 


2? 
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pleaſure ? or be tiekledeither into a Diſeaſe, or unto Death ? 
An optares malam ſcabiem, quod [calpexds fit altqua volupta?t 
Era. Epic, It were madnefle to be in love with a Leprofie, or 

Itch, for the. pleaſure of ſeratching; to lole everlaſting plea- 

ſures, and the falnefle of joy, for a rranfitory delight ; pay, a 

meer ont-fide formall delight, without all inward content and. 
ſacizrfation : for the whole World, and eyery thing 1n it, is bur 

a Scheeme, a ſhadow, an appearance, an ewpty nothing, in 

ewo Apoſtles jadgements, 1 Cor, 7. 31, And they that wſe this 
t”erld, as xot abuſing it : for the faſhion of this Word paſſeth 
away, 1 Jobn 1.17. eAnd the world paſſeth away, and the luſt 
there : but hethat doth the will of Ged, abireth for ever, 

5. Of Chrift : Meſes then was a Chriftian; and then God 
bad a Pe:ple. Ged had alwayes a Church, and that a Chriſtian 
Church too : a Church of ChrifÞ; and the ſnfferings of the 
people of Ged:the rebakes of Chrift ; though then the people 
of God had not the Title, yet they had the Religion of Chriſt - 
2nd albeit in oatward expreGion and denomination, they were 
not called Chriftians, till long after ar-4>tjoch, As 11. 26% 
yet ſuch they werereally, and in truth: .For Beleevers, before 
Chriſts comming. and ſince, are admitred: into the ſame (ove- 
»ant of Grace, becanſe configued by the ſame Sacraments, (not 

indeed in the ſame Signes. bac in the Spiritnall thing fignifi- 
ed, r Cor, 10, J. 4+ 5. And did all eat the ſame ſpiritnall Meat - 
And did all drink, the ſame ſpiritnall drizk, « (for they dravke 
of that fpirituall Rock that. fellewed them : and that Rock wa. 
Chriſt.) Bat with many of them God was not well pleaſed - for 
they were overthrown; in the Wildernefſe,) which did Seale the 
ſame promiſes. (chongh. not ſo immediately as ours; bur un- 
der 2 covert-of temporall things:even cver firee that Grant, 
the Seed of the Woman, &c. Gen 3:15. and 1s the exprefie affire 
mation: of cthe-Apoſile, Gal: 3.142) dHnd this 1- ſay, that the 
Covenant that was conſirmed hefere: of (God in Chrift, the Law- 
which was foure hundred ail #hity'yearti after eames difſexull, 
that it:ſhonld make the: provide we doneefef,)ewbich TCateth 
co the' ſarne objeF?. Jeſus Chriſt, Heb; rg. Ar png: 8: 45 
- 12, for the ſame excellent purpoſes of mercy, remiffion of: fins; 
recone 


. 
" 
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reconciliation Frith God, and life eternall: So the Covenant 
was the ſame for ſnbſtance, though nor for eircumfiance and 
faſbion ; and ſo their Faith and Religion the ſame: For (hrif 
was the Lambe, ſlain from the foundation of the World, Rev. 
13.3. So Aug. Epiſf, 157. ad opt, Eaders fides, & weſtra, & 
ihorum, quoniavs bee illi erediderant farurum, quod nes credi- 
mus faltum: And therefore here we may ſay with Saint Pal, 
Rom. 11. 33. © C265, O the depth of the riches beth of the 
Wiſedom and Knowledge of God ! how unſearchable are bis 
judgements, and his wayes paſt finding out ' And with David, 
Pſal. 40.5. Many, O Lord my God, are thy wonderfull works 
which thow haft done, and thy thoughts which are to w-ward : 
they canner be reckoned np in order unto thee : if I would de- 
clave ard ſpeak, of them, they are more thin cay be numbrcd. 
Bur to this 1 have ſaid ſomwhat before in the fir Part, and 
3, Page, and x. Obſerv, 

3, To ſuffer with the people of God, The people of God 
are eo womine, [o far from being exempred from the common 
cealamities of man-kind, that they are the greateſt ſufferers of, 
and ſharers in them: And if judgement begin at the Houſe of 
God , where fball the ungodly appear ? Gods People are a per- 
ſecuted People. But of this largely alſo before ; and more 
1s to be ſaid afer. 

0. MTnduwves, Eftreming; That which put 3ſoſes on this 
ehoice, was a well-grounded conviftion of Conſcience [that 
it was a duty] and a right enformed judgement ; for reſ{o- 
lution and aRion withont warranty and ſufficient gronnds of 
conviction, is bur perverſneſſe and obſtinacy, fin and impie- 
ty ; the miſtaking of evill for good, wil! necefarily inferr 
evill doing ; Hence, fins are called, the Forks of darkneſſe, 


Eph. 5. 11. and Heathens, darkyeſſe, ver, 8. Walking in the 


vanity of their minds, Having the underflanding darkened be- 


ing alievated from the life of God through the ignorance that 
* in them, becanſe of the blindneſſe of their beart, Eph. 4.17. 
18. And the Apoſle notes this, when he tells us of the unbe-. 
leeving impenitent Jews, They err in their hearts, and ſo they 


have wot known my wajes. Heb, 3.10, and thereſcre he adrr o- 


niſherh 
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nifſheth them, ver. 12, Take heed, bruthren, If there be 5 
any of yen an evill heart of wnbelicfs, in departing from the 
living Ged, And hence Minutim Felix concludes, Now wi. 
works off ſcelers Deum ignorare, gear ladere; Ignorance of 
God, is a1 bad as Sacriledge : Hof. 5, 4, They will not frame 
their doings, to turn wnto their God : for the ſpirin of whordoms © 
in the widff of then, aud they have vot krown the Lord, On 
cho contrary, the right diſcerniag and ſeparating evill from 
good, conduceth much to the eſchewing of evill, and doin 

good ; to deny the world, and ſelf, and chuſe Chrift and Hea- 
ven; And therefore the Apoſiles ſupplication for the Philippiavy, 
Phil. x.9.10.11. is, that they may aboxnd in all jndgement ; 
To what end? that they may approve, or try things that are ex- 
cellent, and differ ; be able (hriſfians to diſtingaiſh berwixt evill 
and good, And to what are ſneh abilicies required ? that ye 
may be ſincere, and withont offence till the day of Chrift. Be. 
ing filled with the fruits of righteouſneſſe, which are by Jeſw 
Chriſt wxto rhe glory and prayſe of God, And his Petition for 
the Coloſſians, is to the ſame purpoſe, Col. 1, 5. r0, For rbu 
ranſe we alſs Snce the day we heard it, dor not ceaſe to pray fo 
you, aud to defire that ye might be filled with the Knowledge of 


bis will, in all wiſcdom and fpirituall underffarding : That ye 


wight walk worthy of 1he Lord, anto all pleaſing, being frait- 
full in every good work, and inereafing in the Knowledge of 
God, As the bodily Eyes guides our feet; (6 the underftand- 
ing is the leader of the will and affe@ions. Hence thoſe Pray- 
ers of David, Pſal, r19. 18. 34. 73. & 125, Open thon ming 
Eyes, that I may behold wondrow things out of thy law. Give me 
wuderffanding, and | ſhall keep thy lay ; yea, I ſhall obſerve in 
with wy whole heart. Thy bands have made me, and fifvioned 
me : give me nnderſtanding that I way learn thy Communde- 
ments, | am thy Servant, give me underſianding that I ma 
know thy tefftimories. And henee that Exhortation of the 
Apofile, 1 Coy, 14. 20, I» waderſtanding be ye wen, otherwiſe 
ye will proye Children, refled roo and fro, fill Children, and 
never come to. be perfelt men, Eph. 4.13.14. 
19, He had v:he&, enteaine, He firſt looked on the 
| Duty, 


Moſes his Chozce, ij 
Duty, now the Reward ; that, to ſer him forward ; this, to 
enconragec, and back him ; that, as principal! : this, as ſecond 
to his choices; that to leade and command; this ta fertifie and 
trengthen ; that, as fins agevIis, his defigne; this, as firs re1, 
his happinefſe, and felieity, See here, and admire; admire, and 
acknowledge the great love of Ged to man, who not onely 
gave us underſtanding to know onr Duty ; but farniſherh 
with ayd1and helps to farther and affift us iv our Daiy : he 
not onely teacheth as what to doe; but ſupplies Rrength for 
r6 doe, and affords means to preſerve that firength : he d-als 
Fith us in thoſe wayes which are weſt proper for us, by threat. 
wings and perſwafions, punifhments and rewards. Devr. tr, 
26. Behold, I ſet before you this day, a bleffing and a curſe. 
The Lord knoweth our fame, Pſal. 103.14. and ſo frameth 
2\l his diſpenſations accordingly ; he confiders we are bur 
men, weak and impetent creatures, and therefore he gives 
Graee : Yet withall he cenſiders that we are men, ratienall 
ercatures; and therefore propoſerh rational! merheds to engage 
us to accept his Grace ; rational! puniſhments and rewards; 
becauſe we are to deal with a righteous Judge; Who wil ren. 
der to every mav according to bis deeds : Tothew, who by patiext 
coutiunance in well doing, ſeck for glory, aud hononr, and im- 
mortality, eternall life : But unto them that are contentious, and 
doe wot obey the truth, but obey nwrighteouſneſſe, indignation and 
wreak, Rom. 2.6.9.8, 

tt, Its the Obſervation of Theoph, Hoſes accounted is a 
fin nor co ſafer with the people of God; and unleſſe it were a 
fin, (not to be ſenfible of the fins and ſnfferings of his Fleck) 
God would not have cauſed 4 mark ts be ſer, Exek. 9.4, nor 
upbrayded and threatned their either dujnefſe, or hardnefſe of 
heart, who grieved not for the affliflions of Joſeph, Ames 6, 6, 
nor the Apoſtle required us, to be kindly affefioned; and this 
to be exprefſed, as in others, ſ@ in this Duty, to weep with them 
that weep, Rom. 12.15. | 

z2. I ſhall adde one more from Hayme; Quando guiſg,,®c. 


in ſuffering times and condition, look and remember the 


promiſed reward, and theſe Texts, Mat. 5.10.11. 12, Bleſſed 
| E 2 478 
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are they which ave perſeented for righteonſneſſe ſaks : for theirs 
is the Kingdow of Heaven, Bleſſed are je, when men ſhall revile 
yon, and perſeente yon, and fhall ſay all mauney of evill againſt 
Jou falfly for my ſake. Rejoyce, aud be exceeding glad, for great 
is your reward in Heaven: for ſo perſecuted they the Prophets 
which were before yow. Rom. 8.18. For I reckon, that the ſuf. 
ferings of thi proſent time, are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which ſhall be revealed in wm, 2 Cor. 4.16.17.18, For 
which cauſe we faint not, but though our outward man periſh, yet 
the inward man t renewed day by day, For our light affiiftion 
which « but for a moment, worketh for us @ far more exceeding 
aud eternall weight of glory. While we look not at the things 
which are ſeen, but at the things which are not ſeen : for the 
things which are not ſeen are Eternal, Promiſes, though al- 
wayes necefſary; yet moſt uſefull in extremities. 


The Third Part. 


Lord God of infinite excellenciet and mercies, who ſent 
Y thine onely Son holy Jeſus to redeem 1 from an intolerable 
ſervitade, the commanding aud condemning power of fin, and to 
teach ms an holy Religion, to defpiſe the world, the pomp: and vani- 
ties thereof, and the finfull defires of the fleſh , Freugthen ww by 
thy grace, that as we would accept of thy Son for onr Savionr ; ſo 
we may follow him as onur teacher, refuſing the glories and trea- 
ſures of this Egypt,this land of darkneſſe wherein all things ſhall 
be forgotten, chooſing the better part, which ſhall not be takes 
frons 1s , eſteeming our Adoption to be called the Son1of God, the 
higheſt hononr ; the wercies of God, aud merits of Chriſt ,the moſt 
deftreable treaſury ;the Kieg dom of Heavey, the beſt Inheritance; 
the glory and jojes of Heaven, the onely ſatufattory pleaſures , 
the moſt happy exchange, to give or loſe all for the fruition of 
Chriff ; make us to covet the beff things: And to this end, makes 
u wiſe and prudert in onr choice, ts be men in underſtanding, to 
approve whit & excellent, being filled with all ſpiritnall under- 
ſtanding , not to be aſhamed to ſuffer for well doing ; 10 count it 
all joy when we are called to endare affiiffion with the Paople of 


God, 
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' God, and to brere in env bodies the marks of the Lord Teſw, "1 
Sauftifie them to m by thy grace, attend them with thy ſpirit, 

| and reward them with thy glory : Sat fie our Sonles, that we ma 
: taff and ſee how gracious the Lord u, even in theſe bis diſÞeuſa= 
fions; and fill them with the apprehenſpons of the excellencies and 
precionſueſſe of the promiſes in Jeſw (hriſt, that we may reſolve 
with David, Whom have I in Heaven bunt thee, and there is 
none on Farih we defire beſides thee : That like as the Hart, 
Kc. Break, O Lord, we pray thee, the powers, infatuate tho 
policies of the perſecutors of thy Church : Bring her out of 
Egypt, and leade thy People by the Hands of Aſoſes and Aerow. 
' Sanfifie all their ſuſferingt, aud condutt them 10 the heavenly 
 Canaar, to live with their Lord unto all Eternity; to whom be 
honour aud power, might, majeſty and dominion, for ever, Ames, 


NAY BY SV SV BY SV SOV 
DIY HET ITED 41 


Mosts bi Courage. 


Heb. 11. 27. 


By Faith he forſook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the 
King : for he endured, as ſeeing him who # invi- 
fisle. 


M-- had before maſtered the falſe hopes of Egypt; 


now he 1s te encounter with the foolifh fears there- 
| of; and having quit himſelf ef the right hand aſ- 
ſaulcs of the World, its allurements, objeAs, promi- 
ſes : he is now to conquer the leſt hand, temptations, threat- 
nings, force, and fury of Pharaehb, and his Hoſt, the Gyancs 
andSonsof eAnak; and by Faith in Chriſt, he-is ip all theſe, 
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wore then Contueror ; For the Diſcourſes and Reaſoning: of 
Faich, firſt, taught him co Oeight Phereobs Court ; then hi, 
Pewer : Fir to conquer himſelf, (and Fortior eff qui ſe, quam 
qui fertifima viucis ; ) and then his, and the people of Gedz 
enerpy : [« firſt infira&ed him with Piety, and then furniſhed 
ina with Reſolution and Conrage ; For, By Faith bs for. 
ſook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the King, &e. 


The frf# Part, 
Moſes did ewiee forſaks Egypt ; The firſt time was, as way 


laſt Recorded, When at forty Tears old be fled into Midian, Exod, 
2.15. The ſecond time was, when that after Egype wes ſmitren 


in every quarter, he, and the whole Body of the /ſreelites de. 


parted thence. And upen this difference of time, a queſtion 
ariſeth, which time the firſt elanſc here in the Text relates un. 
co: Some will have the former to be referred unto here, as 
Tun, P areal, lib. y, becauſe the Apoſtle in this Hiſtoricall com. 
patation, ſtriAly obſervech the circam fiance and order of time 
through all the fore-geing and ſabſequent inflanees. And it's 
clear, Moſer celebrated the Paſſe.over before the ſecond 
time; Which yet is after related here in the fellewing verſe, 
and therefore it cannot relate to this, unlefle we invert the 
Order; And allo, becauſe in the 29, ver, the Peoples departure - 
but ef Egypt is ſet by it ſelf, as a ſeverall and diſtin inſtamce 
ef Faith, from this here. Others eonecive it to be meane of 
the ſecond time; for if the former were here confidered, the 
Apoſtles Pofition here, ſeems to contradift the Hiftericall Nat. 
ration, Exod. 2. 14, where it is ſaid, He feared, and fled. 
Others, as the moſt judicious Calvis, nnderfiend it of both 
times ; fam de priore quam ſernndo ; Fer though it be ſaid, 
that at the firſt he feared ; yer this fear was a fear of pru- 
denee; he had not Rirength ro oppoſe Pharaoh, and ſo he cenld 


' not, ke had not a+ yet ſufSeient authority, and ſo he might nor; 


not of difference, or the event, that Ged wonld not preſerve 
him from Pharaoh, if he uſed the meft ſafe conrſe for his pre- 
ſervation, and reſerved himſelf for a better opportunity. ry 

 1gdeed, 
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indeed, the tree eanſe, both of' biz facr, avd flyine, was, Be: 
cauſe, that althowgh he was then defigned for to be the Del. 
perer of [ſrael; yer then, his Commitſion to execute that em- 
ployment, and empower him, was got Sealed and Delivered; 
this was not done till after, Exod. 3. 9.10. Now therefore be- 
held, the ery of the (hildren of Iſracl is come wnto me ; und ! 
have alſo ſeen the oppreſſion wherewith the Ep yptiass oppreſſe thew, 
Come now therefore, and 1 will ſend thee ante Pharaoh, has 
thou mayeft bring forth my people the Children of Iſrael out of 
Egypt. And ſo, it is moſt clear of the ſecond time, he feared 
- wo®, The HiRory is exprefle, Exod. 16.28. 29. ( And Pha- 
' 1a0h ſaid nnts him, Get thee from me, take beed to thy ſelfe: ſee 
wy face no wore: for in that day thou ſeeſt my face thou ſhalt die. 
eAvd Moſes ſaid, Theu haft fohen well, | will fee thy face 
4g 4in 10 more,) that ſentence of wrath which then Pherach 
pronounced, And therefore Calvin concludes, Omnrbu ex- 
penſfis, od ſecandam exitam referre male ;and for that fear, that 
this would invert the Order and Method; this is removed, by 
obſerving that here 1s enely ronched, what after is more am- 
ply and fully inflaneed : This of Aſoſer in his perſonall ca- 
pacity, what related unto himfelf ; That following, of his 
policick eapacity, a9 referring to the whole body of the He- 
brews ; this % Tvepidv, that, dais induſfria; Here, his for/a- 
king of Egypt, is mentioned with reſpet# to al! the Anteee- 
dents and Conſcquents, the preparatives and coneomitants 
thereof : So that preciſely, neither the firſt, nor the laft, are 
intended, bur the whole time of the conteſt berwixt Adoſes 
and Pharaoh, though principally and ehiefly, it denotes the 
whole ſpace, after the return of Afoſes out of Midian, till 
his departure out of Egypt with /ſreel, and their Families; 
in the intervall, or ſome part of that time, the Pafſe-over 
was Inflitnted and ebſerved ; there it's mentioned encly in 
erder to the laſt «®, when Aſoſes and the People forſook 
Eyypt onee for all ; nor by entreaties, and permiſſion ; but 
by the Power, and Antkority, and Faith of Aeſes. 

Q. But how appears this to be an alt of Faith? 

A, Certainly, te conteſt with Pharaoh, was an w__ 
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which would have affrighted a Worldly Politieian, diftra& 
him, and make him ſhrink : If Moſes had conſulted with fleſh 
and blood, theſe objeFiens wight have over-awed him from 
this enterprize ; For, 

1. Moſes knew the tage of Pharaoh (and withall, he knew 
the wrath of Pharach was as a meſſenger of Death, Prov, 16, 
14.) againft him partieularly was implacable, for that he k;/. 
led one of his Egyptian Subjelts; which he might eafily per. 
ecive by that fri& enquiry which was uſed for the diſgovery 


_ of the miſtaken murderer. 


2. Moſes had ne viſible firength and force; onely 4aroy 
for an AſfiRtant and Connſellor,and a Rod for his Armes an 
Weapons, | 

| 3. ' He came on a Meſſage to Pharaoh from that God which 
be knew wot, Exod, 5.2. whem he was by his ſuperſtition ob- 
liged to hate, and whom in his fury and pride, he oppoſed, 

4. His demands to Pharaoh were meſt diſtafifull, as bein 
highly prejudiciall to his Crewn and Dignity, and ſuch, asno 
worldly wiſe man weuld be brenght to conceſecnd unto ;; 
demands as ridienlous, as inſolent ; to part with his (laves 
and interefts upon no conſideration, and for a bare word of a 
more bold command, ro manumit, enfranchiſe, and ſet ar 
liberty his Villains and Bondmen, who bore all his Burdens, 
tilled his Grounds, drefſed his Gardens and Vineyards, wronghr 
his, and all the Countries dragery and bondage, and by their 
crait and toy]! in Briek- making, were not onely the eaſe, and 
wood of his SubjeRts, but did much advance bis Revenue; fo 
that Moſes was not onely to contend with Pharavb, and his 
£570 great commanding Jluſts, his Pride and Covertonſnefle : 
but even alſo with the baſeneſſe, clamour, and out-cries of his 

But 4Joſes his Faith, bad tanght him to anſwer all theſe 
pretences, and but carnall reatonings, by oppoſing tothem; 

tr. His Warrant. from the Almighty, who ſent him ts 
Pharaoh, with Cemmiſfion to make and proſecute thoſe 
deinands ; and this Hoſes well knew, was a pleni-potentiary 
Pewer, from him, who is, had both Authority to command, 


and 


Moſes bis Courage, 


and firengih to make goed that Authority againſt all Rebel- 
lions oppolers. | 


2. His promiſe of Afﬀiancg from God, Exod. ;. 17. Gd 
ſaid ; and if he ſaith ir, he will perform, Aoſes therefore - 


might eafly reply to his grounds of fear ; he had for his ſecu- 
rity, Gods Power and truth affigned him, and this was infalli- 
bly good + That by Commiſffion ; this by Premiſe - both by 
ihe Word of God, which abideth for ever. And this did onely 
remove all diftrufts and jealonfies ; Bur it follows in the 
Words, '««apTipyn, did animate, hearten and harden him ; 
that as a righreors war, he became bold, and venturons «s a 
Zen, Prov. 28. x, not now to Petition ; but tro Command : 
fox he over-looked Pharach, heeded net his prond look, high 
language, ſevere Edits, great ſtrength, or barbarous Sonlgi- 
ers; and at laſt teld his Highnefſe in plain rearms, he world 
ſee hy Pace no more, treat no more, nor parly with kim , bur 
Rand in open Heſtility againſt kim ; for he locked npou the 
 $#viÞble, he knew whom he trafied, whoſe Errand he wene, 
whoſe Peeple he guided, whe would be bis PcoteRor, 


The Second Part, 


xz. AMofes iv the former Veries was repreſemied to us as 
a Prefident of Mortification, ſeverity, and firifneffeof con- 
yerfation, in oppeſitian to the ſeducements and flatteries of 
the World, by the laſts ef the Eye, of the Fleſb, and Pride 
of Life. Here in this Verſe, he is propoſed to us as a Pattern 
of conflaney, courage, and reſolution, to encounter all diffi- 
eultiey, and hardneſſes, to Rrnegle with all oppofitiens and 
violences, & yds Supoyins dinanunt mn xekw, Arif, 1, Eth, 
He is a trne ſervant of God, and faithfull ſoulgier of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ashe cannot be bribed or corrupted from his Pre- 
ſeſfien and Allegiance ; ſo he cannot be afrighted, or offended 
with the dangers and oppefitions he ſhall meet with in the 
goed fight of Faith, he approves his fideliry, by his conflan- 
ey in every Eftate., It is'a moſt true Rule, Qnicquid recipi- 
toy, recipitar ad modum: recipients ; forme pretenders are py 
| * ſnef 
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fuck fofr and delicate frame, that they cannot endure any 
hardnefle, ſtormes, or tryalls, and theſe are apt to beoverceme 


with worldly fears, threats, and frowns, policies and powers 


of Pharaohs, and the Sons of Axak,; or elie fo far lovers of 
pleaſure and eaſe, that the apprehenſion of labor and travell, 
of ſharpnefſe and want, ef a Priſon, or a Tyrants . wrath, 
makes them baſely faine and draw back, deſett, or give over 
their Proſeſion ; either the hardneſſe of the Duty, or the fear 
of the Enemy, or the love of the world, makes men Apa. 
ſtates, and either forget, cr renounce their Baptiſme- Cove. 
nant. Some areof ſuch baſe ſordid minds, that for hire, and 
the Wages of wnrighteouſneſſe (as if their ſoul were ſalable 
as well as their goods) will cafily make ſhipwrackh of Faith aud 
a good Conſcience, even to deny the Lord that bought them, 
It is our Duty ta be moſt watchfull, where we are moſt tyeak, 


and therefore meſt ſubjeRt to be overcome ; to find ont our 


owp tempers, which way cur hearts are ſet and afﬀeQed, 
whether more apt to be ſeduced or afrighted; and to be. 
carefull, chart meither falſe hopes, ner fooliſh fears, make: us 
either ſo baſe, or iv mean, that we unwerthily either decline, 
or deſert onr Chriitian calling. 

2 Moſes before, feared and fled from Pharach ; now he 
fears him not, Peter once denyed Chriſt ; after he boldly 
confefles him. Our Faith is not alwayes at the ſame inten« 
tion, or height ; not alwayes a like aF:ve and operative : net- 
ther doth God at all times afford the ſame ſupplyes and aff. 
ances of Grace, Great reaſon therefore to Watch aud Pray, 
Fo, even to ſolicit the God of enr Rirength, that when the 
Enemy purſueth, our Faith fayl not, we may be ftrong in the 
Lord, and the might of ' hu power, Having put on the wholt 
eArnour of Oon, that ye may be able to ffand againff the wiles 
of the Pevill, Eph. 6.16. trill the 20, 

3, Moſes at the firſt feared, becauſe Ged had not as yet 
Anthorized him to this Enterprize : Phatſoever is not of 
Faith, w fin. If we canner (ſhew Geds Commiſion for what 
we attempt, we rebell againſt God ; we mnſi have his An- 
thority, either in exprefle words, or certain WNIREIEE ; a 

| clear 
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elcar Revelation, of firone Reaſon from it, Neither Will a 
pretence of a 00d intention ſerve the turn ; this is but a 
deeper fallacy, For we mnft try all things, and hold faft towhat 
& good, 1 The. 5.21. | | 

4. Moſes firſt feared ; the time which God had aſiened 
for Iſrasls Deliveramee, was not yet come : When that ſer 
time came, he feared net, When. God will have his own 
work finiſhed, he ſnppliesa commenſurate power and firength 
to manage and effet# it, God hath his time, ad we meſ* 
wait, Pſal. 62, 1, And ſomtimes he appears not till all ſeems 
to be at a lofle ; he commonly with. holds, till the Bendage 
of Bricks be donbled : we muf} not limit him, to the time 
and means of Deliverance, that [o the whole Glory therecf 
may redound to him, Leok nec then in ſreights and ſervi- 
rude at the preſent ſtate and condition of affayres, the ſeeming 
indiſpsfictions apd improbabilities of ſuecefle, flay Gods lci- 
ſare, if he be pleaſed to change the Scene, all obtiaeles fall 
then be removed; all means ſhall be ſucceſſefull. the coun- 
ſell of the Lord ſhall Rand ; ſcerwing prejudices ſhall be fur- 
therances, when the time 1s come ; Pharaohs rage and {ury 
ſhall advance and haften the expeditien : If we impoſe on 
God, or will prevent him, by taking oar own time, and fol- 


lewing our own wayes, then all defignes ſhall be bafled, and 


blaſted ; If Moſes upon his own Head take upon him the 
Deliverance of /ſraecl, then, retro ſublepſa referr; . all will 
oc wrong : Burt if he fly, and wait till he receive Orders 
frem Heaven, then every defigne ſhall rake, and every en- 
counter be a ViRtory. | 
5. Moſes fled, when he feared. To reſh head-long into dan- 

| Lers, and to provoke Tyrants, when neither firengih to re- 
fift to make che enterprize prudent ; nor Autherity to War- 
rant, to make it Religious, is a cemptatien, It was both 
Wiſedem, and Piety in David, to decline Saul: fury, 1 Sam. 
| tel, & 22.1, & 27.1, and to ſave himſelf from A65/a- 
loms Conſpiracy ; as in Moſes here.,co preſerve himſelf ar 
preſent, and reſerve himſelf for a better opportunity, Thus 
Elijab provided for hr /ife, 1 Kings 19, 9g, Se Urijah the 
PF 2 Propher, 
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Prophet, ſer, 26-21: And when Jehoiakim the King, with. al 
the mighty men, aud all the Princes heard his words, the Kiz: 

ſenghs to put hin to death: but when Urijah heard it, he was 
Sfraid, and fled, and went into Egypt. So our Saviour himſelf, 
Mat. 2.14. hes he aroſe, he took the youg child and his mo- 
ther by night, end departed into Egypt. John 8, 59, Then took, 
they up ones to caſt at him: bur Jeſns hid himſelf, and went 
ont of the Temple, going through the midſt of them, and (0 


| paſſed by, And ſo he licenſed his Diſciples, Mar, 10, 23. But 


when they gerſecute you is this City, flee ye inte another, $0 
Ponl, Ati g. 23. And after that many dayes were fulfilled, the * 
Jems took eonnſell to ki7 him, Ver.25, The the Diſciples took 
bim by night, and let him down by the Wall in a Backet, 
6. This is the beſt remedy in a ftraitned condities, To 
have God before our Eyes, to leok upon the invifble, when 
we come tO ſuch a pinch as Eliſha's ſervant, 2 Kings 6.15. that 
we know not which way to turn, and we cry for fear, 1a, 
haw ſhall we doe? then are we te Pray to the Lord, look n 
unto him by Prayer, and {o our Eyes ſhall be opened, to ſee the 
mountain full ef Horſes and Chariots, to find God a preſcne 


| help: And we ſhall receive this comfortable return, as Eliſhs's 


ſervant did, ver. 16. Fear not : for he that & with. us, are more 
then they that be with them, This was Davids courſe, and. his 
confidence, Pſa/.16. 8. 9. 1 bave ſer the Lord alwayes before 
me : becareſe he u at my right haud, I ſhall not be moved, There. 
fore my heart ts glad, and my glory rejozceth + my fleſh alſo 
ſhall reff in hope, 5 

7,. Moſes hu Faith was grounded on twe ſure Prinei- 
ples, Geds all-ſufficieney, and truth; he was affured not one- 
ly that God could, but he would ſhew frength with his Arme, 
to ſcatter theprond is the imagination! of his heart : and to put 
down the mighty from hbis ſeat, And this alſe he would effeF, 
cither by weak and contemptible means, an- Army of in- 
ſeftiles, of Beaftsof the Field ; or by a mere glorions power, 
his Angels. God commends this conſideration to his People, 
Ifay 51, from the g, ver, to the 17. And this alſo he com- 
ranged, ſay 41, from the 10,10 the 21, 
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- $, God by his Son Jeſus Chriſt, hath bronghr ms ont of 


Egypr, delivered us from the Powers of darkneſſe, tyranny of ' 


Satan, the eemmanding and eendemning firength of fin, 
that we ſhould ſerve bims in holinefſe aud righteouſurſfſs before 
him all the dayes of onr life, Luke 1. 74. 75: | 


9. Its the Devills Method to affanic us every way. Pha- 


. raoh1 Conrt 1 temptation on one hand ; his Power on the 
other, If Satan eannoc gain us by fair promiſes, and plan. 
fible pretenſes ; he will ufe threats, and menaces, to force 
us to his obedience. If he eannot eblige, he will attempt to 
cotmpell, (provided we eught to be both for his love and 


| hatred) thar his dainties allure us nor, and his hoftilicy terme 


\ 


us not from onr integrity and innocency; / 

10, Trae Valor 1s founded on Piety ; we are therefore re= 
ſolute, becauſe Religions. The commonly reputed currant Va- 
lour, 1s temerity, or animoſity, and ſomtimes folly and mad- 
neſſe: And the miftaken, miſ- called Honour, is moſt times 
baſcueſſe ; all times fin, Man-like attempts are alwayes ra- 
tionall, and Chriſtian courage is eſtimated by a good eauſe, 


He that undertakes a good cauſe, and follows it with 2 geod. 


Conſcience, muft be a man of eonrage. Hear, daring, and ad- 
venturing on a bad cauſe, is wildneſſe and paſſion, in a merall 
ſenſe, and ſo, net ſs much as Heathenifh forticude; and in a 
Chriſtian conftruQtion, is Marder and Stealth, and Co, farr 
from. any prerence to ho!y' reſolntion. Wiſe Saint Avg. long 


fince reſolved all the famous exyed np, and too much imita- 


ted Roman Conqueſt, te be, magna latrocinia, glorions robbe- 
- ries, bteanſe there was no ſolid Plea of Juſtice for them, 
which both Reaſon and Religion exafts, Adoſes his reſoluti- 
en and enterprize, was grounded on both thoſe Principles : 
It was rationall, for he knew whom he ſerved :"And Religi- 
Ou?, for he had Gods Warrant, a competent Anthority z and 
hi peoples Deliverance, a juſt eauſe : Therefore he feared nos 
Pharah, becauſe he fearcd God ; therefore he went before the 
People, becauſe God led and grided bim ; therefore he ſpoy- 
led the Egyptians, beeauſe God (the Chief Proprietor) bad 
ſtated the fpoyler on the Iſraelites, Here was all the requiſites 

t@ 
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toan holy Warr; Lawfall Authority, a juft cauſe; Righteous 
Proſeention of ir, and theſe are ſufhgient to make the enter- 


prize reaſonable and religions, and the nndertaker Ront and 


Valiant ; according to that Exhortation, 1 Chrov. 19. 13. Be 
of good conrage, and let ui bebave onr ſelve: Valianth for ogr 
People, and for the Cities of our God : and let the Lord du 


that which is good in hu fight, And the Apoſtles Admoniti. | 


On, Ozit you like men, be ffrong, 1 Cor. 16. 13. 
It. Invifble ; God is invilible, therefore no viſible, cor- 


poreall repreſentation, or ſimilitude of him, 1s to be fancy» | 


ed or framed. See him we may, as Moſes here did, by Faith, 
traking his Power, Wiſcdom, and Goodnefle, bur not by 


Fght ; for he hath no demcnlions, who is infinite ; no cem- | 


pokition, who is moſt fmple : And ſo, we are not ts con. 
tive God to be expreſſed by any Figure, becauſe, asa Learned 
Remavift condemning the Opinion of ſome of that Party, 
and the PraRtiſe of that Church, preter hoc, befides this, that 
the moſt ſpirituall imple being, canvot be ſhadowed by any 
Itrage, proxima eccafio eff, there is danger, imple people 
way be thereby enduced to take God fer a fleſhly Father, 
and by his gray haires, ſuppoſe him mutable ; Pereſ. eAjala 


edit. Pariſ. Az, 1562, lib, q. cap, 8, So alſo Darand, Diſt. 


9. lib, 3. queſf, 2. and this 1s very conſorant to holy Wrir, 
which therefore forbids ary Image of God, left we ſhould con- 
ceive him viſible and corporeall. //ay 40.18. To whem then 
will ye liken God ? or what likeneſſe will ye crtypare unto bim? 
ARs 17. 29. Foraſmuch then, as we are the off =ſpring of Ged, 
we ought not to thizck that the God-head is like unto gold, or 
ſilver, or fone graven by Art, and mani device. But moſt 
clearly, Deut, 4.15.15, Take ye therefore good heed nnto your 
ſelves, (for ye ſaw nos manner of ſimilitude on the day that the 
Lord fpake nnto you in Horeb, our of the midſt of the fire.) 
Leſt je corrupt yorv ſelves, and makg you a graven Image, the 
fimilitude of any figure, the likeneſſe of male or female, Where 
there is firft a Prohibition, ver. 16, and the Reaſon, ver. 19: 
and this Prohihition is backed with a Caveat, ver. 23. Take 
heed urto jour ſelves, left ne forget the Covenant of the Lord 

| your 
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yer Godg, which he made with you, aud make you a graven 
Image, or the lik:neſſe of avy thing which the Lord thy God 
hath forbidden thee. And this ſtrengthened with two Argu- 
meats; the one relating to the thing for which this Caveat is 
_ -eatred, God hath forbiddes, The other to quicken and ſharpen 
our care therein, For thy God © 8 conſuming fire, even a jea- 
lors God, ver, 24, the former is grounded on Exod. 10. v. 4. 
Thou (belt vet wake mito thee any graves [mige, or any like- 
velſſe of any thing that uu is Heaven above, ov that & in the 
E arth beneath, or that is iu the Water wider the Earth, The 
latter on Exod, 10, ver. 5, Thou ſhalt not bow down thy ſelf 
to thew, nor ſerve them: Foy I the Lord thy God am 4 jealow 
Ged, wiflting the iniquity of the Fathers upon the Children, 
unto the third and fourth Gener ation of thers that hate we, Which 
Abulenſir obſerves on this place; as Rain. lib, 1, cap. 2. Set, 
33. de Row, Eccl, 1qol, | | 
12. Though God be invifible, yet he ſeeth all chings; this 
1s txacly to ſee the inviſible, when we beleeve he cannot be 
corporally ſcen : As, Tww digne effiiamm Deum quum in- 
eflimabilem dicimas, Min. Fzlix. All that we can compre- 
bend of God here, is to beleeve him incomprehenſible : All 
that we can ſee of him, 1s, that he is inviſible; yer all things 
paſt, preſent, and future, are viſible to him ; the perſwaſion 
hereof, is a ſure Fenndatien of Religion, and the fear of 
God, For who dare fn, thongh in ſecret, who hath a Con- 
ſcience within, (and, Quid prod:ff 0 habere conſcinm, ha- 
benti corſcientiam? ) and the inviſible Judge above and with- 
ont him, who obſerves all our paths, the moſt cloſe and recluſe, 


knowerh all our projets and eontrivanees, and underftand- 
eth all our thoughts; 


The Third Part, 


| God, who art the great Ged ovely to be feared, ind worthy 
to be prayſed, a bonniifull rewarder of thoſe who diligert!y 


ſeek, and religionſly obſerve thy wil, Thy will x our ſandifica- 


tion , Saullifie 16, that thy wil may be done. Canſy then w to 
Es ES Oe ore for {aks 
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forſake Egypt, al falſe end wicked wayes, to walk, rightly iu 
the midſt of 4 crooked and perverſe Generation ; that wherca 
' the world hah in wickgdneſſe, eur conrſe may be contrary, to keep 
our ſelves wnfpotted from the World, that we fear not it's fears, 
ner be afraid of any confederacy of Devils or men, who parſue 
our ſoules with deadly harred. Be mereifull to m (O Lord) be 
werciſnl, and let onr refuge be under the ſhadow of thy Wings, 
(for thou wilt earry us as upon Eagles Wings) #»iih all tyranny 
| be over-paſt, that thou be onr-fear, and. onr dread, to fear thee, 
and thy goodnefſe, and to fear nothing bus thee, becauſe thou art 
. With them who fear thee onely ; becauſe then art, and there 5 
none olſe, there is mo God beſides thee : Devils are flaves, and 
the breath of man & in his noſtrills, and wherein are they to be 
compared? wherefore ſhenldthey be feared ? but thay art the bleffed © 
and ovely Patentate, the King of Kings, and Lord ef Lords, who 
onely barh immortality, dweling inthe light which no mas can. ap. 
roach unto, whom no man hath ſcen, nor can ſee (for he i invj- 

fible ) to whom be Honour and Power Buerlafting, Amen. 
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Heb. 11. 28. 


- Through Faith he kept the Paſſe-over, and the ſprinkling 
of blood, leſt he that defiroyed the firfl-bor: ſhould 


teuch them. | 


"Here .2rc certain Pr4cdgrita, Principles in the Chriftian 
ho .Proteſfen, which are not to be diſputed on by the Pro- 
= fefſors, bat. beleeved.. The firſt of which' are acknow- 

_ lIe2Yged by the more generons contemplative Heathen;az, 

| 1. That 


Moſes 5 Feſtival, 


1, That there !1 a God, ex: extives, an Eternall being, of 
and from himſelf; the being of all things. 

2, That this God 15 to be Worſhipped as the Soveraigne, 
Infinite, Wiſe, Good, All- ſufficient Creator, 

3. Thardceanſe he is Infinitely Wiſe and Good, therefore 
| he is not to be Worſhipped Formally, but Devoutly and Pj- 
enſly; Azimadvertio ipſos Dees (Plin. in Pan, ad Traj, Imp.) 
non tam ocenratis adorantium pracibu quam inmcentia, & 
ſaniiirate latari: And he tells in the very beginning of that 
Oration, That it was an Inſlitation, and thereupon, a Cuftome 
among them, UV: rerwm egexdarum initinm 4 preeationibus 
capernnt, quod wihil rite, &'s, And thus farr ſober Reaſon and 
Natare may conduct us, But then, holy Religion and Faith 
ſuper-a09s, | 

4. That the deveut holy Worſhip of God, is to Worſhip 
him according to his will, and Word, which is the Revelation 
of his will; and that Part which eoncerns his Worſhjp, we 
_ uſually rerme, his Ordinances and Infticucions. ts 
5, That thoſe Ordinances and Inflitutions (the Obſervati- 


oy 


on whereof, is the Worſhipping of God according to his will) 


being no dictates of Reaſon, nor determinations of Nature ; 
bat Decrees of Geds Wiſedom ; we muſt not canvai ner 


diſpute them, but reverently awd humbly performe them, 


Rom. 9, 29, | 

6, Thac the Dutifall, Reverend, -Deyont, and humble 
obiervanee of thoſe Inftitutions, God in his witedom hath 
preſcribed, is 2 moſt proper «tF of Faith: And it 1s obſerved 
of Moſes here, By Faith, or through Faith he keps the Poſſe. 
ever, and the ſprinkling of blood, &e, 


The frff Part, 


Q. How did Moſes evidence bs Faith in this Ordzx@nce, 
aud the obſervation of thi rite ? | 

A, The Anſwer is obvious, and is branched into three 
reſolves, any of which wil! clear the Devoriesn, ard Faith of 


this ſervice, os 
S$; | I, AMafes 
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t. Moſes did what he had ſpecialt warranty, and firong 
Authericy for ; he did what for the matcer, and how for the 
manner, as he was commanded : in which reſpeat, Moſes js 
ſaid, to be faithfull im all his Mafters honſe, Heb. 3.2. as a 
trafty diligent ſervant, what he had order for, concerning 
either the Common-wealth, or Chureh of the Hebrews; their 
rites and offiees of Religion, or the duties of policy, their 
ſacred or civill affaires, he proclaimed, epacted, eclebrated, 
obſerved, and executed. | 

2. Moſes having ſnfficient ſecurity, and goed afſſnranee 
from God, that the Sprixkling of the Blood upon the Deore. 
poſts, would be a feyrall difference to the deſtroying eAngell, 
that he could not wiftake in his defogne, fFaggered not through 
w.belei/e; that is, diſpnted not the improbabilitics of the ar- 
r-mp:, canvaſſed not the impoteney of the means, nor ſern- 
pled the ſnceefſe ; but kept to his firſt hold and prineiples, 
Gods promiſe and yeracity, 

2. Moſes in this rituall contemplated Chrift, the true 
Paſie-over; and this ſervice was 2 Typical! repreſentation of 
the Blood of Sprinklipg, the Lambe of God, Jeſs Chriff, who 
& our Paſſe-over, x Cor. 5.7. This anſwer I rather approve, 
for theſe Reaſons, | 

rt, Becauſe this ſutes meft with the Apoſtles defigne, 
which was, To comfort the Hebrews in thcir ſufferings for 
Chrift, And tlius he ſeemeth to Argue, 4 minore ad majm, 
from the lefſe tre the greater, If your former Fathers (accor- 
ding to the Fleſh, of whom you are come) by the billing of 
« Lambe, and effaſicn of its Blood, reffed, aſcertained of Geds 


favour, &'d their Deliverance from the Egyptian ( aptivity + 


chen much more ought you, their Suceeſſors, who have Chriſt 
the true Lambe of God Saerificed for you, and bu Blood fheg, 
ts be firong in Faith, and firmly reſolved of Gods greater 
ayogr, (who hath ſepplycd you with greater aflurance,)and 
of your Deliverance from your preſent prefiures, and furure 
Enemies; and from your laſt, and worft Enemy, Death, and 
eim who hand the power of Death, the Devil; and ſo, this 
correſponds perſetly with the more formal! 2nd gire@t argu- 

mentation, 


Moſes bs Pofived, 


mentaticn, Hb, g, 13. 14. For if the Blood of Bull: «8/1 
Gent, and the aſhes of an Heifer Prixkling tha wmicleau, ſaxtir 
Beth ro the parifirg of the Fleſh : How much more S421/ cf: 
Blood of (rift, who through the eternall Spirit, offered b:t- 
ſelf without ſþ,t ro God, parge your Conſcience from dead works, 
to ſerve the lroing God ? | | 

2. This Expoſition ſeems co eortinue the Apoſtles allu- 
fon, Heb, n,10, For it became him, for whos are all ebixgs, 
FIT by whom are all things, i, bringing 34% Soxzs mnto glory, 
to make the Captain of their ſalvation perf: through ſufferiugs: 
where ke repreſents Chiift wade perfe@ by ſufferings, as the 
firff . bor of the Iſraelites, conſeerated for the whole Sneccdi- 
on, and the Deviil whe had the power of Death, co the de- 
firoying Angell. And then makes the paralcil, and thus ame 
plifies it ; As the miraculous preſeryation of the Firf-bors, 
was to your Progenitors, an aflnrance of their after Deli- 
verance ; lo, the perfeFing of (hrift by ſufferings, doth at 
once beth ſanRifie and enoble your preſenc ſafferinss, and 
ſecures you of an after Redemption, and fate of Glory. So 
thar the reſn]t from theſe premiſed ſuppoſition, is this; You 
Hebrews have fironger grounds of conſolation, and greater 
expreſhons of mercy and grace, then was indulged or licen- 
ſed to your Predeeeflors, even in Aſoſes his time, when God 
deals moſt powerfully and mereifully with them, and was 
moſt free and fall in the declarations of his merey : They 
had but the Sprinkling of Biood for a Teſtimony ; Tow have 
the blead of fpringling gives you, (for (o this favour is ealled) 
Heb. 12.24, they the bloed of a Lambe ent of the Flock ; 
Tow the Blood of the Lawmbe of God, who is alſo the great 
Shepherd of your Soules. They had Moſes to Solemnize this; 


Yow bave Chriſt, the Mediator, (Moſes his Lord and Maſter) 
is his own Perſowu to ſaerifice this, 


Q. But what was thu Paſſe-over ? 


A. That Fea'lt or Solemnity ſo called ; or a memorial! of 


the Paſſe.over. For at that Feaft, they did Eat the Lambe, in 
memory of the Avgells pafſing by the Hebrews in the fara!! 
deftraſtion of the Firf-bory 4 Egypt ; and thep allo they 


I departed 
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departed thenee, $o that it either Denotes the Lambe then 
Faten,or the whole Feaſt; all the whole Saeramenta!l! a&ion, 
is the Paſſe-over, Exod, 12.11, 8.27, And thu ſpall yo ov 
it : with your lojnes girded, your ſhooor 6» your feet, and your 
fhaffe in your hand: and ye hall eat it in haſt : it * the Lovdse 
Paſſcover. And ye ſhall ſay, It 51 the ſacrifice of the Lara: 
Paſſcever, who paſſcd over the Houſes of the Children of Iſrael 
is Egypt, when he ſmete the Fgyptians, and delivered our 
Fovſes, And Ezed. 13.9. ver. Ard it ſhall be for a figne #u- 
ro thee upon thine hand, and for a memorial betwees thine eyes, 
that the Lords Law may be in thy month : for with a frong 
hand bath the Lord brought thee out of Egykt, Thug eriniume 
rmarye, he kept the Paſſcover, and the ſprinkling of Bload, that 
Feaſt aud Solemnity of the Paſſceover ; and that communera- 
dive Rite or Sacrament of the Sprinkling of Blood, 

 'Q. Bur how did Moſes keep it ? Did wot the whole Cons 
gregation alſo obſerve it ? 

A. Thui, Z1oſrs by Authority from God, as the Chief 
Magiſtrate of the Jewiſh Common-wealth, commanded it to 
be Celcbrared, and by his Example did enccurage the Peo- 
ple to its Obſervation : And ſo ſome renders the Word in 
the mot common notion. Fecit; he made the Paſſcover, he 
tom God Inflituted this Office, and eanſed ic to bs Cele. 
brated; As geod Joſiah (after lorg dif. uſe, and giſcontinus« 
ance) kept the Faſſeever, 2 Chron, 35. 1, thit is, by Authos® 
rity ke reftored, and commanded the Obſervation. Others, 
a3 the Vulgar Reade it, Celebravit, he Celebrated: For thus 
alſo it is uſed, 2 Chrov, 35.16. 17.18, So alt the ſervice of 
the T.ord ws prepared the ſame day te keep the Peſſtover, and 
to offer burnt off:rings upon the Altar of the Lord, according 
go the Commandement of King Jofiah, And the Children of 
\Yirael that were preſert, kept the Paſſcover at that time, and 
the Feaft of wnleavened Bread ſeven dayes, And there was no 
Paſſcover like to that kept in [ſrael, from the dayes of Samuel 
the Prephet : neither did ak the Kings of Iſrael keep ſuch # 
Paſſeover as Johah kep!, and the Priefts, ard the Levites, aud 
all Judah end Iſrael that were preſent, and the Inhabitants of 


Jernſalew : 


| Moſes his Peſtsuall, 
Jeruſalem : where Keeping of it, is the obſerving of it ; 
Moſes kept it, by commanding the Prieſts, by preparing and 
offering ; the p:ople, by attending and obſerving it : And (o 
it is diſtinaly obſerved of /o/4h, he kept ; that is, he com- 
manded both Prieſt and People to doe their reſpeRive Dun- 
ties in keeping it, in the ſecond ſenſe, that's i (Celebrating 
it, 2 Chron, 35.1. compared with the 2. 3,7. & 8, Verſes : 
which further appears by that Clauſe, Pur the holy Ark in the 
houſe which Solemon the Son of David King of Iſrael did 
build: ir (hall not be a berden npon your ſhoulders : ſerve now 
the Lord your God, ana his people Iſrael, ver. 3, Where, as 
Irnim ebſcrves, He gave licenſe and commiſſion to perform 
it not clancularly, bnt conſpicuoufly and publikely ; as if 
he had ſaid ; Ne amplitu foris aut per dews! ; Doe it not 
privately, ay you find an oppertunity ; but in the publique 
appointed place, from which you were by Tyranny formerly 
reſtrained, the Temple being ſhuc up, and the Publique 
Werſhip interdited, or ſuppreſſed, and coneluded within 
private Walls ; but doe it Solemanly, with the greateſt pomp, 
ani moſt eminent manner, ercording to the Writing of David 
and Solomon, ver.g. So then, Facere Paſcha, is proper to 
Aloſes and lofieh,to give order that the Worſhip of God be 
obſerved ; Parare immolare (enmalters Paſcha; To kill, to flay, 
and rot the Paſſcover, and cffer that belongs peculiarly co the 
Prieſts, and Levites ; Fdere, Celebrare, peragere Paſcha ; To 
Eat, Celebrate, and obſerve the Paſleover, belongs joyntly and 
ſeverally to Moſes, the Priefts, and Levites, and whole 1/-ael, 
| to Prince, Prieſt, and People, a Chros. g5. 17, 


The S:50ud Fart, 


t. Its a ſpeciall a& of holy Faith to obſerve Gods Infti- 
tations, Rites, and Ordinances; though the killing of a Lawb, 
and the Ceremonies of that Service might ſeem contemptible, 
and ridiculous ; or at leaſt, no way effieacions or uſefull to care 
nall reaſoners, who judge by Fleſh and Blood ; yet Moſes 
will ſee chis whole ſervice performed : well he knew; that ir 
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ie net rhe material partsof a Sacrament, of Inſtitution whic!! 
makes it an holy Daty ; bur the efficient, the Anthority of 
the Inflitotion, and our obedienee to it : And it 1s the great- 
et expreffion of Faith, to obey God in his loweſt Orders. 
Moſes farther did know, T bat Sacraments and Divine Infii- 
tations,communicate and derive their vertnes, not from them= 
(cire: 5mp'y and abiratedly conſidered; bat from the wiſe» 
dem cf Ged commanding them, and his bleſſing and ©004- 
peſe attending the Religions obegiential! performance of 
room : 2nd that thoneh Goa hag NOT (> tyed himſelf, 2nd his 
Þ -f1:0x5 ro thern, that he cannot doe otherwiſe ; yet he hath 
{o reſoived, that commonly be will net blefſe, nor (hew him. 
ſe'f in merey, bur by them ; at le, he will nor be mereifull 
to the coniradifters and blaphemers, who negleR, contemns, 
:=4 vilife them, and ſo impenitently perſiſt ; neither doth 
God our Heavenly Father give his bleffings npon the bare 
ſormail nſe of chem, bnr the obedientiall and durifall, whieh 
1s the keeping of them in Faith: becauſe theſe externall ex- 
erci.es and offices work not Phyſically by a Arong and irrefifi- 
ble influence and cauſality, as naturall eauſes produce their 
effe&s; but morally, according to the qualifications and capa- 
cities of tie paticnt @r ſubjeA, Thence that nuſuall expreffi. 
on, that their work 15 rpon a patient, now porernters obrcens, 
wao makes a r<'igions application of their proper ends, and 
uſes, things of themſelves uſefull and helpfull (as all thoſe are, 
and {o far ene'y are neceſlary znd npon this account) for the 
attainment avy deſigned end, loſe their vertue, when neg- 
iefted, fleighted, or formally and dully performed ; bur if 
diligently and faithful! imployed, then they prove very ſuc- 
eciiefu!! rowards their end, and the parties receive great be- 
melits ana acvantages by them, as might be ſeverally inflan. 
ecd ip each Chriftiap Inflitution. Bur I ſhall onely endea-» 
vour tO elear it, from that place of Saint Pas/, Rom. 2. 25, 
v hich will ſerve both fer a proef and i!lnfiration ; (ircam- 
crſ-on (ſaith he) verily profiteth ; Cireemcifon, an externall 
Outward Right ang Ordinance in the /ew/ſh Church, verily pre- 
titeth, or 13 profitable ; as the Seripture is profitable, that 


whick 
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which doth much advantage a Chriſtian ſoule toward the 
reformation of his life, and perſeverance in newnefle of !''e, 
and holy ebedience, if rightly made uſe of ; bur if he <i- 
cher diſ-uſeth, or abnſerh, (as many doe, and have done, 
witneſle Saint Peter, 2 Pet, 3. 16. which they that are wnnlear- 
ned, aud unſtable wreſt, ax they doe alſs the other Seriyturer nn- 
to their own deftrettiov; ) they loſe the happy furtherances, 
and ayds of this very profirable inftrument, So Circumeif- 
on Is profitabie, ro forward, and farther (and ſo by perfect 
analogy, our Chrifitan Inftitutions and Sacraments, as Bap- 
teſme, and the Eucherift, Catechifng, Confirmation, Lirurgy, 
conference, &c.) their walking with God, if they obſerve it 
aceording to the tenor of the Inftitmtion, which was to be an 
obligation ef ob:dience to God the Initicntor; if not, it be- 
comes null and voyd 16 them, becauſe of their ingratitude 
and unmworthineſfle. The Sacraments, &c, rhen are as helps, 
Auxjliaries; God theefticient, his preparing, preventing. and 
aſh.:ing grace che cauſe of our converſion, and perſeverance. 
And hence the poſition of the Schooles, Dems ſolum product 
gratiam, ad preſevtiam Sacramentorum : and they are ſuchy 
helps, if rightly uted, re which God will eoncnrr with his 
Grace, to make their nſes 00014 and effeAna'l. And ſo Pa- 
744 interprets this, wobair, ot profiteth, that is, wſnm a Des 
promiſſam prefer ; it performs and fulfills that uſe promiſed 
hy God ; all whieh is fully confirmed frem the 27. verſe, 
Shad wot wncireumeorfion which i by nature. if ut fulfil! the 
L aw, jndze th:e, who by the latter and Cirenmeiflon dee triuſ. 
greſſe the Low ? that is, thoſe who have not thoſe profitables, 
helps, and means as thos haſt. ro enable to the performance 
of the Law; condemn thee of negligence, ingratitade, and 
contempt, by their endeavonrs to ent goe thee ia obedience ; 
yea, who oui-lirip, and out-goe the being defticute of theſe 
forees ; and therefore, thou havisg, but net vſing them, act re- 
praveable and inexcuſable. 1s ſamme, no piows wan will 
unne ceflarily negle& the means of Piety ; as no gaod Huſ- 
band he helps of thriving, Every pions may Will make uſe 
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of alanees, to grow in Grave, aud in the Knowlidge of on» 
Lord and Saviour leſws Chriſt, 

2. It is the Duty of the Supreme Magiftrate, to provide 
that the outward Offices of Divine Worſhip, and the holy 
Ordinances be duely and decently Celebrated ; and jn eaſe 
of neglet, by their Authority, to enjoyn and command their 
Celebration, For the Chiet Magiſtrate is, Utrinſg, Table 
Eufio: I Vindex, as appears from the Example of Hezebiab, 
2 Chr:n, 29.8. 11. & 30. 1, compared with 2 Kings 18, 4, 
6, and of Moſes, Dent, 33+ Jo 4. 5o of Toftish, lo(h, £4, I. 
& 29, | David, 1 Chron, 15. 4; 15. 43: 33. 2. 4.6 So 
Silomon, leheſhaphat, Nehemiah ,; and ſo it was believed, and 
received all along by the Chriſtian Church, as is obyiens to 
ail, who have any knowledge in Ecclehiafticall Stories and 
Cultymes, - 

2. Nature, by it's ſuppsiitions, doth conclude againſt us, 
That we engh: is Worthip God. The Egyotiax Sciences 
brought Moſes to the contemplation mT" Gros of the Eternal)! 
Being, if we may belceve Saint Bafill, How, 54, ad adojeſcen. 
tet; for Nature, as blind as ſhe is, doth at long running, find 
an Eternall Power and Being, on which all things depend 
for their conſctvation, becauſe from it all derive their Be- 
ing, Creation, and produGion, (conſervation being nothing 
elſe, bat the ſatne 4% of Creation in flaxe, paſſing and g0- 
ing on from an inſtant to a dnration) and therefore of ne. 
eefficy, there muſt be intercourſe between God and Man, 
che excellency of the Creation and Maſter-piecce @f all his 
works. But Faith advances higher, having received a robler 
light from Heaven, and diſcovers how to Wetſhip God ac- 
ceptahly, nnto all well-pleaſing. and by ſuch rites as may 
exprefle onr experience and thankfulnefle for former ſpeejall 
favours, and beſpeak our hope and dependance for he future 
continuance of them, and addition ef better, according to 
tis exceeding precious Promiſes; amd this is indeed to Wor- 
(ip, and keep a Paſſeover, an holy FeaRt, throngh Faith, to 
God, Natnre diſcovers in grofle, and darkly, where Paith 


propoſeth 
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propoſeth eicariy and diſtintly ; Nature mighe v11 Moſes 
2 dark and dimne generall, that Ged way the preferyer of 
man-kind ; buc Faith particularly affuces him what Reaſon 
conld not Eye, that in one Night, by a moſt cerrible Exc- 
cntion, an Angel would make a totall defirn&ion of all the 
Firt-horn in the ſpacions Country, and among the nnme- 
rons people of Egypt - And farther yer, That in this ſo ſpeedy 
and univerſall rzine of them, he would diftingniſh the Ha- 
bitations of the [ſrarlite: (then mixed and-fojourning among 
them) by the effuſion of tae blood of a Lambe upon the 
Lintell, &c. This oſes belceved, and therefore kept the 
' Pafſeover : True Faith makes men devout, holy, to keep all 
Gods Ordinances and Inflitutions, 


4. Moles kepr, Fc, The Tews had their Paſſeover; ſo have 


we ours, 1 Cor. 5. For even Chrift our Paſſeover is ts Sacti- 
ficed for. a, Ecce Agnus Det, Behold the Lambe of Ged, 
lohn ry. 29, They had an Altar ; fo have we, Heb. 13, 16. 
we have an eAltay, whereof they have xo right to cat wich 
ſerve the Tabernacle, They 2 Cirenineifion ; ſo we, Cel, 2. 
it. in who alſo ye are Circnmciſed with the Circumcifion 
made without handt, in jttiing off the bedy of the ſins of the 
fleſh, by the Circumciſion of Chrif, We a Bapriſme ; ſo they, 
; Cor. 10. 2. Ad were ak Baptized nnte Moſes, inthe Cloud 
ard the Sea: Chrift the end of the Law to all Beleevers, both 
Iews and Gentiles, Bnt of this formerly, | 

5. Moſes kept, &c, He Killed the Sacrifice, and Fealted 
on it: Here was hoth, Secrificinwm, and Secrum epalum , al- 
waycs in their Sactificing, they did Eat with Mirth and Fe- 
Fivity on ſome pacts of the Sacrifice, Exod, 18. 12, Dext, 
2, 6, to the 16, 1 Sem. g: 12, 13, When we keep onr 
Paſſeover, let us Feaſt, and be joyfull before the Lord onr 
King ; It is very meer, right, and our bcunden Duty ſo rs 
doe. To appoint and obſerve a Faft, and prohibie all Chri- 
Rian rejoycing and Feaſting, on our Paſſeover;our great Fe- 
tivall, the Lords Day ; 1s to eonfound a Day of Humiliati- 


vo, 3nd Thankſgiving, and to oppoſe the prattice of the 


Upiverſall Church, and hath by it been alwayes adjudged a 
pt H Schiſme, 
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Sehiſme, Saint Fan! hith otherwiſe erdered the matter, 
1 (#*,5.8.(Therefore let s keep the Feaſt, not with old lea- 
ven, neither with the lraven of malice and wickhedneſſe - but 
with the unleavened bread of ſincerity and trath; ) by his illn- 
cion therefore #9priouw, ſolemnly Feaſt, ſaith Calvin , Feffam 
Celebremms, (6 Eraſmus, keep the Feaſt, make an holy day, 
not for Heathemiſh ſports; bur Heavenly Duties, that as the 
Saints glorified have their Hallelujahs ; ſo we onr Rejoy- 
cings, Triumphs, and Thankſgivings for the Reſarrefion of 
onr Lord. | 

6. Leff the Deffroger, Fc. They who are in preat tribn.. 
lation, are for all that ſo reſpetey by the all Wiſe God, 
That the Deſtroyer of their Sonles ſhall net tonch them ; 
Pſal. 91. 5, Thow ſhalt not be afraid for the terrenr by Night : 
nor for the Arrow that flyeth by Day : for God limits hig 
Power, as he layes eommands npon the Sea ; Hitherts ſhalt 
thon goe, and wo further : Which is elear in Jobs eaſe, Job x, 
12. eAwud the Lord ſaid unts Satan, Behold, all that be bath 
i in thy power : onely upon himſelf put not. forth thive haxd, 
So Satan went forth from the preſeuce of the Lord, 


Tae Third Part, 


Almighty God and Heavesly Father, who pave thine oue- 

() ly Son to be our Paſſtover, aud to be Sacrificed for 1, 
am the Lambe of God ; Grant. that we may keep the Feaſt, 
continne the memory of that Sacrifice with a Sarraweutal 
Communion, ard ſolemze joy and Thanksgivirg, that fo thog 
may be pleaſed, by the effufon of ' the preciors Blpod of the 
[mmacplate Lambe, to waſh and clenſe m from af! anrighte- 
onſneſſe ; that though onr ſix; be as 11d 4 Scarlet, yer being 
bathed in that Blood, they mMAy be white 4 Snow ; and by the 
power of the Death of thy Sou, redrers tu from the firength 
and ſting of. Death, avd the Deſtroging Augell {who bad the 
power of Death) that he tonch w not, And laſtly, when the 
E-cat Supper axd AMarryage of the Lambe ſpell cone, we may 
| LD ft 
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fit down With Abrabiam, Iſaae, 4nd Jagob, is Piaſt and Bax 
qnet with them, aud the Aſſembly of Saints 'in Hiaves, be- 
fore the Throne of God 10 all Eternity, for our Paſſcovors 
ſaks, by whom wo are faves, and for hem we bleſſs and 


prayſe thee, to whom mith the bely Spirit, be all Honour aud 
Glory, eAmes, 
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Heb. 11. 29, 
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By Faith they paſſed through tbe Red Sea, as by dry 


Land : which the Egyptians 4ſſ«yizg ts dos were 
' Drowned, _ 


Journey : The former Saeramentall ; this reall : The 

former, as a Memorial! of the Angcls paſhne by 

Ifracl in the Egyptian Plagne ; in this, /ſrael paſſed 
from Egypt, the Place of cheir Captivity, aud advanced towards 
Canaan, the Land of their Inhericance ; For it was, By Faith 
they paſſed throwgh the Red Sea, Oe, 


The Firſ® Part, 


Hi: is another Paſfeover ; The fermer a Feaſt; this a 


The onely Terime or Particle which in this Paſſage needs 
Explication, (the reſt being a plain Narrative of matter of 
Fa&) is that Relative {they] whether this, take in it's eireui! 
every individuall 1ſraclite which paſſed:;-or it relates onely 
co the Majority, avd greater ”_ of the Paſſengers ; or 
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it belongs 6nely to ſeme few pecaliar ſeleRted, and approved 
Perſons among them, whoſe Faith found and procured a 
Paſſage for the reſidue ? 

{c 13 erne, That in he greateR latitude,and largeſt extent, 
this (r6ez) muſt not be underfiood of every ſingle /ſrgelite; 
nof in the more reſtrained ſenſe, of the Major Part : bur it 
maſt be conceived in the meſt narrow and Rrifteſt accepta- 
tion, for ſome ſelef ones; all /ſracl paſſed npon the credir 
and Faith of a few of them z+For theugh the Apaſtle ex. 
preſſe it at firſt with the nuiverſall Terms, af paſſed, x Cor, 
10. I. 5. Yet, to prevent miſtakes, he paſſeth an exception in 
that antitheſis, ver. 5, «Aa 'vs & m16 Aloo, the many, the 
majority of them eould not paſſe for faithtull ones, and be 
approved ; For, for their infidelity they were overthrown in 
the Wilderneſfſe all of them ; onely tro make a namber, two 
were excepted, [efoneh and Caleb, Numb. 26. 65, all the 
reſt fel] nnder Gods diſpleaſure : though God was pleaſed 
co accept the Faith of thoſe rwo faithfull perſons for, and 


reward it with the Deliveracee of the whole Colle&ive 
Body. 


The Second Part, 


1. Faith is effieacicus ts Beleevefs, not onely in their 
perſonall eapacities, as they are ſingle Beleevers ; bur alſo 
18 their Politick, as members of a bedy. Sec 2 Kings 22, 
19. Iſay 65.8. I will fpere a whole elnffer, far one or two ſer- 
vants of mine. The Faith of a few, a ſmall few, condneerh 
to the advantage of many ; ef a little part, two Perſons, 
conveys influence of the whole : With God, Derominatio 
non ſumitur 4 majors, ſed 4 meliori parte ; as the-firft fruits 
conlecrates the whole walle : a little leaven leayeneth the 
whole lump ; ſo a few Saints, makes a whole Chnreb, 2 
Church of Saints, though the many ameng them he wicked, 
1 Cor. 1.2, The Chnurch of Corinth, a Church of God, though 4 
wired Church; or elſe the Apoſtle had not taken coonizance 
2f it, nor cenſured thoſe Tares armong the Wheat ; For he 

pro” 
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profeſieth, He had nothing to doe with them that ave without, 
Extra Eccleſiam, 1 Cor. 5. 12, though many hareticall, ma- 
ny wicked, contentions Sehiſmaticks in that eommunion *« 
Jer A Chnreh of Saints, C&8P, I. ver, 2, even che very InNce- 
finqus (judeed by Saint Pas!) a Member of the Church, elſe 
he had not jadged him ; and his nneleanneſſe no way defi- 
led the whole ; for he faith poſitively of the whole, 5x ye 
are waſhed, 1 Cor. 6, 11. even a Brothey may be « Fornica- 
gor, Fc, x Cor. 5. It. and lo remainerh, till cenſured by the 
Pomer of the Keyes; and even then (becanſe Excommuni- 
eation 1s not for Defirution, bat for Fdification ; not for 
Excifion of the Menaber, bur Medicine) if he reform, of a 
Brother frem nz, he is become one of us; net de »ove, be- 
199 Creared, but Reftored aftey his lapſe, and recovered, 

2, When the Faithfull are in firaits, not knowing which 
way to turn ; Faith diref#: and conduits them : Ir ſaith, 
Stand flill, ſee the ſalvation of the Lord, Exod. 14, 13. Thy 
Roda, and thy Staſfe, they comfort me, ſaith Danid, Pal. 23. 
4. Wren Iſrael was parſucd by Pharash, and eppofed by 
che Red. Sea, Faith made a way threngh the-great depths : 
And ſuch was the reſolution of Hezrkiah, a Chron, 32.7.8. 
Be ſtrong and conragiom, be not afraid wor diſmayed for the 
King of Alytia, wor for all the wnltitnde that «© with him - 
for there be moe with mi, then with him, With him ts an arm 
of flaſh, but with us is the Lord our God ts help ua, and to fight 
oxr Battels, And the prople reffed themſelves upen the words 
of Hetekiah King of Indah. Faith opened the belly of the 
Fhale, and found lonas 4 paſſage thence, Tonah 2, Ir epened 
the Iron Gates of the Priſon, Acts 12. and diſcovered to Peter 
4 way to eſcape. The Valjes and Mountain: (hall be divided 
into Rivers and Fountains for Beleevers, Iſay 41, 18, and 
theſe Rivers ſhall be for paſſes and faferies, Iſay 4. t. 2. 3. 
God will {uſpeng the «tivity of the Klements, thar the fire 
barneth them not, (Da», 3.) the warers drown chem nor, 
as here, God ſtilloth the madneſſe of the prople, the noyſe of 
their. waves, Pſal. 65. 7. Iay 17. 12. Roppeth their fury, 
that they prevail not, fapd like the enrased Sea, overflow 

no:) 
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net) 2n4 ſwallow all up ;. for ſa theſe mighty Watets Wenld' 
doe, if like the Sea, they were not Dounded. Sg 

3. They paſſed, and their Paſſage way ſmooth and plain; 
they paſſed ws die" Znpds, 45.by dry Lend ; to re-mind us, 

1, That to the Almighty, all wayes are equally feafidle 
and eafie, the Night and. the Day, Sea and Land are hoth 
alike, ke hath the ſame poyer aver both ; he can provide for 
his people in the Wilderneſſe, as well ay Cavan, Thou 
which haft ſhewed me (ſaith David, Plal. 71. 19, 20.) great, 
and ſore tronbles, (1 ſhall have thy paſſe and ſafe conan; ) 
for thou ſÞa/1 quicken me again, and ſhalt bring me np again 
from the depths of the Earth. | 

2, That the whole Univerſe is abſolutely and arbitrarily 
ſubje& ro the Almighty ; onr God, is.in Heaven, and be 
({aith, the Pſalmiſt) harh done whatſeever pleaſed him, in the 
Earth , the Sea, and the great deeps, 1I6b extends his 
Soveraignty, and Supreme Juriſdifion. beyond the cireuir 
of the Snn and Moon, to every quarter and corner, part and 
parcel! of the worlds great frame, 195 26, 6, 7.8. 9. 10, 
11.12, God is. every where, and his power roleth over all 
Mountains and Vallies, Deſerts and Champania's , if we be 
Iſraelites indeed, in whom there is no guile, he wilt prov 
vide for us in the one, as well as the other : Parris eff, ubj.e 
eBng, vir fortis ſedem cligerit, was the determination of an 
honeſt Heathen ; Ir 1s far more certain, every place is a 
pleaſant, comſortable, and acceptable ſeat to a fincere Chri- 
Rian ; for the all wiſe God, who ruleth all, is kis God and 
Guide, he will never fail, nor ſorſake them, who pur their 
tuft in him; Pſal, 125, 1.2.3: 

4. The Eojpiians made the like attempt; yet they had 
nor the ſame ſuceefſe, their aſlanlt and. enterprize proved 
fatall : fo experimented is that of David, Pal. x1. 5.6. 
The Lord tryeth the Rightcous ; they have their tryalls, amd 
ſhall firſt have then, 1 Peter 4. 17. but they ſhall find a way 
ro eſcape, though with ſame diflieulty ; and theo the Apo- 
les inference there is Obſervable ; And if it begin at wa, 
wh.3t ſhall the end be of them-that oboy not the Goſpel of God? 

| ans 
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and wien their tryalls ends, then vengeance begins 2nd over- 
takes the gngodly ; For it follows, Uposn them he [hai 14s 
ſnares, fire, &'c, vengeance ſhall meer thera, when they at: 
purlning revenge, and defiruRtion ſhall fall on ther, when 
they are proſeenting their deſignes of intereſt and paſſion, 
With the greateſt eagerneſle and confidence, 

5. Sient in Aarti alii perenmt, alis evadunt ; fis in judicio 
uns aſſumetur, alims relinquetur « This Paflape, a lively Em- 
blem ef rhe great day of acconnts ; The /ſraclites ſhall be 
raken, the Egyptians ſhall be left ; the ſafferers here ſhall 
be Crowned then ; the proud perſecaters here ſhall then al. 
ſo be the greateſt ſnfferers ; then ſhall the difference be 
wade betwixs the rightrows avd the wicked ; betwixt bim that 
Saerificeth, Fe. 

6. Obſerve here the temper and diſpofition of erucl] 
Tyrants, and Perſecntors ; they proceed from one mwicked- 
neſſe to another, and incorrigibly perfiſt, till they run vp- 
on tacir own ruine. Here way merey upon merey declarcd 
to the /ſraclites, judgement npon judgemeng extended and 
executed upon the Egpprians ; and in every mercy to the 
one, a Miracle; and in every judgement upon theſe, a Mi- 
racls too ; and yet no merey ean proveke them te an iml- 
tation, no jadgements divert their malice, no miracles of 
mercy or judgement. work npon their enraged, obdurate 
heartt!: Hardneſſe of heart, a certain fore-runner of venge- 
ance ; Rom 2. 5. But after thy hardues, aud impenitent heart, 
rreaſureſt xp unto thy ſelfe wrath, againſt the day of wrath, 
aud revelation of the righteous jnagement of God, Beware we 
therefore of an evill heart. Heb, g,12, 13. Take heed, Bre- 
threw, left there be in any of you au evil heart of wnbeliefs, is 
departing frem the living God. But exhirt one another dojly, 
while it ts called to day, leff any of you be hardened thresgh 
the deceitfulnefſe of fix. And pray we to God, to give us a 
render, tractable, eorrigible ſpirit, that we obſerve the wayes 
of his merey and gudgemeats; P/al, 107, #! 1. Who ſo © wiſe, 
and will obſerve theſe thing1, even they {þ all augerFand the 
loving hinanefſo of the Lord. 
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-, But not onely the judgement, but the Manner and 
Mcrthod of Gods proceeding with the Egyptians in judge- 
ment, is very confiderable: The Plotters, Orderers, and Fx- 
ecutioners of that Deerce, to Drown all the Male 1/raclir;ſh 
Children, are now by the Righteous [ndge, doemed to be 
ſwallowed up of the Sea ; As they meaſured ro others, they, 
ncw receive from God : Facinns wen [ara pared : according LO 
mens {fns, ſo are their temporal! puniſhments :. For either, 
f5r the evill deeds they have done to others, they ſuffer the 
farne in kind : As in £Adoni-bezok, who felt and confeſſed this 
legr3 talionts, that exa& Rule of Juſtice wherewith God 
paniſheth offenders ; ſndges 1. 7. eAnd Adoni.bezek ſad, 
Threeſcore and ten Kings having their thumbs, and their great 
toes cnt off, gathered their meat nnder my Table : au I have 
dove, ſo God hath requited me, Pharaoh Decrees the Drown- 
ing of the Iſraelitiſh Males, Exod, 1. 22. All the Firſt-born 
of Pharaoh, &c. Exsd, 15, 5. Seir 72jojced at the deſolation of 


Jeruſalem; ſo ſhall ] dre wnto thee : thon ſhalt be deſolate, O 


mount Seir, and all Idumea, evenall of it : and they ſhall know 
that I am the Lord, Enek. 35. 15, Becanſe Uriah fell by the 
Sword of David ; therefore the Sword muſt fall oy Davids 
Henuſe, 2 Sam, 12. 10, The Ghaldean ſpojlers, ſhall be fhoyled, 
Habb. 2. 8. or elſe they ſuffer ſomthing which hath Analo- 
gy or Reſemblance with their fins. The Old World Drowned 
firft in fin; then in the Deluge, Sodewe firft burring-in luſt, 
then in fire, /{r40l forſaok Gog; then God left {/rael : they 
ſerved not the Lord : then the Lord made them ferve $h;- 
(4%, 3 Chron. 12. 6.7. $, which is exprefied by the recita- 
tion of the judgement, Jer, 5,19. And it ſhall come to paſſe 
when ye (hall ſay, Wherefore doth the Lord our God all theſ: 

things unto ws ? then ſalt thou anſwer them ; Like ms je have 
for (aken me, and ſerved firaxge pods in your land ; fo ſhall ye 
ſerve ftravgers in & land that i not yours. Solemon went not 
fully after God; therefore he ſhall nor have a full Kingdom : 


| he divided his heart berwixt God and AſPtaroth, (1 Kings 


It. 5.6.) therefore his Kingdora (hall be divided, (1 Kings 
13.16. @c.) or elſe, if they cſeape either, or both of rhe 
= {Ormer 
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| former wayes of proceeding in judgement ; yet that there 
may be ſome Carattey in which men may Reade their fins in 
their judgements ; either the ſubje& matter of the judge. 
ment and ſin agreeth, that wherein we have finned, and 
that wherewith we are puniſhed; As Adam finned in eating 
the forbiddex Fruit ; therefore he muft ear the Fruits of the 
Earth in ſorrow. Thus was Korah and his aecomplices ſer- 
ved, Numb, 16, The Levites Wife, to the twelve Tribes, 
Judges 19. Elites Judgement, 1 Sam, 3, &. 4. Davids, 
2 Sum, 24. 10, ft, Hetekiahs, 2 Kings 10, 11.0, So the 
Jews ery ne King but ('sſar, is punifhed with no Eing and 
Ceſar ; and their politick fears and jealonfies, whieh they 
rived to depoſit, and prevent by all eraft and crnelty, did 
fall upon them, and their fears ſurprize them, {hx 11, 4$. 
For the Romans did come and take away both their place and 
Nation : or elſe (God to re-mind them, that he will pay 
them in their own coyn, that they muR drink of. char poy- 
ſon, which they filled for others) deth often meet them in 
his judgements, by ſuch eircumiances, as may diſcover their 
fin and demetit ; the time and place of the puniſhment, 
according with the time and place of the fin : as that of the 
Spies, Numb. 14. 33. 34. Ava your Chilaren ſhall wander in 
the Wilderneſſe forty years, and bear jour Whoredomes, untill 
your carkeiſes be waſted in the Wilderneſſe, After the #um- 
ber of the Dayes in which ye ſearched the lazd, even forty 
D azes, (each Day for a Yeare) ſhall ye beare your iniquities, 
even forty Years, and ye ſhall know my breach of promiſe, 
That of Jezebel, 1 Kings 21. 23. And of Jezebel alſo ake 
the Lord, ſaying, The Dogs ſhall eat lezebel by the Wall of 
Tezreel. And 2 Kings 9g. 36: This u« the Word of the Lord 
which he ſpake by hu ſervant Elijah the Tiſhbite, ſazivg, In 
the portion of lezreel, fball Dogs eat the Feſh of lozebel, And 
the carcaſe of Jetebel (hall be a dung. upon the face of the 
Field in the portion of Jezreel, ſo that they ſhall wat ſay, This 
is [ezebel. 
.. $8, Here we have many hazards to paſſe ; Faith will 
make the paſſages cake and comfortable : the great and af 
I paſſe 
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paſſe is Death, which is as a Red Sea in our way to Hea. 
ven ; all the Art of Life, is ro learn to make this paſſage 
good; and this we ſhall doe happily, if we paſſe the time of 
our fojourning here in fear, {ollewing the paths of holinefſs 
and righteonſnefſe, for then we have aſſurance, that we ſhall 
paſſe from Death to Life, through Deach to Eternity, 2 Tims, 
4.7.8. 1 have finght a good fight, | have finiſhed my conrſe, 
/ have kept the Faith, Henceferih there # layd np for me « 
Crown of righteonſnefſe, which the Lord the rightcows [ndge 

al give me at that day: aud wot to me onely, but nnto thew 
alſe, that love hu appearing. 


The Third Part: 


Lmighty God, which dia ſafely leade thy people Iſrael 
through the Red Sea; Behold, ſee we beſeech thee, we are 
people, be thou our God, aud gride, for our help ftandeth in thy 
name ; leade is by the fill Waters, in the paths of righteoa{ſ- 
neſſe, for thy uames ſake : And though the Devill, and the 
World purſue onr Soules with deadly hatred ; yet ſard ont thy 
eruth and light, let them leade tu, and bring s to thy holy 
Hil, aud to thy Tabernasls : and when we walk through the 
Valey of the ſhadow of death, let thy right hand uphold ws, 
for our Souls followeth hard after thee ; let oxr paſſage to the 
Heavesly Canaan, though throngh many tribalatiens, be rafts, 
eaceable, religious, and comfortable, that we be not condemned © 
with the World, but we neay paſſe = Heath, to life; from Egypt, 
ro Canaan ; from the World, to thee, the lover ard Saviour of 
Soules, And to this end, make ws to paſſe the time of our 
ſojourning here is fear, that whatſeever way happen to 1 in 
the way ; yet at the end, we may ſo paſſe the Waves of this 
troubleſome World, that we may come into the land of aever- 
laſting life, through Jeſma Chriſt our Lord, Amen. 
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| Heb. 17. 30. 


By Faith the Walls of Jericho fel! down, after they were 
compaſſed about ſeven dayes. 


7 TE have done with the AQ, and Safferings of 
| jJ Moſes : Now follows the feats of /oſhnah, his 


Y Sneceflor, and of Iſrael nnder his condu@ ; For 
then, By Paith the Wall of Tericho fell down, &'s. 


The frff Part, 


The fall Hifloricall Relation is Penned, Jonah 6. and is 
plain, beyond exception ; that which is te be examined, 
may bt ; What uſe the Hebrews (to whem the Apolile preſ- . 
ſeth this for an infflance) could make hereof, ſecine theſe 
events were miraculons, and extraordinary ; and they had 

ne aſſurance God would work extraordinarily. and miracu- 
louſly for them : Conld they faney, withoue high pride and 
preſnumption,' that the Seas ſhould divide themſelves into a 
Paſſage for them ; or that fenced Cities fhonld fall down at 
their appreacbes, or upon their Beſeigings : And the right 
determining of the caſe thus ſtated, may be this, | 

It is true, we canport expeft, may not. demand, what in 
particular their Faith obtained; becauſe they had @ protniſe 
from God for theſe : whereas we have no ſneh Promiſes, and 
therefere cannot aske them in Faith, Rew. 14. 23. which 
alwayes pre-ſuppoſeth either expreſſe Prxcept, or Promiſe 
in ſuch eaſes: Bur in genera!! we know, That what weaske 


|. 2 be. 
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belecving, we ſhall receive ; that is, what we ask by war- 
rant and allowanee of Gods Word, which is the potent aſ- 
ſurance, evidence, and record for ear Faith : If any extra- 


' ordinary Revelation be indulged, then we may pretend to 


the like extraordinary ſucceſſes, becauſe Gods power is ſtill 
the ſame, alwayes inftnite ; and when he will aQtuarte (as 1 
may ſpeak) that Power, then, Credenti omnis poſſibilia; no. 
rhing is impoſſible to a Beleever withour an hyperbole, or exe 
ceiſe of expreffion ; nothing which is an ObjeGt of F:ith, and 
ſo far as it is ſo ; nothing for which we have a promiſe, 


provided, we keep within that compaſſe, and the tenure 


thereof ; for God hath refitained and tinted our deſires in 
Earthly things, and preſcribed bounds and limits to oer Pe« 
citions concerning them, It is crue, for onr ſpiritnalicies, we 
have an abſolute word of Promiſe, as large as can be defi- 
red, That our Faith ean conquer Hell, and purehaſe Heaven, 
which is indeed, every thing which can be hoped for : fo 
that, if we will not loſe, and caſt away one ſelves, God will 
ſave us, in deſpight of all oppeſition, and all the powers of 
darknefle, Bat for our Temporalities, the Promiſe is condi- 
rionall, made tp with exceptions and proviſo's, which con. 
fines our petitions, to ſaite for them ander a clanſe of ſub. 
miſhon, and expediency, ## oraine ad fpiritualia : for we 
have his conceſhons and grant for them, onely for ſo much, 
and (o long, as may tend to his glory, and ſerve for our ſpiri- 
tuall concernments and intereſts, 


The Second Part, 


1: Jericho fel at the ſound! end Alarams of &e, The 
Enemies of Gods Church ſhall fall, and not be able to ariſe, 
not by the force of Armes, or prevaleney of the Sword, or 
any other humane afſfiftances : bur by the Voyce of his Meſ- 
ſengers, and the Preaching of his Word, ſounding like a 
Trumpet by .them, and the Prayers of his People ; God 
ſhewerh himſelf the Almighty, by giving efficacy and firength 
to his word, {to caſt down every thing that exalteth it ſelfe 


againf 
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againſt the knowledge of God, aud bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Chrift, z Cor, 10. 4.5) and to 
the ſpiricuall weapons of his Church, prayers and tears, he 
doth great and wonderfnll things for her, not by force, er 
an Army ; but by bu Spirit, Zach, 4, 6, And when Anti- 
Chriſt ſhall be confounded, and defiroyed ; God, to ſhew the 


irrefiftable power of his word, evaxweey md mituen, will re. 


dnee, bring him ro nothing, when he is in his Pontificalibus, 
his greateſt height of pride, conſume him with his word ; 
for it is vipyis, of great efficscy, Heb, 4. 12. (harper then any 
two-edged Sword, like Samuels Sword, to cut Agag in pieces 
that he appear no more; to. hew*a way through all eppoſi- 
on, and cut dowht all eppoſers. God needs not, will not 
bave his Canſe Managed by a ſtanding Army : Religion al- 
wayes Joſeth by the Sword of Violence ; and Foree is both 
unneceſſary, and improper ſor the meek temper of Chri- 
Rtian Profeffion. That Cauſe is very bad, which hath no. 
thing but an Arm of Fleſh co jufiifie ir, and a few imper- 
tinent excuſes, as inſtfhcient to ſanRifie the defiene, Ay 
Adams Figg Leaves were to hide his nakedneſle: And the 
reaſon is given by the Captain of our Profeffion, 24y Kirg. 
dom & not of thu World, John 18, 36. is neither ereced, 
nor eſtablithed by Worldly Power ; thoſe Arts of frand and 
force, which are praRiſed for a worldly Kingdom. | 
2. Though Ged might have done this immediately by 
himſelf, yet he takes in the Miniſtery, and Hands ef the 
Prieſts, In the great Aﬀeaires of his Church, God brings 
about his own werk by them : God the Efficient, they the 
Labourers, and Work-men under him ; 9t#s cvvipyts, co- 
workers, under-workers to him, who labor under him, 1 Cor. 
3.9. & 15. 10, his Miniſters under him for his people, 
2 Cor. 3.6. Chrifts Embaſſadors in his abſence, and by his 
Commiſſion to negotiate the Aﬀaires of his. Kingdom, 2 Cor. 


5. 20, New thew we are Ambaſſadors for Chriff, « though 


| God did beſeech you by 1 : we pray you in Chriſts ſtead, be 
ye reconciled to God, Never object again them, That they 
are but men, ſabje& to like paſſions, finge Chriſt hath made 
them 
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them his Commiſon-Officers, this is eneugh te Rop all ca. 
viils: God alwayes made nſe, and ftill doth of ſuch Earthen 
Velſels, that the power may be of God, And as he made 
nle of a ſclef# order of men, the Prieſts ; ſo fiill he deth : 
not any cat of the Flock, hand over head ; but ſome ſepa. 
rated for this office, to get in and out before his People : 
veither can it be reaſonable to pretend, The People are 
cifted as well as they, and ſo they may Officiate, Grant ir, 
though it rarely prove ſ@; and God forbid their gifts ſhonld 
be either envied or denyed : But yet, they have not Au- 
thority, and that is as requiſite to a ſubordinate Officer, as 
ability ; and the Reaſon is, Becauſe God will have Order 
obſerved, even in his Church, take it-in whieh ſenſe you 
pleaſe. And as it would be a mad conſuhon in the Come. 
mon-wealth, fer every one who had, or rather ſhonld one. 


" ly pretend to have, (or but barely fancy that he had) ſnf. 


ficient knowledge of the Law, to take upon as a Tudge, to 
determine the caſe, paſſe ſentence, and exerciſe juriſditien, 
So would it be in the Church, if every conceited. Zealer, 
or able Schollar, or cathechiſed Brother, ſhonld preſume to 
eather a Congregation : For if this Objettion of theirs have 
any force, it wonld have ſerved the /ſraelites, to excnſe 
them for their attendance on their Prieſts in the expediti- 
ON, or any other of their Charch obſervations: Every Iſrae- 
lite almoſt, might bave pretended, they could doe as mneh 
as the Prieſts did here ; they could kill a Lambe, and roft 
it, and eat It as well as they ; they could kill a Bullock, and 
barn it as well as they; yet they durſt not : And when any 
of them did, they payd for their preſumption, Namb. 15, 
for they knew, though they eonld earry, and ſound the Tram- 
pers ; yet they knew not that God would gratifie their offi- 
clonſnefle ; they had reaſon not to belceve, bur ro ſu{pe& 
the event. They knew they conld kill a Larabe, but that 
T.ambe would not he a Pafſeoyer, the Priefs Hand mnſt be 
there ro make it ſo. They knew they conld kill a Bnllock, 
bat they could nor conſeerate it a Burnt Offering to the 
Lord, (that the Prieſts were to dot) # ſweet ſaverr to him, 


Levits 
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Levit, 1. 2, 3. &e. let the infiruments, or means be never 
ſo anlikely. co proud earnall reaſoners, or the ealily decei- 
ved, and deluded Vuigar; yet if Gced order, and make uſe 


of the Infiraments for oar good, it were madneſſe to diſ. 


pure our ſelyes out of their profic, and queſtion his Infiru. 
ment : And if he commands us the uſe of the means, ic 
were Rewgllion to rebift, and contempt to negleR them, Ic 
was Cexitream folly in Naamar, to ceme to Eliha for his 
Counſell, and then in anger, to quarrel! with it, with ang 
eAre not: Abana 4nd Pharpar, Rivers of Damaſeus, better 


then all the Waters of Iſrael > May I not waſh in them and. 


 beclear? So he turned, and wont away in 4 rage, x Kings 5. 
12. and therefore his ſervants took him up (ſharply for ir, 
ver. f3. And his ſervants came neer, and ſpake unto him, and 
ſaid, My Fatber, If the Prophet had bid thee dee ſorne great 
thing, wonldeft thou not have done it ? how mach rather thes, 
when he ſaith to thee, Waſh and be clean ? Chrift will have 
his Diſciples to eaſt their Net into the Sera, when he inten- 
ded to fill the Feſſel with Fiſher, Though he rayſed up L«- 
24748 (rom the dead by a Miracle, yet he will call in his 
Friends to aſiiance, ro looſe his napkin, avd take off bis 
grave clathes, Tohn 114 44. In the Miniftery of the Geſpe!, 
though God give the increaſe, yet Paul js to Plant, and 
Apolls to Water, Though the.People may ſhout before je- 
righo, yet the Prieſts have the charge of the Ark and Trum= 
ets. F 
: 3. God would not have this work of Faith, one daycs 
work ouely, they muſt Beſeige ic (even dayes, Ir 1s tor 
enouzh to doe well fer a while, and give over, we muſt held 
out our Chriſtian rece till we obtain ; fight, til] we be 
Crowned. The promiſed rewerd (Rom. 2.7.) « to the pati- 
ent contivuers in well-doing, who hold ent, and thas conely 
npon hopes : The crown of life is reſerved for the faithfull 
unto death, Chrifts Throne is demiſed and granted to the 
over-commer ; And ſalvation 1s appointed, for the endurer 
unto the end. | 
4. Jericho a finfull City, whoſe iniquities were ripe, god 
; there- 


Tericko Taken, 


fore neither the watchfulnefle and valor of Inhabitants and 
Senldiery within ; nor the works and warlike fortifications 
withont, could defend it from the battery of but ſeven 
ſonnding Trumpets ef Rams Horns, and the onely (hour of 
the Iſraclitiſh Campe, When Nicephorws Phecas (Cedren, 
Hiſt. pag. 542.) had built a ſpacious and Rrong Wall abcut 
his Palace to ſecure it, and himſelf in it ; in th@Nicht he 
heard a Voyece, crying, w Bamxiv, O King, though thou bailde 
eſt up to the Clondt, the Palace will zot be fernre, wir w ny, 
the ſin within will raine it, and all within it, Nothing ſab. 
verts a glorious Church, and flouriſbing State ; private Per. 
ſons, and their Eftates and Families, but the wickedneſie of 
them that dwell in the former ; and the Perſonal! crirces of 
che Oiher : P ſal, 107, 33. 34» He turxeth Rivers into a Wil. 
dertefſe : and the Water ſprings into dry ground. A fruitfull 
land into barreunefſe , for the wicthedneſſe of them that dwell 
therein, Nay, fin is of ſo defiruciive a nature, that it ſpoyls, 
diſhonours, and overthrows a good cauſe; when wicked men 
take the right ſide ; then, retro ſublapſa referri, then we (ee 
that fide loft, and periſh, by the criminouſneſſe of the ma- 
nazers ; A good Cauſe will never ſanRifie the wickedneſſe 
of the Undertakers. They were vain and lying words (7 he 
Temple of the Lord, &c) which the Jews confided in, ler, 
7. 4. ſneh a pretence conld not conſeerate their eyill do- 
ings, nor prevent.their judgements, ®er. 3.4.5. 6,7.8. 9, 
IO. Ii, as long as we incorrigibly perſiſt in our wicked 
Wayes, never think to cover and {ecure our [elves under the 
pretence of the Temple of the Lord : If we would have the 
Temple of the Lord, to be a glory, and to rehde among 
ns; a good Caulie to goe on and proſper : then the reſpe.- 
Rive pretenders, muſt be holy and good men. If we would 
have our Charei, and Stare to ſtand, their Walls and Bul. 
Warks, Laws, and Conſtitutions to hold ent, and be unde- 
moliſhed; then let us adorn the DoArine of God onr Sa- 
viour in all things ; otherwiſe, #doy vw xm, The Decree 
1s already gone, all ſhall be taken away, root and branch, 
A1.it, 21. 42.43. 6n within, being the prevailing party, will 

caſt 


Tericho Ta42a, 


laft all dowfl; and as nationall fins have this deſtruRtive poyer 


over the whole ; ſo particalar perſonall fins, ever parts and 
pareells thereof, private Eſtates and Families: Many men cal 
their houſes by their Names , aud their inward thoughts are, 
that they ſhall continue for ever, ana their dwelling places to 
all Generations, Pſa1.49.11. but even here wy wv xa, Fa- 
rilies and Houſes falls, ſore ſodainly, as by a marked open 
judgement fignally ; others inſenfibly, piece aſter piece, but 
at length totally, they having either their gronnd-work in 
blood, or their ftruure by fraud, ſacriledge and perjury, 
Zach,5.3.4. Habb,2.g. 10, 11. 12. ler, 22,13.&c. If then 


we will haye our Families to land, and Houſes to continue; 


endeavour to demoliſh and pull down the 5x«4vpam, the For- 
treſſes, and firong holds of fin; caſt dewn every imagina- 
tion which exalts ir ſelf againſt the Knowledge of God, 
break, and weaken the power of luſt; otherwiſe ſtill who w 
x2#6y, the unmortified fin will down with all : fellow that 
connſell, Break off your ſins by Repentanee, while we have 
the Prieſts of the Lord, lifting up their Voyees like Trumpets, 
and alaruming us therennto : Deale with onr fins, as Jofbuah 
With [ericho, deſtroy all, leave none alive, no reſerved, be- 
loved boſom fin, »9 accurſed thing, left the %fcy wv xaxiv, fall 
on us, 45 on the Iſraelites, Toſh,7.13. and as there way a cure 
up2n the re. builders of lericho, ro which the ApoRile alludes, 
Gal. 2.18, If I build again the things which 1 deſtroyed, | 
make my ſelf « tranſgreſſour, So, far fear of this curſe, let not 
ns deſtroy fin to day, and build ir ap to moxrow; repent LO 
day,and call it in to morcow, falling away afterward from Re- 
pentaxce, Heb. 6. x. turning from the holy Commandement , 


2 Per, 2. 21, but finiſh and perfeR this work till we cemeto - 


the Hevenly Canaan, 

5. As lericho fell, and was defiroyed by the ſonnd of the 
Trumpets, and was after burat to nething ; ſ@, at the laſt day, 
the whole World at the ſound ef the Trumper, and the Voyce 
of the Arch-Angel, ſhall be defiroged, and burnt with Fire, 
2 Per. 3.10, and 1t is our pars to remember the Apoſiles in- 
ference there. ver, 11,12, Secing that all theſe things (hill 52 

K dilſolucd, 


73 
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diffelved, what manter of perſons onght ye to be in all holy con. 
verſation and godlineſſe. Looking for, aud haſting unto the com. 
ming of the day of God, wherein the Heavens being on fire, hal 
be diſſolved, and the Elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, Let 
us ſtrive to eſcape, though it be ws Jia mpor, 4s by fire; 1 Cor, 
2.13, that we be not condemned with the world, let ns now 
hearken to the Voyce of God, and the ſound of the Goſpe], 
denouncing woe to them who know not God, and that obey not 

\ the Goffel of onr Lord Jeſws (hrift, 2 Theſ. 1.8. calling us to 
repentance, proclaiming to us pardon, if we repent, inviting 
us to obedience, and promifing us a great reward in Heayen ; 
For which let ns Pray. 


The Third Part, 
O Moft holy Lord, who haſt made all things by an infixite wiſe- 


dom in a moſt wonderfull and decent order ; and by the ſame 
Wiſedom, and in the ſame order bath made thy ſelf « Church 
among the ſons of men, and therein infiituted holy Orders, Rites, 
and Officer, SanFifie thoſe whom thou haſt called tothoſe Orders, 
«1d ſeparated by thy truth, thy Word it #& truth , and preſerve 
them for the carrying of the Ark, the government aud gaidauce 
of the Sauttuary, Keep thy holy Offices and Rites from con- 
terspt aud prophaneſſe ; aud when we aadreſſe our ſelves ts thee 
in the dutifull obſervation of them, grant we may lift up holy 
hands and pure hearts, we be diligert to entertain and welcome 
all opportunities of holy living : and, while the Goſpel calls us 
ro Repentance, te pull down the firong holds of fin and Satax, 
and to run with patience that Chriftian race which u« ſer be- 
fire 5, even to ran ſo, and until! we obtain, even till we be 
admitted and received into the Heavenly Canaan. Make ws 
frequently and ſeriouſly meditate upon the day of death, and of 
ſvdgement, that we may apply our hearts to wiſedom, that ſo we 
be net condemned with the World, but may eſcape aud be ſas 
red, for thy mercies O Lord God, and for thy merits O Lord 
Teſws Chrift, to whom be Prayſe for ever and ever, eAmen, 


R AalHAB- 


Ranas Saved, 


Heb. 11. 3r. 


By Faith the Harlot Rahab periſhed not with them that 
| beleeved not, when ſhe had veceived the Spies with 
peace. 


Ahab ſeeing the great Miracles of merey which God 
IR 6 declared in behalf of the /ſ-aclites ; and hearing 


of thoſe large Conceſſions and Grants which God 
| had demized to them, proved a Convert, and tur- 
ned a true Iſraclite indeed : And-God was pleaſed to reward 
this her Faith wirh a Deliverance frem that. common de- 
frnucion which befell her fellow Citizens, and with a com- 
munion of thoſe bleſſings which attended her now approved 
and ſelefted Party : For, By Faith the Harlet Rahab peri- 
[hed not with them that beleeved net, Ee, 


The Firſf Part, 


And in this there are theſe following ſeveralls to be con- 
kdered, and cleared. 
1+ The Jews and Rabbines quarrel! with the Attribute 
the Apoſtle gives here to Rahab, of 1 mit, the Harlet ; 
conceiving the appellative and expreffion- to be edious, and 
diſhononrable : and affirming, That the Word fignifies not 
an Harlot, but an Hoſteſſe ; and this they confirme from 
the Verſion of the Chaldee Paraphraſe, Reading it, Rabas 
an Hoſteſſe, 
But ſuppoſing the Hebrew word {Zonab]} to fignifie an 
K 2 | Hoſteſſe ; 


Rahab Saved, 


Hoſfteſſe ; yet it is moſt certain, that in Seripture ic js uſed 
moſt frequently in the worſt ſenſe, az Ezck, 16.41, 1 Kings 
3.16, and it is the Toar Faminine AdjeFiive from the root 
(Zanah) which in the firſt ſenſe fignifies, ro commit Whore. 


dom, avd is indifferently taken for, Fornicars tam anime qnan 


corpore ; Spirituall and fleſhly Fornication, Dezr. 31. 16. 
Eztk. 16. Numb. 25,1. Lev.ng. 238. and beeauſe of both 
theſe acceptations of the word, though the latter be more 
proper ; J##exs Interprets it, Meretricis eaupone, a certain 
Hoſtefle an Harlot, or Harlot Hoſtefle ; and ſo the Jews 
quarrell will in this, be but malitious, and groundleſſe, And 
for thaz other pretenee, That this Attribute of diſgrace, 
ſhould be a diſparagement to thoſe holy Perſons, and that 
chaſt Matron Sareh, pre-mentioned in this Catalogue, this 
will appear to be vain alſo, and nothing ; If we remem- 
ber, : | 
x. That the Apoſtles did not conceive it any diſhonoar 
for Aatthew the Publican to be reeeived into their Order; 
nor did they think much, that Pal the Perſeenter and blaſ- 
phemer, was joyned in Commiſffion with them, 

2: It is ſo far from being matter of envy or erief to 
any ſanQified ſoule, That an hambled penicenc finner ſhonld 
communicate of that grace and merey, which it hath res 
ceived, that it is plentifall matter of joy and gladnefle ; 
for every true convert rejoyeeth when there are ſapernume- 
raries, when there is dayly ſome added to the Church, and 
the number inercaſed ; both becauſe every ſuch is an Advoe- 
cate at the Throne of Grace for ſuch, and it muſt be great 


% 


_ fatisfation and delight, to have their Petitions granted ; 


and alſo becauſe, If there be joy in Heaven over one ſinner 
that repenteth, Luke 15. 7. then in every ſniter for Heaven 
the ſame affeftion will be, ſce Als 2. 41, &c. 

But by what did ſhe evidence her converſion, and de- 
monfirate her Faith ? 

A. - If we look upon the Record, Joſh, 2.9. 10. 11, we 
will find her Faith plainly and fully aſſerted ; for that de- 
elareth, She beleeved the true God, the Lord of Heaven _ 

| | hy Earth, 


Rahab Saved. 79 
Earth, that this God was in (avenant with the Beſeigers ; 
that we would diſpoſſeſſe their Enemies, and ſeat them in Ca- 
naan; and of this her Faith, ſhe gave an undeniable demon- 
fration of her charitable affeftion, and kind welcome of 
the Spies, entertaining them with all fidelity, reſpeR, and 1 
ſafety. So David made his delight in the Saints en Earth ; "0 
an expreſſion, and remonfirace of his Faith in God, Pſal. E 
IGo Is 2. 3. 

Q. But how did it confpſt with true Faith, to take in the 
affiRf ance of a lye, for the management of her deſigne ? 

A, Is may be reſolved, That though the fin were dam< 
nable, as every tranſgreifion of the Law in rigor-; yet ſhe 
found releif and favenr, both becauſe, as Po! obtained 
merey, becanſe what he did, he did igneranth, through un- 
beleif ; ſo ſhe did it through weakyeſſe, being but a mixer in 
the Faith ; and new entred and matriculated Profefſor of 
the true God, an incipient, or beginner in the ſaving Know- 
ledge of Religion; whereas, if ſhe had been graduated, and 
«fully exfr»Fed therein, and of long Randing in the Society 
of Beleevers, her pardon would not have been ſued out, 
and procured npon ſuch eafie terthes ; nor grace and favour 
obtained, but by many as of- hnmiliation ; and alſo, be- 
cauſe God conſiders onr infirmities, and delights to doe us 
good, therefore he oft rewards the «jo» in what is good, 
and imputes not the bad which is inherent to, and inter- 
mixt with the good; he will not be ſo extream, as to mark 
all that is amiſle, eſpecially if the offender be weak, and 
the intentions lancere ; whereas no pretence of a good in- 
teation will ſerve to a- carelefle, ſecure, or preſumptuous 
tranſgreſſor : And ſo,.chough God may ſomtimes juflifie an 
harmleſle Delinquent, who fins, not wals avimo, in the fim.. 
Plicity of his heart; yer God never allows defignedly to doe 
evill, that good may come thereof. 

Q. But how can tha her hoſpitality be excuſed from trea- 
ſon! W us not thi to comply with the profeſſed enemies of her coun- 
try and people? Aud ts not ſuch a complyance by all Laws judged 
falſnefſe, and perfidionſneſe? And can falſneſſe be an aft of Faith ? 

| A. Ir 
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A, It is true; that all theſe interrogatories afe to be re. 
ſolved in the affirmative, unlefſe God otherwiſe deelare; and 
if he interpoſe his eommand to the contrary, then all oblj= 
ations to a ſubordinate power is ſnperſeded. For as I ſaid 
before, in that ordered flanghter of Iſaac, God, who is above 
all Law, having paſſed his ſentence, nalled the authority of 
avy Law deereeing the contrary : ſo here, God, who 1s above 
2/l Government and Governours, having expreſly deelared 
a change of the then Government, and the ſubRicution 
of other Governors, did thereby licenſe and authorize all 
practiſes tending therennto, and by his over-ruling {npre- 
macy, abſolved thoſe people from their Allegiance to their 
then Governours, Now that God had done ſo, appears, 
Joſh, t. 2.3. &e,.and yet this can be no preſident, or Goſpel 


caſe now, becauſe Chriſt hath given rules for peaceable de. | 


meanor, none for diſturbance of States. God then wonld 
have the Cemmon-wealth in the Chureh ; now the Church 
1s in the Common-wealth : that is, Chrift will have no man 
for-his eauſe difleazed of his right, deprived of his Eſtate, 
depoled from his Dienities ; he ſettles his Goſpel 1n King- 
doms and States, without diſpnting their forme or mode of 
Government, he came to give an Heavenly Kingdom ; he leaves 
earthly Monarchies and Republiques in a quiet enjoyment of 
their powers and priviledges. | 


The Seconrd Part, 


?., This Rahab, this child of wrath, (for ſo ſhe was by 
ber Education, and after converſation, till ſhe received this 
Intelligence and Revelation concerning the true God) is now 
a child of God by her after faith and cenverſion, There is 
 Infinice mercy with God, and plenteons Redemprion for all 
humble converts and penitents, It's Gods glory to forgive 
19s, and his greateſt glory to forgive the greateſt ſinners 
repenting : [ſay 1, 16, 17.18, Exck. 18. 14, Oe, he 18 
alwayes ready to welcome and entertain an humbled ſinner, 
ai the Father his prodigall Son returning with all tender- 
neſles 


| | Rahab Saved, : 
neſſes and endeartnents ; he looks upon a convert, not as a 


 finner, (his iniquities and his fins he will remember no 


more) but receives him as a Sen, reconciled to him by the 
| Son of his love, /eſws Chriſt , he delights in, and chearfully 
accepts ſuch ppportunities of merey, This is the remon= 
firance of the new Coverant, Chriſt came to ſave what was 
loft, the relenting and confeſſing Prodigal , that poor Sawari. 
tan ſinuer who had five Hnſbands , and fre who had none : 
that notorious branded Harlot, who waſhed his feet with hev 
tears, and then wiped them with her baire : Matthew and Za- 
chews two Publicans, both followers, and then favourites of 
Chriff, and for an aſſurance, that thus he would diſpoſe of 
his merey for the future ; when he went to Paradiſe, he rook 
with him that theife, the late cenvert on the Creſſe ; Where 
fin abounds (if ſuteable repentance follow) there Grace ſuper- 
abound! ; the greater the difemper, the more excellent the 
care, the more skilfull che Phyſitian ; the more potent che 
Enemy, | 
cn nvanc - (nullgm memorabile nomen, 
Feminea in pena, nec habet Vifteria landem) 

rhe more glorious the Conqueſt ; the fironger the hold of 
the Devill, the more powerfull is the Sp:rit of Chriſt florm- 
inz him out, and diſpoſſefſing him ; the higher onr debts 
and treipaſles are, the more noble is the bounty and charity 
of the releaſor and aequittor, the higher the obligation of 
the relealer ro ſerve and love him, Luke 7. 47. whete the 
cauſall Confunition irs, which we reade for, is equivalent to 
therefore ; noting not (auſam rei, but eArgumenti ; from 
| apa or waat Topick ſoever the Argument and Anſyers 
be drawn. 

2, By Faith ſhe beleeved (as is (aid) the true God, ©c. 
The minimum quod fic of Faith, is to beiceve that Ged 1s, 


and that he is a plentifull rewarder of thoſe who diligently - 


ſeek hin, and even this beleif, God will reward by his ac- 
ceptance; This Primum fundawentale, ſerved her turn to des 
nominate her a faithfull one, and pur her upon the Recerd, 
Faith in the leaſt meaſure, and firſt degree, obtains grare 


and 


$0 
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2nd favour, and eacreaſeth by little and little into know. 
ledge and ſanRity of life. God will wot quench the ſmoak- 
ing Flax, nor break, the braiſed Reed; he will aot Rifle andernfh 
the beginnings of Piety, but will earefully nonriſh and che- 
riſh ; Faith in Semine, will inſenſibly, as good Seed (if 
ſound) ſpring and grow up; firt in the Blade, then the Ear, 
then into full Corn ; goe frem one degree to another to- 


wards perfe&ion : As in the extraordivary Faith of Mira. 


cles, that little, 4s 4 grain of Auffard.ſced (Mark 4. 27,28. 
29. 30. 31.) cas remove Mountains ,; fo in an oreivary (a- 
ving Faith, a little, if ſonnd, will receive a bleffing to en- 
ercaſe and multiply ; a power to remove evill habits out of 
the ſoule, contraſted by evill Education, or Example, b 

naturall corruption, or compiyance with finfull cuſtomes, 
and plant and ſeed holineſle there, which if ir be diligent- 
ly manured and managed, all tares weeded ont as they bud, 
will fruQifie to maturity : We have a promiſe for it, ar. 


25. 29, Habenii dabiter ; to him that Husbands well, even 


the leaſt Talent, he ſhall receive an addition, and a plenti-. 
fall one too ; for- he ſhail kave abungaxce, upon every im. 
provement ſhall receive more, that he ſhall have over-plus, 
a ſaificient ſtock of grace to employ,and turn his hand with, 
and lerve all hi; uſes. 

3- Rabab, a Cananice, a firanger from the Covenaur of 
Promiſe, an Alien from the Common. wealth of Iſrael, is 
now admitted and received into that Society and Commu- 
nion, and made partaker of the ſame Grace and Hope with 
eAbraham and Sarzh, by her Faith : She was one of the 


Primitie Gentium, an earneſt of the after eallin2 of the Gen. _. 


tiles, that they ſhould be no more. ſtrangers and forreiners, 
but fellow Citizens, Ephef, 2. 3, an exaRt diſcovery of that 
great Miſtery of Chriſt, that the Gentiles (ſhould be fellww 
beires. and of the ſame Body, &c, And (o it is expreſly men- 
tioned of this Rahab, That ſhe became an 1ſraclite indeed, 
[o/1. 6. 25, where (he 1s ſaid, to dwell in Iſrael untill this day, 
for ſhe was Aliied to the nobleft deſcent apd extrafion, be- 


irs Married to $4/m9%, vo becat Boaz of Rachab, Aar. 1.5. 


the 
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the Progenicors of David, and of 'whem Chrift catne accor! 
ding to the Fleſh, So that here wa may affirmative'y cen- 
ciude with Saint Peter, (AQts 10. 34. 35.) Of a trmth [ per- 
ecive that God « no reſpeitory of perſons, But in every Nation, 
he that feareth him, and worketh righteouſrefſe, # accepted 
with bim. And with Sainte Peter, (1 Cor, 7. 19,) Circumcie 
fron u nothing, and ancircumeifien « nothing, bat the keeping 
of the Commandewent! of God. And Gal. 5. 6. For in |eſus 
Chriſt, neither oircumciſien avaylith any LOiugy NY BHCHT CHI 
eifion ; bur Faith which worketh by love, 

4. Rahab beleeved, and therefore ſeparated her ſelf from: 
the company and commnnicn of her hardened fell,w Citi 
zens, and joyhed her ſelf to the ſociety of Gods people ; | 
and yet (he was none of thoſe ſenſua'l leparatifls ſpoken cf 
| by Saint Jude 19, who walked not with the Chntch of Goe, 
ar after their own ungodly lufts, heaping to themſelves 
Teachers, choeling and carving for themſelves, without the 
Order of Gods Church, and taking them cn heaps, either 
copfuſedly, or unſatizfaftorily, when they have their own 
choice, being never contented, pur eff one to day, and aro- 
ther to tnorrow. and {o, if poſſible, i» i»finitem ; and 21! this 
from a malignant hufror, as itching in the eare, 2 Tim. 4. 
3. nor thoſe Phariſaicall ſeparatiſts, who divide themſelves 
from the Body of Chritt, either mpen a vain ſappoſition of 
Pride, that they are holier, and the reft prophaner ; 2nd 
therefore, Procnl, o proeul jte, come not neer them, and 
far from them, or npon as bad of uneharicab!-neſſe, as it 
the Congregation were not holy ; and they, ( g00d ſonles) 
are afraid to receive infeftion frem it; as if the trac ſervicz 
of the true God, could be aphely and poyſonons, becauſe 
ſome ef the ſervants in thar duty, are falſe and wicked - 
For how ean their ſuppoſed ir-reall, (it matcers roc in this 
caſe, bur 1 will ſuppoſe ic reall) nakednefile, touch and de- 
file me, when I 2dhor ir for it ſelf, picry it, avd pray againſt 
it in them; and I onely joym and communicate with them 
in that which is confeſſedly good > Bat fhe was an holy ſe- 
paratif}, who forſoek the (erviee of fal's Gods, and betook 

L her 
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Fihab fared, YN 


her ſelf to the Worſhip of the trne God. ; her !dolatreny, 
Worſhip, ſhe exchanged for the crae, and divided not frem 
the Canavites, q#4// howines, a4 men ; but from their ſing :; 
For doubtlefle, ſhe defired, and wiſhed their converſion; and 


4t 1s a moſt juſt and lawfall ſeparation, to depart from all 


iniquity, and ts keep themſelves mnſpotted from the World, 
tames 1, 27, Rev. 18. 4. And / heard another Voyce from 
Heaven ſaying, Come cut of her, my people, that ye be not par- 
rakers of her fins, and that yo receive net of her Plagues, 
2 Cor. 6.14. 15.16.17. Be ye not nnuequally joked together with 
rubeleevers ; for what fellowſbip bath rightrouſvefſſe with un. 
righteouſreſſe? aud what communion hath light with darkyeſſe ? 
find what concord hath Chrif with Belial? or what part hath 
he that heleeveth with an I:fidel ? And what agreement hath 
the Temp'e of God with Idols? for ye are the Temple of the 
living God, 4s God hath ſaid, I will dwell in them, axd walk is 
them, and | will be their God, ard they ſhall be my people, Whore. 
fore e17me en: from among thrm, aud be ye ſeparate, ſaith the 
Lord. and t24ch not the unclean thing, and I will recerve you ; 
:rd ſuch was her (ſeparation; whereas dayly experience doth 
cyidenee, That tht other humerous ſeparatifts, are the great-' 
c} manucnoifs, defigners, pictters, and contrivers for the 
World i1 the whole World and the preedieft nnſatizble pur- 
ſyers of the things of the World ; devourers not onely of 
Widows Houſes, but of Kingdoms, lahericances, holy things, 
n1ixing and confeunding all with moſt Heathenith Worldly 
Policies; rot eonfidering, that the love of this World is en. 
mity with God, 

5, It was Rah4b the Heathen, the Gentile houſe-wife, who 
was the Harlot; Rahab the Beleever, the Convert, is joyned 
to an [Iſraelite in ehalt and holy Wedlack : Fornicatien is a 
Work ef the Fleſh, a pollution of onr Bodies ; Adarrizge 
11 hanoarable in all : Thoſe may juſtly ſuſpeRt their Faith, 
and diftcu} their converfion, who inculze and allow them- 
ſelves in thoſe unclean ſatisfaRions of the Fleſh, and Hear 
cheniſh pollutions, Reade that one Law of God, Des. 23, 
17.18. There ſhall be no Whore ef the Daughters of Iſrael, 

hh 


'R:hab Saved, 


wr 4 Sodomite of the Sent of Iſrael; Then fhaln not brirg 
the hire of a Whore, or the price of @ Dog, into the Houſe of 
"tha Lord thy God for ary Vow : for oven both theſa ave a 
abomingtion unto the Lord thy Ged. Cenſider what Saint 
Paz! preſſeth, 1 Cor. 6, 15. 16. 17. 18. Know ye wat that 
your Bodies are the Members of ChriſÞ ! all [ then take the 
Members of Chriſt, and wake them the Member of an Har- 
fas ? God forbid, What, know ye not that he which » jeyned to 
an Harlit, uw one Body ? for two (ſaith he) ſpall be oze Fleſh, 
Buy he that is jojzed to the Lord, t one Spirit, Fe, And rc 
member that direfail jadgement, Revel. 21. 8, Put the fear 

full, a»d unbelteving; avd the abominable, aud murderers, ard 
whoremmnngers, and ſorcerers, end [delaters, and ail lyar; [ail 
have their part in the lake that bnurneth with fire and 6:im- 
fone : which w the ſecond death. 

6 Rabhab belreved, and wa ſaved : True Faith is the (1- 
7:89 grace ; Infidelity, the damnable fin ; becaule Faith ts 
alwayes attended with Obedience ; Infidelity is Rill fol- 
lowed with 1mpenitefey. Indeed, Faith and Obcgievce, like 
Hippocrates Twins, ſrmnl oriunter, ſimul morinntur, hete 54 
vi4 at leaft ; yet Faith 13 the firfi-born ; and accerding to 
the Law of Primegeniture, and Birtherighr, ir layes che 
elaim and tirle to Heaven, and gives the jw ad rew, Leoz!! 
Right thereto ; thongh the aRuall poſſeſſion thereof, the 
Jus iw re, be from Faith perfefted by Works. And hence in 
Scriptare account, (howſoever Faith and Obedience arc 
Philoſephically rwo difiinR Habits) chey are. the ſame ; in 
as much as true Chiiſtian Faith is Obedieaciall, noc meer!; 
Notionall ; and all Chriftias Obedience, is an eman:iiicy 
of Paith : For there we find one and the (ime Werd dc. 
noting both Infidelicy and Diſebedience, ntivua, i: ſome- 
times nnheleif, Atty 14. ny, Ent the wobeleeving fews firred 
#p the Gentiles, and made their winds evil affatted againſt 
the 'Bretbren, John 3. 36, He that S:leeveth on the Son, baih 
Everlaſting life, and he that belceveth not the Sou, ſhall wot ſec 
life + but the wrath of God abideth on bim, Soratimes dilo- 
budience, uydaucifalnefſe, obſtinacy, Epheſ. 3. 2. herein ia 
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time paſt yt walked according to the conrſe of this World, at< 
cording to the prince of the power of the are the ſpirit that 
%0w worketh in the children of diſebedieace, Col. 3. 6, For 
which things ſake the wrath of God commeth on the chilaren of 
aiſcbedieuce, 1 Pet, yg. 10, Which ſomtimes wore diſobedient, 
when once the long ſuffering of God wayted, &c, So tiot pro- 
viding for our Family, which in firinefſle of Language, is 
21 alt of diſobedience, beeauſe an omiffion of a preſcribed 
daty, is yet made by the Apoſile, (1 Tim, 5,8) a bad 
peice of Infigelity; and men are ſaid to be ubſurd and wicked , 
hecauſe they bave wot Faith, 2 Thel. q.2; and (o mw, 
3s not onely barely to aſſent ; but alto rs obey, Galat, 3, nr. 


, and :7Ke ſixcere converſion, 1s Riled, Faith to God ward, t Thef. 


r. 8. 9.10, and the keeping of the Commandements, aud 
F.:it2, are inſeparably conjoyned, Apes. 14. 12. And then 
the Exhortation Will be ſeaſonable ; Fhbat God hath joyned 
g3g2:ner. let ao 14% put aſurder + what God hath joyned in 
p:ecept, let no man ſeparate, either in Diſpute, Diſcourſe, 
or Prafiice, For, 

7. We find Kahabs Faith working by love, and her love 
c<monkrated by her Hoſpitaity, [She received the Spies in 
prace,) which the ApoRle Sr J«mes 2, 29, urgeth as an inflance 
co 6:monſirate her Faith to be true, and trnely Chriſtian, 
Z achewa EDoOn TE profeflion of Faith, promiſed reſtitution, 
aud wowed liberal ty, The Convert therefore on the Croſſe, 
cren in choſe dying minates, beleeved, and through Faith, 


confeſſed Chriſts innocency, and hu own guilt ; and in great 


charity, bo:h reproves, aud exhorts bu fellow ſufferer, If we 
preieng to Faich, and have not Repentance towards God; and 
iove towards the Brethren (as the Apoſtie in another caſe, 
ſo here) enr Faith # in vain, we are yet in our fins, The 
lore of the Brethren, is a good expreflion of our love to 
C69, and Faith in 6ur Lord jcſus Chriſt ; If we receive our 
Lerd by Faith, we will well-come and reecive with kind- 
nee the people whom he hath choſen for his portion awd 
Interitance : and if we love God, as the Soveraigne ; Me 
muſt joyrtly love thery whom be loveth, and ro whom he 

com- 
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communteateta- ſome ſhare and meaſure of his falncſe x 
3 Jobn 4, 10. a1. If « wan ſay, I love God, aud haterh his 
Brother, he uu «a lyar. For he that loveth not hu Brother, 
whow be hath ſeen, how can he love God, whom he hath not 
feen ? eAnd this Commandement have we from him, that he 
who leveth God, love bis Brother alſs, And no better or 
clearer expreſſion of love, then Hoſpirality, and honeurs. 
ble and liberal entertainment of ſtrangers, and exiles; and 
therefore, Brotherly love, and Hoſpita/ity, are eonjoyned as 
the antecedent, and the. eonſequent, Heb. 13.1. 2. But, 

» 8, Her Faith made-her faichfull ro God and his Church; 
having undertaken this Profeſſion, ſhe will ho!d ir faſt, nei. 
ther to deſert it, nor to comply with its oppoſite, and ene- 
my: If we fall away from our holy Profeſhon (thongh bur 
by ſome ſeeret, complyance) te the contrary ; we are nor 
ſs faithfull, nor ſo elear as we ought to be ; our Faith is 
not fincere, at leaſt (uſpitions : and Rababs Zeale will ci- 
ther convince us of coldnefle, or lake-warmneſle in a good 
cauſe, | 

9, Rahab perifhed not, becauſe ſhe upon Treaty with the 

- Spies had- made her Condicions ard Articles, Wicked faith- 
leſſe men, are noted te be evwvvirn, who will preya- 

ricate with their Word and Promiſe, thongh ſolemnly Co. 

,venanted, Roms, 1, 31, Faith is to be kept, and Covenants 
to be obſerved, even with Heretieks and Heathens ; ſneh 

was Rahab at the Treaty. Thus the /ſraelites kept tonh 
with the Grbeorites, Jofhua 9. 18. 19, And the Children of 

Iſrael [mote thews net, becauſe the Printes of the ( ongregati- 
on had ſworn into them &y the Lord God of Iirael : Ard all 
the Congregation murmared ageinff the Princes, But all the 
. Princes ſard unto all the Congregation, We bave ſworn u*20 
them by the Lord God of lirael ; wow therefore we 1oty not 
touch them, And becanſe after, they and the Honſe of Sn! 

did prevaricate, God ſeverely pnoiſhed them, 2 Saw. 2. 
5. 0, And they ayſwered the King, The was that conſumes w, 

ard that deviſed againſs w, that we ſhould be defrojed fo: 
remaining in any of the Coaſts of Iſrael, Let {even men of 
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bi: Sous be delivered unto ms, and wo will havg them uy wito 


the Lord in Gibeah of Sanl, whom the Lord did chuſe. And 


' the Kirg ſaid, I will give thew, So he puniſhed the perfi- 


dious Aſoabites, 2 Kings J« 5, 34+ and tha falſhood of Ze, 
dechiab, Excch, 7, 190 

10. Ske periſhed nes ; bur noe dnely ſhe, even her Rela. 
tives ſhared in this happineſſe, God beech the faithfnll 
and mercifsll man, in his Relations and Fofterity , The 
Generation of the Righteous fhall be bleſſed : Never apy 
deſtruSion ſo totall, ſo univeriall ; but a refdne eſcaped, 
I ſay 10, 20. 27, And it fall core lo paſſe is that day, that 
the, remuant of Iſrael, and ſich as are eſcaped of the Houſe 
of Jacob, ſball no more again flay upenv him that ſmote thews : 
but ſhall lay upon the Lord, the holy Ove of liracl in trath, 
The remnany ſhall returs, even the remnant of Jacob, unto th 
michty God, Rev. 7, 3. Hurt not the Earth, neither the Sea, 
nor the Trees, till we bave Sealed the Servants of our God 
ww their Foreheads, 


The Third Part, 


Almighty God, aud moft mercifal Father, the giver of 

all grace, and Author of all geodnrſſe, who delighteff not 
in the death of a ſinner, but rather that he fhonld turw and 
live. Turn thee ants i, aud turn wi nnto thee, and ſo (hab 
we bo twrued : Convert thoy ww, and ſo ſhall we be convers 
red. O let us wot any longer gos a whoring after our own ima- | 
gitzations, nor be led by the decertfulneſſe of fin; but baving 
Paith to God-ward, we may turn from idels, to ſerve thee 
the living God, and to wait for thy Sen ffom Heaven ; and 
in the ween time, receive, and welcome hin in our Hearts 
ard affeRions with Peace, that when he (hall return to make 
Inquiſition for blood, traxſgreſſion ard fin, we may by him, aud 
that league and Covenant of Perce courladed with thes iv 
him, be delivered from wrath to come, and for him receive 
forgiveneſſe of fins, and Inheritance amovg them who are ſax(ti. 


fied by Faith in him, O let ts not have onr portion with ut- 


beleevers, nor our part with the diſnbrdient, for then we ſhall 
certginly 


The Concluſion: 


ertajnly ag Þ : bat think, apon mw (O Loyd) for good, that 
we may be (aved with that remnant, who have their Robes 
waſhed and whitned in the Blood of the Lambe, who have (e- 
parated themſelver from the childrex of Belial, and T able of 
Devills, and keep themſelves anſpoited from the World; and ſo 
both they and we may be preſented in our Bodies, our Soules, 
and Spirits, holy, blameleſſc, and undefiled at the comming «f 
our Lord, Holy God, keep 44 from the contagion of fin, and 
ſinners , preſerve us in thy truth, axd love, in the Unity and 
(ommunien of thy one true holy (atholique Charch, that ha. 
ving the Seale of Gods Servants in our Forehrads, we may 


ery and fing eternally, Salyation co our God who fitteth on 
the Threne, and to the Lambe, eAmrn, ” 


£8 BY, SiG BY BY GBS 1%, 
DTD EIT 


The Concrusion. 


Heb. 11. from the 32, verſe to the end 
of the Chapter. 


eAnd wha ſhall 7 ſy more 2 for the time would ferle 
me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, 4nd of Sampſon. 
and of Tephthah, of David, 4!ſo 4nd Samue!, ana of 
the Prophets. #bo through Faith ſubdued K 1uodoms, 
wroaght Righteouſpes, obtazned promiſes, fopped tie 
mouthes of Lyows, . | 


He Apoſtle new eoms £9 a Cenclufien, 4 mregau- 
405, by a prefffeon, entting ſhore his Diſconrſe, and 
® ecunrſorily caſting ap the: refidne of the: Faithfull, which 

were to be inſerted in this Catalagne, even all the 


Snccefian of Beleeyers, who lived from the time of Fe 
| Tadges 


Th: Conclufion: 

Jadges ruling nnder God in /ſ«cl, cill that preſent Age 
wherein he Wroeie to theſe Hebrews, nominating onely 
ſome, ſhortly ronching rheir works.and patience, intima. 
ting onely, and hinting at ethers by their a@s and ſufferings, 
by which we may gueſſe and conjeQnre at their Names and 
Perſons : And having thus cempleated his Defigne and 
Canon, he gives a full Teflimonia!! and Certificate of ap- 
probation in the two laſt Verſes, both of theſe thus in the 
cloſe either expreſſed, or allnded to ; and of thoſe fere. 
going, whom he had honeutcd with a larger Narrative, and 
more diftinaly and aithſally inffied on, and tore amply 
eommended, I fhall therefore hete leave 'wy former Me- 
thod, in the reſpefive Obſervance of the "APoſiles ; and 
ſummarily, and briefly run over theſe ſubſequent Exam- 
ples and Prefidents of Faith, as they lye here in their ſe- 
verall! order contrafted ; and fo tollow his Abridgement, 
e274 75/2, as the words following in courle, | 


Aud what ſhall I more ſay ? If theſe Hebrews be of trafta- 
ble and teachable -Spirits, enough 1s ſaid- alteady to efta. 
bl: and firengthen them in the holy Faith : and what 
needs more then enough > ſufficient is ſaid, what is moxe, 
is ex abnndantia. . 


The time would faile me, &c. An Hyperbolicall expreſs 
on, importing thus much ; So numerous is the company 
of the Faithfull Ancients, and ſo many their Faithſnll ARi- 
ons in the holy Regiſtery, that a full ennmeration of them, 
and what-is Regorded. of, and concerning them, wonld ex- 
ceed the bulk of an Epiſtolar Exhortation, and Remon- 
ſtrance, and riſe into a large and exat. Hiſtory, Theſe 
here mentiened, will ſerve Rirongly to make goed the In. 
duction, and thereby prove the Polition, Faith 'w the ſub- 
Fance of things hoped, the evidence ofa things not ſeen, &c, 


'and therefore it is unneceflaryaitogether te enlarge further; 
and therefsre allo tyke them more ſuecinAily, and cowpen- 


dionſly. 
Thas 


The Concluſion: © 


Thus your Painters, being to deliniate a Cronde, of 4 
Thronged Multitnde, doe not take them whole, and in fall; 
\ bur draws them ont by the Pole, and preſents yen nothing 

bur the tops and crownvSof their Heads, amaſffing their bulks 
altogether, | 


Gideon, whoſe faithfull expedition is Recorded Judges 6, 
and 7. whoſe ftratagem (wich the number of three hundred 
men) ſtrnck a Panick fear into the numerous Midearitiſh 
Army, that they Fled, and killed cach other, 


| Baracks Proweſſe and Faith was manifeſted, That with a 
ſmall inconſiderable Body, he durft encounter, and did ro- 


rally Rour the vaſt, and well-provided Army of Siſera, 


King [bins Captain Generall, Indges 4. and 5. 


Samſon follows, whoſe Faith was greater then his admi- 


red and renowned ftrength ; admired it was, beeauſe it lay 


in thoſe excrelcences of his Body, hi Heires, which in 
other Men are of the leaft uſe, and moſR weakneſſe : Re- 
nowned it was to 2 Proverb, and deſeryedly ; for witheut 
any offenfive, or defenfive Weapens, by his bare Arme of 


Fleſh, he tore in picves & Lyon like & Kia, Tndges 14. 5. 5- 


when his Hands were bennd, be brake the Cords like ſcorch- 
ed Flax ; and being looſed, with the Iaw-bone of an Aſſe, 
flew a thenuſans Hen, Tudges 15. 14. &e. when he was Be- 
ſeigedj and immured by the Philiftiver, he carried away the 
Gates of the City, with the two Poſts, Barr axd all, ludees 
16. 3. and by leaning upon the two middle Pillars of the 
Houſe, the whole Fabrich, diſſolved, Iudges 16, 30, 


Tephthah is the la* mentioned of the /#gpes, thongh he 
was before Samſon ;' 8s Barack was before Gideon, who not- 
withſtanding was firft here nominated, You may finde the 
HiRory of his Reſolation and Noble Attempts againſt the 


Ammonites in the defence of Iſrael, Indges 11. | ſhall re-. 


ferxe you to the Text, and leave them, after a not very 
| M 1M per- 
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impertinent Digreffion, and two Practiea!! Oberyations] 

The Digreſfion aimes at a Fat of Samſ5: 35d Jephtha's, 
and depends on theſe following Qurzries. 

i. Whether Samſon in that hu laff mention! EFotorprine, 
was not Felo de le ? guilty of duroyenpuun, of ſelfe. miuratr, 
which ot oxely the Rule of Faith, but reaſon it [elfe condemns 
as ſinful, avd unnaturell, Arift, lib. g. Eth. eap. 11? 

Bur to ware ſome mens cenjefures ; Saint eAugyſtines 
Anſwer (ſeems to me moſt cleare, who accounts this i»ter 
beroica, an extraordinary at, procceding from an extraor- 
dinary motien of Gods Spirit, in no wile or caſe imitable : 
For (ſaith he) 156.1. de Civitate Dei, cap. 21, Spirits Ias 
tenter hoo jufſerar, he had a ſeeret or private Order for it : 
And more fully, c4p. 26. of that Book, Nov hywanitas des 
ceptis, ſed divinitus juſſms , nec Arrans, ſed obediens 1 It was 
net a crime, bat duty in him : And he adds this reaſcy ; 
Cum Deus jubet, ſeg, jubere fine ul ambagibm intinat, 
quis ebedieutiam in crimes vocet'? quis obſequinm piets:is ac» 
eſt ? If God eemmand, and clearly intimates his com= 
mand, this ſuperſedes the guilt, and abſolyes ir from diſoc- 
b:dience. 

2, Concerning fephths's Vow, Whether it, in ir ſelfe, were 
raſh ? Whether he executed this raſh Vow, and in the Execu« 
tion thereof did fis againſt the Law of God ? | 

This in Sainte A#gaſfizes judgement, is, Magna & ad 
dijudicandum diffieilima Queſtio, Tom. 4. gueſt, ſup, Ind, 16, 
7. e4P. 49. a Breat and hard Quaftion ; And therefore } 
ſhall nor be 'Magiſterially affirmative, determining poſitive« 
ly either 4n:the negative, or affirmative, Bur I ſhall declare 
my thonghn and grounds thereof, and, #a»ſquiſy, abundet 
ſenſs ſuo, and let every one chuſe what he judges moſt pro- 
bable. 1 

The Anſwer, if moſt Voyees eatry it, will I ſuppoſe paſſe 
in the affirmative. Yet /#»j« fipon this place argues, That 
Tephthah did not Sacrifice his Daughter, but onely emani- 
cipared her, and conſecrated her a Nazarite vnto the Lotd : 
and fo he reads the words diſ-juntively ; Eris [ebove, av 


"offer am 


We OPS TT ks 
The Concluſion: 

effcram illnd bolocauſtum; it ſhall be Lords, (not and; but] 
e:) I will offer it, &e, that is, as he himſelfe exponnds, / 
will conſecrate it 3o God, and if it be proper or legall for & 
Sacrifice, I will offer, &'c, And agreeable, and with conſo- 
naney hereunto he reades, what we eommonly render (la- 
ment) ad confabulandum, to talke with, But I conceive; 
with ſubmifſion to better judgements, and with leave of 
that great Perſon in the Church of God, that this expofi- 
tion, doth nor at. all acquit Jephthab from the ſuſpition of 
remerity and raſhneſſe in his Vow; but rather deeply charge 
and accaſe him : For his Vow wat in generall, Quedrnig,, 
(as he himſelfe reades it) whatſoever ; and if ſo, how could 
he have performed either part of the diſ-junQtion, if an 
rincleane Beaſt had firſt been repreſented to him after kis 
returne : net the former part of it in any ſenſe, Erit leho.. 
vs ; for in his ſenſe, he eould not have devored itio God 
to be a perpetual] Nazarite + Neither according to ſome 
ethers ſenſe, or rather fancies, could he have immured and 
Cloyſtered it np, that it fhonld not Marry, and be a perpe- 
tuall Votary of Virginity ; and munch lefle could he per. 
forme the latter part of the dil. jun&ien, cfter it for an Ho. 
locauſt, And the exception, $; apium faerit, is gratis diftum. 
rhere is nething in the Text ro ground that conditional! 
clauſe; and ſo by this Word whatſoever, [n injuriam Do: ali- 
quid nou ſolum ihieitum, verum etiaus comenptibile & ſe. 
candam legem immunduw woviſſe videtar, as Avg, if it be 
to be taken in the large extent, as nothing appears to the 
contrary. For that reaſon which is alledged, Nobs perſua- 
det vera illizs fider, &e, Neb. r1. he is Recorded a Belcever, 
and therefore we are not to beleeve any futh grofie fault 
of him; The ſame Saint Angyftive fully anſwers loco cir, 
afſaring the holy Seriptares not onely Reeords the Fith, 
but che Faults of Beleevers, as he inflanceth and proveth 
alſo in Gideon, whoſe fault was certainly inexculable ; and 
yer, he as well as Jephihah is in the Lit and Roll : And 
| - thus then he reſolves it ; Onia ſavta Scriprura, quorum fi- 
dew 614, juftitiam veraciter laudat, non binc impeditur, cornum 
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etiam precata fi qua motit, & oportere Judicat, notare verde 
citer, For that other Reading of the Word in the fortieth 
Verſe; grant that it fignifies (as 1s pretended) to parlee, or 
00 ralke ; yet it may fignifie, ro ſpeake, or talke of, as well, 
as talke with, And ſo [wnims applyes it, [wages 5. 11. con- 
fabulentur de juſtis operibus, or juſtitias ; our Tranſlation 
with Hieromes, Narrentar juſtitia; rehearſe the righteons 
aQts ; or as others, (elcbrate: and then as the ſenſe is good 
and clearer, [they (hall ſpeaks or talke of the righteous als ; 
wot with) ſo the cenfiruRtion here will be currant alſo, they 
went to talke of, not with ; that is, they went Annually to 
celebrate and performe ſolemnly thoſe Rites and Ordinan« 
ces Which were appointed for her Memortall. That ſuch 
there were, appeares from the 39. Verſe ; and that Clauſe 
ſeems to declare it a perpetuall eſtabliſhed Right or Ordi. 
nance which was not to determine with her life, bur was 
co continue after : However, this will mar ſome mens con- 
gefures from this Reading, that we never Reade in the Ot 
Teſtament of any Cloyſered for Virgins; or that Virpini- 
ty Was 2 more Honourable, or n.ore Religious Nate, then 
chat Wedlock. And ſo 1 marvaile whence ſome of the 
Jewiſh Doftors affirme, That /ephthah made his Daughter an 
Houſe ont ef the Ciry, where he kept her reeluſe and ſhut 
up from all Seciety ; when as the Targum Reades it as we 
dee, to lament, and fo they Interpret the {Lethannorh) and 
ſomtimes they Interpret the Word, to rake of, or report | 
Concerning : and ſomtimes tranſfitively, to celebrate, and £0 

fefſe : Qrthers Reade the words joyntly, as by a Cenjun&i- 
on eopnulative, (4d.) thus (it ſhall ſurely be the Lords, aud 
1 will offer, &c.) or more plainly, it ſhall be Lords, I will 
offer, &'c, or rather, for an Offering, And if this hold, which 
1s the moſt received Reading, then we may conſequently with 
the Ta1g1um render the Lethannoth inthe 40. Ver. to lament. 
And according to this conftruRion, it is moſt evident, that 
the condition of the Promiſe or Vow, was to offer jt for's 
burnt Offering to the Lord : Now a burac ORG) F 07% 
ceſſarily require the Deach of the thing,05" fbf 
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fo offered, Levit.y, in ſeverall Verſex of that Chapter ; and 
chat [ephthab did accordingly performe 1h Vow, and obſerve 
the condition, expreſle termes carry it, beyond all exception, 
in the 39. Verſe, where it is ſaid, He did with her accorde 
ing to his Vow, But that whieh to me moſt firongly con- 
firmes this Opinion, 1s /Jephbrha's own Declaration (in the 
35. ver.) and Profeſſion, / have opened my mouth to the Lord, 
and [ canzwot poe backe * which was as mnch as to (ay; #þ 
Wow ut irrevocable, I cannot commnte it, I cannot avoyd it : 
For to take away all doubts, let us remember there were two 
ſorts of Vowes ; There was a fingalar Vow without an 
Anathema, or Ieterdift, and what was thus Vowed, might 
be redeemed by an apprizement, or valuation, eicher ac- 
cording to the worth of the thing vowed j or according to 
the ability of the Perſon yowing, as.you may Reade, Levit, 
27. 1. 2. &e, till 13, &e, And there was a more ſolemne 
fri#® Vow, with an Anathema, er [merdift, (econding and 
attending it; and for ſncb as this, there was no Redempti- 
on, every ſuch devoted, muſt die, ver. 28, 29. Like onr Law 
of Aortmaine in ſorne reſpedts, it eannor revert or returne 
to the firſt Donor or Vewes upen any account : And that 
this Vow of Jephthg's was of this latter (ſort, is plaine, for 
the words of the Vew, Erit Jehove, the forme of Devotion 
by eAnathewa, They who defire the queſtion more fully 
canvaſſed, let him conſult Lydevics Capelli diatrib, de wor. 
Jephthe. The Obſervations now fellow, 

't, Hence we Leayne, how farr we are to imitate theſe 
Patternes. The holy Seriptures holds forth the Faith of Gods 
People, for onr imitation ; yet withall, ſhewes their faults, 
for our caution, The holy Spirie 1s thar fairhfall witneſfie, 
who approves their good deeds ; bur will not in any wiſe 
juſtifie their evill : Be ye followers therefore of them, yer 
pnely, & they ave followers of (hriſt leſw, In the ſame 
Mapp you have both the Wiaine Sea repreſented, wherein 
you may ſafely Sayle; And you have the datgerons Rocks, 

and Shelves of Sands Delineated, that you may avoide : So 
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rily good in thoſe God is pleaſed to inflance io, That heir 


- light might ſo ſhine before men, that they ſee their good works, 


&c. That whatſoever things are lovely, or of good report ,; if 
there be avy vertite, or if any prayſe, to think on them, Phil, 
4.8, and ir ſets forth their infirmities, and prejudices, that 
we may lexrne to beware of them, that we preſume not tee 
much on eur own abiliticy, or 6n former affiftances, left God 
ſubſtra#® his Grace from us, and leave us in our own hands, 
2nd then indeed we ſhall be in a ſad and miſerable condi. 
tion : Therefore let us in all humility, be jealons and ſuſ- 
pitions of our hearts, leaft they be hardened through the des 
eeitfulnueſſe of ſunne ; and coufider our ſelves, as the ApoRle 
fore-warnes, Galat. 6. 1, And let us thus reaſon with onr 
ſelves, theſe though hononred with an infallible Teftime. | 
viall, a Teftimeniall from Heaven for their Faith, have fal- 
len ; therefore let us feare, and walke cirenmſ{peRly, and be 
2lwayes on eur guard : Gedron made an Ephah of Gold; 
Sampſon defiled: himfſelfe with Coneubines ; /ephthah pro- 
bably Vowed raſhbly, and performed it more Gnfully, Jf 
theſe fell ſo groflely, let not ns flatter our ſelves with a con 
cir that we eannot finne ; bnt rather frequently and ferj- 
onfly confder, and re-minde the Apoſiles Exhortation, Les 
him that thinketh he ffaudrth, take beed lift be fad, 1 Cor. 
10, 12. 

Sceondly, We thay learne henee, to pay er Vows nuto the 
Lord ; This Saint Angeftize hath afforded us, Faber his er- 
ror alrquam landems fidei, quia Denm timnit, ut quod veue- 
rat redderet, fro, If any err in the Gmplicity of his hearr, 
fearing truely leſt he ſhould offend Gad, (as Jephrbab feared 
to break his Vew) and provoke him, I dare not conelude 
him wicked ; bur ſhall rather with St, Awgrfine, pitty and 
pray for his innocent miſtake, God, when he declares, thet 
he will not be merciful to them who offend of malitioms wickh= 
edxeſſe ; doth thereby intimate, that an 1nneeene erronr, 
and a well-meaning miftake, may obtaine merey ; If God 
did not take ns with our pre judices and frailties, what would 
become of us ? how could we eſcape ? but bleficd be cs 
goo 


Tha Conelaſish: 
230d God, who Will reecive the. weake in Faith, he eom- 
mends that to ws, and that ſhews he will doe it; he re- 
members that we are but fleſh, and in the midſt of judge- 
ment remembreth mercy towards them yho ſincerely feare 
him. 


The next in the Roll, is David, who in his Perfon was 
an eminent and illuſtraous Inflrament of Gods glory, and 
| his Peoples good ; and therefore had that high Prersgative 
granted, beſides the CharaRar of his Faith, co be a Type of 
Chriſt : And yet 1 eonceire, that David is here to be nn- 
derfiood in his Politiek eapacity, av he was the Chiefe King 
of Iſrael; and ſe nnder (David) the Apoſtle comprehends, 
and by (Pavid,) underftands all the whole Suceeffion of 
Pions Kings and Prinees, who were Nurkng Fathers to 11- 
racl, By the way, 1 ſball ſhortly re-minde you ef one great 
remarkeable evidence of his Paith among many ; that when 
he had bnt ſmall ſubſiſtence for himſelfe, yer he carefully, 
and bountifully provided for the Honle of God ; when he 
way in great want, (a ſhame to thoſe who in their 2reat 
fulneſſe, let Gods Service ſterve, and his Place of Worſhip 
deeay) and ftrairs; yer nothing mufl be wanting (ſuch was 
his Zeale) to Gods Houle and Worſhip. Yon ſhall finde 
che Record, 1 (Bron. 22. 14. Now behold, in my trouble; as 
our commonly uſed Tranſlation ; i» my poverty, as the Ge» 
nevah Bible; in my affiifiion, as Junius ; i» he trouble, po- 
verty, and affi:tion, he was Zealons to promote, and atlvance 
Gods Service ; He would pur his- Arme as farr as it could: 
Arerel, he would not draw back upon common Pleas, or pre- 
rences, and 2s much as he cenld, ke would doe good to the 
Houſe of the Lord. 


The laſt expreflely nominated, is Samnel . and as under 
David, was comprehended all holy Kings; ſo nnder Samuel, 
is contained all holy Prophets, who is ſuppoſed firſt to Plane 
4pd;Erect! that Society ; and then to Rnle and Gpverne it, 
from 34Sqm 10, 5, & 10, And for this reaſon, hecanſs be 
"OY Was 
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Was the Founder; and the ReFor, or Preſident df chat Colledge] 
Saine Peter reckoned the ordinary diſcent of the Prophets 
from him, ſaying ; Tea, and all the Prophets from Sarnuel, 


and thoſe that fallow after, Aﬀts Jo 24: And apo the ſame 
ſcore, here ir is ſaid, Sammel, and the Prophets, 


Catera de genere hee (aded ſunt whlta) loquacem, 
delaſſere valet we te moror, auds 
que rem dedncan, 


You-have ſeen the men; Now ſee their works: as were the 
men, ſuch-was their firength ; their firength in undertaking 
and performing noble Atterapts and AQts ; and their firength 
in under-going and holding out againft all, not onely diffi. 
culties and dangers ; but alſo all ſorts of ſufferings and loſ- 
ſes. Their works follow them, whieh hath both parchaſed 
for them glery in Heayen ; but alſo procured for them a 
never dying name and memory on Earth, O how great @ 
thy geodneſſe, which thos haff layd up for them that fears 
thee : which thow haſ®t wrenght for them that truſ# in thee, 
before the Sons of Aden! (Pal. 31. 19.) glory and honour 
enough, even to ſatisfie the moſt boundleflely ambitions 
| ſpirit, But to begin with their Works, which thus followed 
them, 

Thongh ir cannot be verified, That every one of theſe 
mentioned Worthies did all the mighty Works which are 
here Related ; yer it 1s true of all of them, that they did 
ſome ene or other of theſe nob/e 4s; or what was equiva 
lent. for worth os .exceilepsy to them ; For, 

Suppoſe that through, Faith all. of them did n9t ſubdue 
Ki:gdoms ; yer ſome, many of them. did ; as the Iſraclites 
uader the ConduQ of TJoſhwah, and the Indges,(lofh, 11, 12. 
&e. and Iudges throughout) and David, 2 Sam. 8, xr. Ke, 


redaced thirty one Kingdoms in the Land of (av4an, ſub. 


jeting them to their Laws, and, Governing them aceor- 
dingly. And this was thus applicable to theſe preſent Hee 
brewes, if before the lſraelites could be peaceably Poſlefled 
of Cenaar, and ſetled there, they muſt encoupter many diffi- 
M | = Ps | EO culcies ; 
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_ eulties ; then, Per Tarios caſus, per t0t diſerimind rerum ; 
then they may conelade it to be their condition, not co 
be ſecure, that they ſhould find ng oppoſition -in their way 
ro Heaven ; maby enemies to flop them in their way, and 
theſe not fleight or comemptible ; bur Potert, as well as 
Nurnerous : and if throagh Faith ; then nor by frand and 
force; the Weapons of the true Iſrael of God are Spiricu- 
all ; and the War they a8age againſt the rebel! world, to 
reiorme, not to ruine it, 13 Spiricuall, and fo hath che truth 
and denomination of an holy war, a Cer, 10, 4; for they ſub. 
ducd Kingdoms not by injuſtice, bat by Righccouſnefle, Thus 
it follows, 

They wrought righteenſneſſe ; rot by unjuſt, unauchorized 
invaſkkons of others Rights and Poſlefions, to which they 
had neither juſt Title, gor lawfull authority ; For, role ju. 
ftitiam, & quid ſunt magua regna, niſi magni latrecinia? as 
moſt of the Romans Conqueſts were, if ye will belceve Saint 
Auguſtine ; bat theſe Conqueſts were for the innocent de- 
fence of themſelves, and for the proteRion of the [nnocenr, 
ro preſerve themſelves, and reſcue theſe from. OpprefFon 
and Violence : neither were they any defignes of Covetor;(- 


neſſe, Ambition, or deſire of change ; but of obedience to ' 


God, who firſt intitled them to thoſe Inhericances, and 
then commanded them to enter, and rake Poſleſfion ; and 
this not by a pretended imaginary whiſper, rather then ſug- 
geftion of the ſpirit ; but by a Pablique Edi, Deeree, and 
Voyce from Heaven, fore” 

They wrought Righteenſueſſe, diſcharged their truſt in the 
Adminiſtration of that Authority and Power which Gcd 
nad pur nts their Hands : Operats ſawxt os que juſtitia re. 
q#irit : that 1s in plain Engliſh, They wonld doe you Ju- 
Rice : or, Exercnerunt juſtitiom , they Executed Juſtice jm.. 
partially, and juſtly ; net by any Arbitrary Power, bar by 
Rule and Law, and that an infallible one, bcizs a terriur rg 
the evill doers, aud proſe of the rod, Rem. 12. 5. and fo 
both io their Perſonall and Politicke cxpacities, they wrouehe 
Righteonſneſſe, , %. 
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Bur there is another notion of this Attribute, [they 
wrought Rightconſneſſe,] exercurrnunt juſtitiam-z; Juſtice in 
this ſenſe imports, Mercy, and Almeſgiving, and ſo takes 
under ic all the As of Charity, Thus its raken Pſa!, 37, 
2!. 25, The wicked borroweth, and pajeth not again : but rhe 
righteons ſheweth mercy, and giveth, [ have been jourg, ard 
now am old : yet have 1 not ſees the righteous forſaken, ny 
Dis feed begging bread, And Pfal, 112.9, Hs bath diſper- 
ſed, he bath given to the poor © his righteanſnefſ? erdureth for 
ever : his harxe (hall be exalted with hs#our, And from al 
theſe different ſenſe, :the reſale is the ſame ; That 1s the 
daty of the ternely faithfull, co eppoſe and oppugne what- 
ſocver is eentrary to Piety and Jaliice, and to protect and 
propugne what 1s conducing and ſabſervient thereto ; No 
Var is good, bur where the Cauſe is good ; No Conqueſt 
j12, unftefle the Ground be jufl ; Juſtice onghe tg be adrma1- 
niftred juſtly, with a cleare indifferency, without reſpeRt of 
Perſons ; and all Juſtice ſhould be-termpered with Merey, 
aad executed to the ends and purpoſes of Charity : And 
as he chan deth Righteouſneſſe, is Righteons ; ſo none but 
he thac ſuffers for Righreonſactfe, is a Chriſtian ſufferer, Ic 
i3 not enough to conſeerate a Man a Martyr, to ſuffer what 
[hey a0e ; Fs co ſuffer fer the Cauſe of Righteonſneſſe, 
thir makes a Martyt, 1 Peter 3.19. 14. & 4.15, 16, this 
is —— the right, che good old way to obtaine the Pro. 
aiſes, | 

Obtained Promiſer , that's not, Semes promifſum, for ay 
yet he was not exhibited ; the falneſſe of time was not 
eorne ; but terrey: promiſſam, a Type of Heaven, they had 
ſeifnre of the Land of Canaan ; and this they obtained, be- 
eauſe they wronght Righreouſneſſe, and in their way cap- 
tirated all oppoſition : no comming to Heayen, but by ob- 
ſerving the conditions whereon is is promiſed, ſubduing eur 
rebellious wills, and unclean affections, and by doing righte- 
euſneſle, has itw#r ud ſuperos : The way to obtaine Heaver, 
's to ſubdue fin, and work Righteouſneſſe ; the wey is ob- 
firaAed, when theſe are not iu conjunRtien :; And thus J«- 

uit, 
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wits, Ex eo fiudio, eventies [equithr ; they obtained what they 
ſought for, and required ; bceauſe they did that which God 
commanded and required of them, and all theſe they eb- 
tzined not, Parnl & ſewel, at onee; but occalionally, as their 
reſpeaive exigents did require, ſorne one way, ſome another, 
as they ſound them in the dayes ef their Pilgrimage : for 
ſome of them were ſo hard pat to it, thar they were ſorced 
ro flop the mouthes of Lyexs, left their widened jawes ſhould 
devoure and encloſe them, 

(They fopped the monthes of Lyons,) Thns Sampſon veub 
the Lyon roaring againſt him, « he world have rent a Kid, 
Judges 14. 5,6. Thus David reſcued a Lambe fiom a Lyon, 
and when he aroſe in revenge againſt him, he eanght him by 
his Beard, awd ſmote him, and flew bim, 5 Sam, 17, 35. Of 
Beuaiah it is ſaid, he ſtew a Lyon in the midſt of a Pit in 
tizze of Snow, 2 Sam. 23. 80, But moft fignally and ebſcr- 
vably, this is held forth in Denicls great Deliverance, Day. 
6. 22. 33. And this Fas very confiderable and uſeſull to 
theſe preſent Hebrews, and to all ſuceceding Chriſtians, God 
many times ſtops the fury, rage, and feirceneſſe of their 
moſt ernell and malitious Adverſaries, putting bookes in their 
woſes, bridles in their lips, and turning them back, Tay. 7. 
29. reſtraining their violence, and fertering their ſary, and 
_—_— up their madnefſe; when they are hor upon miſ- 
cheife; ke will eirher ſend his Angels, to flop them in their 
purſnite, or divert them ; or infatnares them, iriekiug them 
with blindneſle, or an Army of Vermine to encounter 
chem ; or elſe with the red of his mouth, and the breath 
of his lips, he will rame and temper them, that the Wolf* 
ſhall dwell with the Lambe, and the Lyon ſhall eate ftraw with 
the Oxe, Iſlay 11.6: 7. 8. And as Ged will be a deliverer 
chus frem upreaſonable men, whom in theſe reſpe&s cur 52- 
vionr calls Wolves, Mat, 10. 16. David, Lyons, . preying 
young Lyons, Pſal. 57, 4. &: 58, 6. Saint Pail, Beafis of 
Epheſw, Deges; io will our Lord Teſus defend rs againſt 
che roaring Lyon, the Devill, whe walks «bout ſeching when 
be may dowenre, 1 Pater y. 8. This great ore, who hath al! 

z the 


” 


LO at, Po e,,c 
EPL 
2155 
. * 

© 


2 The Concluſion. 
ihe 6ther Lyons to prey fer him, is ſo bafled wich the Lyen 
of the Tribe of Indeh, that he may roare, but he cannor 
6evnure ; he may afſavit, but he cannot take, nnleſſe you 
yeild : If yon face kim, he flyes ; if you refit, he runs + 
though he be a malitions, implacable enemy, he is a ſpoy. 
led, cowed,” and conquered enerny - Chrift bath overcome 
him for ns; and ſo he may ſhew his teeth, but he cannot 
bite; he may aſſault, he cannot take you, unleſlce you betray 
your ſelves into his hands. | 
But they obtained, as much as this npon another account, 
they {quenched the violence of Fire,) Þdoveur, Vim © impec 
im igni, topped the inſeparable property of fire, ſ=(pen« 
ded its preſent power; and which was more, gave the flames 
a diftinguiſhing faculty, to conſume them who were at a 
diftance from them, and to preſerve them who were caft 
izto them, The Hiſtory is famouſly known, Das. 3. 16. 
{7,24.25, and ſo I ſhall nor here adde more, but how fars 
it concerned theſe Hebrews, and the after Chriſtians: ſhort- 
Jy it affords this Obſervation * That 1f the Children of 
God be expoſed to Tyranny, he will ſabdae the ſpirits of 
Prinees, and refraine the feircenefſle of men ; he 1s the 
{:roe God in Power, his Hand is not ſhortned - feare not 
therefore, if thou art his, then his promiſe is good to thee, - 
When thou paſſeſ# throngh the Waters, they ſhall »vt overflow 
thee ; When thou walkeft through the fire, thou ſhalt wot be 
burnt, ueither ſhall the flames kindle upon thes, Ilay 43. 2» 
Againe, know aſfuredly, That if by Mortifieation, and true 
Repentance, thon quench the fizry burning flames of G6n- 
foll Inſts, and eoncupiſcences ; thou fhalt eſcape the ſcoreh- 
ing flames of Hell fire, the portion of the wicked, Pal. 11,6, 


' and the everlaſting burnings thereof, Theſe are the great 


deltverances : the lefler they follew ; but very eonfiderable 
ones reo, For it follows, mw. 

{ They eſcaped the edge of the Sword,) the Defiroying 
Bloody Sword paffing through a Land. This may be exe 
Piitfied 1n ſeverall inftances : David Pens pr”, the Rroke 
of Savuls Sword, t Saw, 26, Elijab the Sword of «Ahab, 


1 Kings 
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r Kings 19. Eliſha the whole firength of the King of Sy- 


riahs Army, 2 Kinge 6, Burt when they could not eſcape 


tus ; then they. proved Valiant, and Vidtorious, for ſo well 
were they exerciſed and experienced, that as it is expreſſed 
l00n after, 

[They wixed valiant in fight, and turned to flight the Ar. 
P3109 of Aliens,) Neg, comnaia'® legionibm ſuceinft; com- 


munem cam miaits Vitoriam, ſed nnda virtute anmi finga- 


larem de perfidis retulerunt trinmphum, Ambroſe 1:6, 1. Off. 
c4p, 35, Not by maltirades and numbers, but by cleace re- 
ſolution and gallantry : Both which are evidenced in [oſbns, 
Gideon, and the ſneceeding Judges; In David, Aſa, Teho. 
ſapbas, Kings of Tudati, 1 Saw, 14, a Chron, 14. 12: 13. & 
30, 24. If God ariſe, the moſt terrible preparations, deepeſt 
p»lictes, and beſt fnrniſhed ſtrength proves invalid, Pal, 
68.1, TIſay 8.,9,107 Bur here is one Deliverance more, 
which though we have oyer-leapt, yet we muſt not paſſe 
by it, for ics the ground of all the fore-going ; And thar 
its this : 

(Out of weakneſſe were made ſtroug.) Sottit indeed Ex: 
pound it, Of bodily frailties, and infirmities, they have re- 
covered from dangerons and tormentina diſeaſes ; whereof 
Flezehiab is a firong proofe, Iſay 38, Convaluit de infirmi. 
rate; A deadly diftemper had ſeized on him, and nothing 
bn Faith, and the Prayer of Faith prevailed for his reco- 
very ; this ſaves the fiek, [awes 5. 15. Afar. 8. 13. Bur Þ 
conceive it may juſtly be underſtood of all kind of deſpe- 
cate ſtraites, difienities, and hazards, when they were at a 
lofſe, not knowing which way to turne ; Faith findes them 
2 Way, direfted and eſtabliſhed them, So [«:iw enclines, 
and therefore (beeanſe ſo the word is nſed, Rows, 4. 20.) reads 
thus the words, 1n rebus infirmiſſimis divinitm fucrunt cone 
firmars + When all was thonght to be gone, and the buſi- 
neſſe done, Faith fayled chem not, bur ſapplyed them with 
hope, reſolation, and eonrage. And ſs Saint Chryſofome 
eefers this to the reduRtien of the [ewes out of the Babilo- 
aiſh Captivity, which was, when their caſe yas enne, 
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:f we look only at their then condition, their ate and 
junQtuce of affaires, which the Churehi alſo Celebrated ac- 
cordiogly, and acknewledged, Pſl. 136, 1, When the Lord 
turued againe the Captivity of Zion - we were like thews that 
Dreams, hnd ſo Theophile® in loc, applying hereunto Exe- 
kicks Viſion of the Dead Bones, Erck, 37, 1,2.&c. But, 


L:itly, The Jaft Enetny, Death, is yet to be deftroyed ; 
And this alſo Faith hath done, and that ner by the Faith 
of the Rronger party, but of ihe weaker Veſſel! : For ir 
thug lyes, 


(Women received their dead, rhyſed to life againe: } weak 
women, firong in Faith, obtained great favours ; witnefſe 
the widow of Sarephatb, or Sarepta, 1 Kings 17. 22. Luke 
4. 26, for althongh this high ſfavorr might ſeem to be the 
immediate effe&t of Elijabs Prayer, ard this vertue to pro- 
cecd frem his Devotion ; yet the widows Faith acted her 
part, 2nd:conenrred-in the produRion of this effe&t + And 
herein her Faith was evident, that it obliged her with her 
fraall ftock and pittance, to ſopply. the Prophets preſent ne- 
ceſfity, being affared that God, even in chat Famine, wonld 
yeleive her, and recompence her Charity : Ss that her Faith 
yjas the Canſa'protatarttica, the externall moving, and pti- 
raitively provoking Canſe, that which both moved Ely4h to 
entercede, and enclined God to be more favourable to his 
Petition ; even beeauſe the throngh her Faith working by 
love, was f#bjetam capa, a proper ſubject te receive (nch 
2. mercy, And'this alſe is {ſeconded and confirmed by the 
Shunamites Son twice received ; Onee when life was given 
him, 2 Kings 4.17, And then again when refiored to her, 
in the 26. 37: Ferſes, after Berth ; her Charitable Devoti- 
on, iſuing from Faich, obtained this double Conceffion : 
This the Pſa}mift declareth, P/al. 116. $. For thos haſt de- 
livered my Soule from Death, mize Eyes from teares, aud my 
Feet from faling, And Saint Pax! experimented, 2 Cor, 1, 
9. 10. But we bad the ſentence of Death in our ſelves, that 
we ſhould not truſt in onr ſelves, bet iw God which rayſarbs 
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the Dead, Who delivered 9 from ſo great a Death, and doih 
deliver + In whom we tr«ft that be will yrb deliver us, | 

But good Works have uſually the fate to be mil-interpree 
red, good men to be flandered, and a good cauſe to be 
perſecuted, and hated.. Becanſe 1 folow that which good is 
(faith David) therefore evill men purſue me with deadly ba. 
red, And the Apofile !nlly ſatizfies ng herein, in that po- 
fitive definition, or Aphoriſme, They that will live godly ts 
Chriſt Jeſus, nj? ſuffer perſecation , that is, from abſurd, aud 
vzreaſouable men, The worid hated Chriſt, and hated. all his : 
it perſecuted therg, and till perſeeutes them : Is the World 
ye ſhall have tribalatio, was our Saviours prediiow to his 
Diſciples ; not as they are lingle Perſens, bue as Diſciples : 
And hereupon it follows, Thar eminent Profeſſors, are emi 
nent Sufferers, farnous as well for their Paſfive, as Adive 
Obedience ; and Recorded as well as made glorions by their 
patience and perſeverance in their meſ} ſhammefull and pain= 
fu!ll excentions. 

Q. But who were theſe (others?) Were they diHinft Per: 
fors frons the former mentioued Worthics, or the ſame ? 

eA1. Indeed many coneeive thoſe (orhers) to rclate to 
the ſeverall Prophets Rqnontng Sawnel, who was before 
nominated; and particularly inſtance in Aficaiah, x Kings 
22, 25, 26, 27, who was ſmitten by che falſe Prophet Ze- 
dekiab, and aſter impriſened by Ababs order unto Amer: 
the Governsur of the City, And in /[eremieh, who for the 
ſame imaginary Malignancy, ſuffered the like punifhmenr 
for the latter part of it, /er. gf. 6. And in Zachariah, 
2 Chres. 24,21. And in Iſaiah, whom the Jews report to 
have been ſawne aſunder, or in pleecs, by exprefle ordec 
from Mansſſe:; And thoſe who are ſaid here to have was. 
 dred, &c, are upon' this way ſuppoſed to be David, who 
is ſaid to be huxted by Sanl' a+ « Partridge in the Mown- 
taines, x Sam. 26, 20, And Elijeb, who npon Tezebels 
threatning. fled to Beereſheba, x Kings 19. 3. And of thoſe 
Prophets which Obediah concealed, 1 Kings 18, 2. 
© * Yet with ſome other Interpreters, I rather belceve, That 
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the Apoſtle wai more methodicall in his Indudtion, then 
thus to goe back and forth, off and on; And theſe Reaſons 
ſe2ms thus to perſwade me. 

1+ The Apofile had formerly ſpoken of David, Samnel, 
ad the Prophet ; and after the mention of them, this Re- 
Jative Partigele (others) follows ; lo that this others) ſeems 
neceſſarily to be others from them prewiſed, 

2. - The Apoſile ayming in this induction to bring down 
che {erres of rhe faithſull ill the preſent Age, muſt neceſ. 
f2riiy 1n this his induRion, and d:duftions thenee, flill des 
ſcend from the firſt times pitched on, then the ſneceedipg, 
cill rhe preſent be taken in ; which courſe 1s both agreeable 
tD 20 induftion as ſuch, and to this ſcope and eonelufion 
from ic, Thus it is apparent, he begins at Abel, and fo 
paſleth to Ezoch, his Succefſor in the Faith; So to Noah, 
<Tbraham, the Patriarkes, the J-dges, the Kings, and Pro- 
phets ; and ſo downwards flill to ghe following Generati- 
ons, which was the time of the acoabees, they ſneceeds 
ing the Prophets and Kings ; and lo I think that theſe mi- 
ſeries ſet down here, relate unto theſe Perſecations which 
the ſewes after their return endured nader, Agtiochus Epi- 
phanes, one of the Succeflors of <f/exarder the Great in 
Syria, abont two hundred years before the comming of the 
74:fiah in the Fleſh, The Records of whoſe miſchievous 
defGgnes. and horrid cruelties, arc reſerved in the Beoks of 
the Maccabees; which becauſe they have fallen nnder (ſuſ- 
Pition, cenſures, and ſeverities, I ſhall by the way (and the 
digrefſion may perhaps be uſeſull) adde ſomething in refc- 
rence to thoſe Writings, And firft I ſhall ſuppoſe, and granc, 
That they are rot any. patit of the Writings of Aoſes, and 
Proprets, commended to us in the New Teftamert as the 
Oracles of God, and Didates of his Spirit. And ſecondly, 


- That the [ewes had not-any ſuch eftcem of ther, and .there= 


fore never received them into their Canen of Boly Wrir. 
But then in the next place, it is moſt certain, That they 
ave been, ard ſijill are generally reputed, and taken for 
an Hiſtory which may be very uſcfall in the Church of 

God, 
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God, though not for the confirmaticy of any Article cf 
Faith, or geciſcien of any controverſie in Poigis of Reli- 
gion ; yet for the edificacicn of the Church, co bring down 
the Church Scory after the Writings of the Prophets, til] 
Chriſt and his Apefles lived : And therefere the Church 
of God hath judged them worthy. to be 'incerred in eur 
Bibles, and annexed to the Books :of the \Prophers, as 2 
confirmation, and continuation of the Hifterica!l*part of 
the Old Teftament, to acquaint ns with the State of the 


Afﬀaires of the Church then, and as Chriſty comming And 


yet to prevent miſtakes, have noted thera wich the marke 
of Apocrypha, and by that CharaRer hath exeſuded out of 
the number of Canonicali Books, Bur = 

3. Theſe times ſcern rather co be intended by the Apo- 
Rle, becanſe even t@ that very time of his Writing, theſe 
Hebrews bad 2 continned freſh remembrance of the cruel! 
miſeries, the Jews ſnfered under that Antiochas, 

Lafily.; There is a very. great and perfe& reſemblance in 
the puniſhments infliged by thar Tyrant, with thoſe here 
{pecified, which will the betcer appeare by taking a cleare 


and ditin& Cogniſance, and ſurvey of them - fir in Ge- 


nerall ; then in Partica/ar, 

r. | The Perſccution was for Religion, as was pretended; 
it Was Death fer the Tewes to obſerve the Law of God ; 
it was Death not to conſorme to this Tyraants Tdel- ſervice, 
x f{accav, 1. and all theſe Perſeentions. are utually hot 
and violent, becauſe men thinke they doe God good {er- 
vice, when they manace with ſary the Devills cauſe ; and 
they the higheſt and ſeyereſt Puniſhments which malice 
£29 invent or fancy, are but the .innecert exccations of 
juſtice; and iuch were theſe Puanjiſhments of 211 ſorts which 
haye been diſcoyercd ; for here is mention of torments, 
rontymelies, «mpriſoumens!, exiles, death it {«lfe, and (everall 
\orts of Eiſhono;eble eruell deaths, For, 

2. KHeze we inde that ſome were tortared, (iroumwvicucey,) 
thats beaten with Clobbs, cr batlinadced till they died . 
13 2 Reace Of tie goge $14 man, Elearar, {Gr the indeed 
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5604 @ld canſe, Gods Religion .and Lawes, 2 Haceabes 6, 
23, 29. 30, ie puniſhment was to binde the miſcrable Pg. 
ti2ats t® a great Losg of Word or Timber, made (a1 1 
\appoſe) moſt like a Ships windlefſe, and for (web an uſe, 
and there diftend and racke them ; and when they were 
;us diflended to a'cercaine; and to the height, every part 
2s ſenſible ofiithe Racke and Strappagoe ; then they were 
[:::rem with Cudgell: till they dyed. Yet being thus tor. 
tered, it is further reported of them, [1hat rhey accepted not 
deliverance.) That they, Ge. They Neighted thoſe overtures 
2nd eonditions of - d:\miffion and liberty which were ten. 
cered them, depending on Gods Premiſes for eternall life, 
:.5t daring to harard Eccinity for a miſerable remporall 
{z52Rence, and being very willing to loſe their life to ſave 
it, {Otbers] hed rryxts of erxe3 mockings and ſeonvgings ; 
nothing was Overſcen vr omitted to render them odiens 
and miſerable; ſome wiil take a mocke who will not ey- 
dure a firoake ; others a ſtroake, who yet will not abide a 
moeke ; theſe torfmentors thereſore te make (are work, try - 
eth them both wayes, if the one fzyle co provoke and di- 
Nrefle them, the other wil prove, and they are called, cry. 
ef mockinge, becauſe rothite more piercing or preſſing to 
a free and grazroue ſpiric ; for they are uſually an aMia:- 
en upon an afliion ; it is to everloade the opprefied, and 
ro kill the wonnded, Henze /ſhmasls mocking of 1ſaxc, 
(Gen. 11, 9.) is expreſſed Perſcention, Galat, 4, 29. David 
eltertned a reprodch, au oppreſſion, « killing oppreſſion, «: with 
« Sword in hs bones, Pſa, 43. 9: 10, And his great com- 
plaint (Pſa. 44, 13. 14 E P/«l. 99. 4.) was, That be ww 
4 rcproath, @ ſcorue, and derifion, to be @ by-werd, and (hik- 
ing of the Heed emorg the People, And the ptitering and 
ſpeaking hard things, 1s Filed, Breaking Bur prople in pieces, 
Pſzl. 04. 4.5, But if there be not cruelty enongh in meek- 
61g7, there t+ ſinart avd ſhare roo, frveminy, ſuſlicient in 
fcourgings ; 2 puniſhmerr proper cnely to the baſer and 
more eontemptible ſort of Offcrders, (Others) agzine, had 
irjal of Fords axe Iwpriſenment ; that is, crzell Impriſon- 
| ments; 
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ments ; not barely eonſinements or reſtraints; nt onely 

civſs Impriſonment, but like Toſephs, their fect were br: 2 

with fetters, they were lid 3n iron, Plal. 165,18, (The 

were ſtoned, they were {awne aſauder,) Yeu (hail finde the 

barbarous execution of thele, a /aceabes 7, throughonr, 

(They were tempted.) iis finds ſome variation; fer rempt< 

i» ſometimes imports the moſt cuiting piercing pricfes 
and angniſhes, ſuch 23 not onely earry with them great pain, 

>i1T a quicke and ſubtle apprehegfion alſc of that pain and 
ſorrow z therefore great ſorrows, or rather, the ſharpe ſenſe 
and feeling of them, 19 aþfiraQedly called remptetions, Heb. 
2, 18, He ſrifered being tempted, that: is, he ſadly and 
paſſionately reſented, So Heb, 4,rg5es He wat tempted, that 
12, as 1s evident from tne precedent terme of oppoſition 
r.oted by crpratioe), he was touched, tonched to the quick, 
deeply with the feeiing of onr iÞfirmitjcs ; and than, ac- 
cording to this Botation ef the Word, the ſenſe is, They 
had ſmch a ſharpe ſenſe of their {ad condition, that as 
Chrift, ſo theix tones were {orrofvfull, exceeding ſcrrowful!, 
cyven unto Death, Somenimes it Gonifies, gaining and win» 
ning flatteries and ſeducements with faire words, and large 
promiſes, Thus the Deriil, tempts ; and ſo he tempted 
Chrift, by giving bir in: ofcrenre the-Publique Faich. of 
his Kingdome, Matthew 14/9; and then thus they were 
remprted ; this Tyrant Aztiochm, beſides his menaccs, tor- 
ments, afid arts of vielence, endeavoured by flatterir» 
perſnaktions and propoſalls, to ſeduce them to a deſertion 
of, and defefien from their Laws and Religion ; a me:he 
which proves very ſuecefſefall, and never mifſech, when di- 
rected to worldly, meane. and vulgar tempetrs : Teil chem 
but of great Eſtates and Revenues for their revolc, &c, then 
per ſaxa, per ignes; every obRacle ſhall be removed ; and 
then too 8s Lelim in the Peet, they are fit for 2ny enter- 
prize; Pettore f fratris, Go, Lnc. Pharſ, liv. 7, And this 
Way Was attempted by Antioch ig Faecutioners with the 
good old ew, and their old acquaintance, E/rcwir, g Macs 
cabes 0, 22, 23. and this frand 4ntjoghew himſelſe praviided 
; O 2 epon 
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ep3n the ſevebth Brother, » HMaceabes 5, 24, Piotmiing 
bim both hononr and prof, botin tempting baits ; and this 
acception of the Word, I cake to be mdft proper, Yet by 
the way, let me give you Rotice of two eonjeftnres of this 
word by two eminent Modernes, Calvin, and [jw , the 
tormer, he ſappoſerh-this Word to be ſaperfiuons add te 
the ſormer from their ſimilitndes, and ſound, by ſome un- 
skilfall Reader, who miſtook the Word, (as ſnch miſtakes 
are ordinary) ieyiSy-w, for inAaarrey ; and [on proceſic 
of time, both crept into the Text ; and he tells us, Eraſ. 
919 alſo did-thus conceive : Por the latter, whom Piſcator 
alio aDproverh, he thinketh the Word ſhonld be *mpddrre, 
for intiegdnra, they were burned, a peculjar and diſtin 
kind of Death. from the former mentioned ; And this 
ſeems more prebable then the former. But I ſhall adde 
nothiag but this, that Bervardim won vidit omnis ; and that 
either this latter Critica!] mutation ofthe Word by 7#- 
2iu5 ; Of the latter Notation of the Word in the ſenſe de- 
livered, ſeems to be the eleareſt Interpretation thereof, 

But now, if neither mockeries, nor mileries ; torments; 
nor temptations ; frewnes nor favonrs will prevaile to ſe- 
Gue?, or affright them from their duty, Then | ; 

(They were /laine with the Sword ," ) Decollation, or be- 


h221ing was then'in uſe ; and it was eryme enough to be 
'S, 


eichzr good, or great; that was the puniſhment of them 
caar remained, Yet others cook avether cenrſe : For, 

(They wiradered abont in Sheep Shins, and. Goat thins, be» 
ng deſtitute, aſfiiied, tormented, or puniſhed for vagrants, 
becanſe deſtitnre, ont-lawed, having no Law, or Ruler to 
prote& thera. They then that eſeaped the ſeverity of the 
S49:d, were Exiicd, and forced to fly, as exeepted Perſons: 
ſame of them perhaps in an holy jealoufie of themſelves, 
juſpefting their Rrepgeh was not ſufficient, either to hold 
eat againk. tne Tyrants rage, or to reſift their Friends 'ard 
(Comncries teinpiations, and (o fearing left their infirmities 
right berray them to an unworthy compiyance, Others 
in tue Chriſtian policy, cpdeavouring co preſerve _ 
{clves 
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ſelves from tais Rorme, and to reſerve thetalelves till God 
ſhall Þs pleaſed to cauſe a great ealme yz in the meane time 
co be Fugitives, and endure all the inconveniences thereto 
C1b[equent ; And this was the condition of thoſe Aſxcoafecrs,or 
Chaſchmauneans, who either bid themſelves (as in the 38, 
®:rſe)inhvles; or ciſe took themſelvesto the wide (but mer- 
cileſſe hard) World; as you may finde x #faecabees 1. 53: 
for their words imports, they fled to any place of ſuccour, 
as Beaſts of the Garne hotly purſued, Certainly, it is noc 
onely lawfull to fly in time of Perſecution ; but if the fly. 
ing be Chriſtian, upon ſreh prementioned motives, it will 
paſle for a lower kind ef Martyrdom ; Otherwiſe Chrilt 
would rever have permitted it, much lefſe preſeribed ic 
to his Diſciples. Both Ancient and Moderne Anthors have 
ſally wric of this : Among the Antient, Tertallian, and 
{yproan + Of the Mederne, Abbor hath Writ a particulas 
Trar. 

By the way, let us before we proceed, panſe and breath; 
2nd from the whole, let us (ce and obſerve the qualities 
and conditions of wieked men; The fate and condition of 
holy Perſons. The wicked perſecuts the godly with dead- 
i'y hatred, and its often their lot to fall into the ſnares, 
and to be nnder their Rod : Therefore the unworthy world 
hateth, ard that eauſelcſſely too, them of whom the world 
Was net worthy; the Heires of Heaven, Pilgrims on Earth, 
that's their beſt cendirion, often it is worſe with them - 
they arc fugitives, deſigned Aﬀociates for Saints, and An. 
gels, and Chriſt, are preſent eompanions with Owles and 
Foxes, in Deſerts and Cavarns ; thoſe for whom Chrilt 
dyed, are in this life defirute, G's. who have an Etats of 
Glory; have? no Portion, nor manſon in the Earth ; the 
Children of Light fly hers to diſmaall and dark receſics ; 
and they who have put ow the Lord Jeſus Chrift, and are 
cloathed with tize Garments of: Salvation; ere neeciiicated 
now te be covered with the an-drefled Skis of Beafs ; 
And yer here let us not take a (upeifieiall ſurvey of this 
their condition, and paſſe a ſuddaip cenſvre cf them, and 
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't . {17 racher let ny remember and conlider hat the Cpt. 
tit {4ith 3nd determineth concerning them, and that 1s high 
3nd 45no0urable, (Of when the World was not worthy,) they 
ir2 109 gocd te be well thought en, or well uſed, by 4 
kad \W- rid, though worthy fer an nyawortay World ; wor- 
thy tha reflimoniall and approbation of the all-glorions, 
and o11ciens God the Worlds fugitiver, are his favourites; 
its lozrhing, Gods love z 1ts fcornes Gods delight ; whom 
it brands, Gad ebſerves ; whom it condemnes, he honours, 
2nd therefore here beſtowes a Bote of hemonr worthy 
of cur fri ebſervation 3 the World was not worthy of 
thi : The Werld faith, Away with ſuch fellowes from the 
Earth, it & rot fit they ſhould live, Ats 22. 22. And that. is 
the cenſure of the World, 1 Cer, 4. 9. For 1 thinke thay 
God hath ſer forth ms the ApePFles leſt, as it were apprintcd 
unto Death, Por we are made 4a ſpcitaels wnto the Porld, a6 
to Angeit, and to Men, Bur God otherwiſe orders the 
caſe ; if they ſuffer, in all their afiiAions, he is afflicted ; 
if they Fly, he is preſent with them + Se/us rom of, ca; 
Chriſta in fugs Comes * (ypries lib, 4. Epife, 6, if they 
be henee removed, it is to prefer them co Heaven ; or ra- 
ther they were unworthy their company, and the aCvanta- 
ges might be received thereby, and therefore taken away 
from them: As thoſe, who received not rhe Diſciples, they 
were to depart from them as unworthy perſons, left they 
ſhould participate of any comfort or benefic frem them, 
Aaith, 10. 13. 14. And 23 Par! and Barnabu turned to 
dhe Gentiles, becauſe'the* Jewes demeaned themſelves un. 
worthily, Aﬀs x3. 46. they were not worthy of Pan! and 
Barnaba, in the jndgcment of the Holy Spirir, 

The reſult of what hath been thus largely dedaced ard 
explained, is to diſcover unto us the fignall conquefly of 
Faith : A Beleever 13 alvwayes Fiftoriows, whether he Can- 
quer by Prowefſe, or by Patience, If Faith teach not his 
Hand to fight, yet it will teach his Bedy to ſuffer ; it ei- 
ther «a#s wonderfully, or endures nebly : And there is as 
auch gallantry, nay truely more, becauſe orceater Magna - 
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nimity in cheertull andergoing of hardoeſſe, then laveluns 
raty undertaking : Por nndectakers (and very forward oneg 
teo) mary times faint and flag, and pive over ; whereas n 
ſafferer ſhews his reſolution, and elcars all ſuſpition of 
falſhood, or inconſiancy to his undertakine, Indeed, a irue 
Beleover is the ſame 1n every eontingeney and fate of af- 
fire, and is equally reſolred and difpoſed, both for proſperity 
and adverſity ; and when molt effi: gd, his Paith Is moſtglorious, 
for then ic appears if thoſe eminent Graces of humilicy, 
meekneſſe, reſignation, &e. which otherwiſe perhaps had 
been obſeured, And {0 it is of very faithfullnefle, that God 
ſafferech che fairhfull to ſaffer, evew that the rrogll of thrir 
Paith might be much wore preciow they Geld, though tr;cd 
with fire, x Peter 1: 7. The Devill, and the World oppo. 
ſeth to them the Paſſengers Argument to Chiil en the 
Creffe, If thou be the Son of God, came dewne from the 
(Creſſe, &e. (Mat. 27. 40.) And is it not « dotable reply te 
znſwer with Chriſt iv Prayer by Faith : Farber, if it be 
p ſible, ler this Cup paſſe frown 11e © ye matt why wil, but thine 
be done ? It was 2 weakneſſe in Gidrow to argue thus with 
the Angel; If the Lord be with w, why 1hen & all thy be- 
felcn wm ? Judges 6.13. A range reaſoning ts 2 eonki. 
dering man, to conclude, God doth net love, becauſe the 
World hates ;_ this ecrtainly is an infirmity in Faith , and 
David zcknowviedgeth (0 much, theugh withall, ke acknow- 
ledgeth himſelfe to have beep overtaken with it, and ſe 
continued, wnrtil he went 5uto the Hoeeſs of Ged, and dili- 
gently enquired after the wayes of Gods Providence ; and 
there he found (though the depth of his judgements are 
unſearchable, and his wayes paſt findins out) what tas ch- 
vious 9nd legible, That no ſzecefſle, or proſperity of the 
wicked, hath power enongh to make them happy, cr en- 
title them to Gods favoar ; no adverficy or croſſe emer- 
vent £3 make (without any ſullea Steiciſme) a godly 
man miſerable ; Pſal. :73. Becaaſe (and bis Reaſons are 
firong) the wicked man in bu beff eflate bath mo hild, bi 
what will farle bis, when be weſt weeds, and nerd ht mutt : 


——_ > wo, 
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bnt the Godly bath a fireng hold, which as long as he 1s 
cody will by a SanRaary and ProteFfion to him, his de- 
pendance and hope in God, who never fayleth them who 
tra in him, Saint Parl gives,us an experiment of this 
ercth, That Ged loves, mhen he chaſtereth , for we are ((aith 
he, 2 Cor. 4. 8, 9.) perplexed, (that May very well be, and 
frequently it is fo, decanſe of imperdent, or 1ncumbent 
ſadnefſes and diſafters,) bat not in diſfpaire; for we live by 
Faith, and onr hope is an anker of the (oule, both ſure and 
fedfalt: Perſecnted we may be, we muſt be ; (Te ſMall have 
evidalatice, ſaith Chrift, [ohn 16. 33. Shall ſuffer Perſecns« 
tion, v Tim, 3. 12.) forſaken ye canned be ; For what 64" 
ſeparate wa from the love cf Ged in Chriff ? Romans 8, 39, 
Caff downe (humbled a little) 6#t not deffroyed ; not caſt 
off, or rejected ; afid this condition is fo farr from being 
miſzrible, that it is honourable and comfortable : The fors 
mer is expreſſed in the 10. 11. 14. Verſes, The latter jy 
che 16. 17. 18, Verſes, Nay, an Apcient goes yet higher; 
Quarts quis ſeverins patitur, tata meliua coronabitar :. the 
ercater their eroſſes, the more glorious ſhall be their erownes; 
the more their eroſſes, the more their erownes. And agree- 
ably to this, the Schoolemen have affigned and affured to 
the Martyrs, the largeſt (ſhare and meafure in the aceidens 
talls of FErernall bliſſe, what is over and above the effen,, 
tialls belonging to them, eAqainas Snppl. per 3. qu, g6. 
art, 12, How true this ſuppofition 1s, that there are ſuch 
accidentalls of beatirndce, and that they are belonging ts 
Martyrs, I define not : yet I belceve this to be amovg the 
Pie Credenda. But this I am ſure of is an infallible Ds 
vine Truth, That whether God chafiiſe his Children with 
Rods, (as he doth every Son,) or cacriſh them with exters 
na!ll additions, whether they be in adverbty, or proſperity, 
he is equally a Father to them in both eflares, and cqua]- 
ly a Father of mereies (Hevr. 12. 5. &c.) to them : And 
as In all, ſ@ chiefly in theſe diſpepliations, he hath ends and 
purpoſes of Infinite Wiſetome and Goodnefſe ; and Ged 
is pleaſed by theſe unpleaſant Pievidences, to waniſeft his 
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wn glorious Attributes, and his ſervant ethinene Graces + 
So they prove excellent Methods co ſer forth Geds glory, 
and ſer forward rhans falyation ; for hereby God makes 
known his infinite Power and Wiſedome, by bringing lighs 
ont of darkneſſe, good ent of evill, extrafting Cordialls 
and Reftdratives out of Poyſon, curing deſperate diftempers 


by correRions ; his infinite goodneffe, ſuffering the Baſh to 


| Þarue, Gus wet to waſf and conſume ; the Body to ſmart, bat 


..#he Sonle to joey ; the Body to be weak, brat the Spiric 
Yireng in the Lord, and in the power of kis might ſaſtains 
ing their infirmitics, and ſupporting in their greate{{ ſad- 
meſſes, even to a Miraele ; We intelligeritre, nerinem efſe, 
| $25 ant five T41ione velit pernams ſubire, aut tormenta ſive Deo 
yofſit ſaſtinere, ſaith Minxnutine Feliz, OF, None would ſcFer 
thoſe tormenrs Chriftians did, unlefle they had good gronnds 
for it ; neither indeed conld any ſuffer them, avlefſe ke 
had a goed God, an Almighty Father to hold him up, ad 
ſuccour him : And yet, as the ſame Ancient ; Ozod corpo- 
Ti vitia ſentimw, & patimur, neu eff zena militia eff : Their 
ſnfferings are not truely puniſhmenry, they are exereiſes and 
conqueſts over the World, the malice of mep, and corrn- 
ptions and rebellions of luſt and natmre, Bnt beſides this, 
The patient ſabmiſſion, and refignation of Geds ſervants 
under the Crofſe, diſcovering Graces, which otherwiſe wov'!d 
be coneealed and unknown. Had not Job contefied with, 
and baffled the Devills policy and pretences by his depen- 
dance on God, in the greateſt miſeries the Devill eould in- 
vent, or inflit, his Faith and fincerity, had been either un- 
der ſuſpicion, or under a Clond ; his conftancy-and adbz- 
rence to God in thoſe great couſi;Ry and tryells, both cleared 
and experimented his innecency ; for in ſnch exigents, the 
caſe is eleared, That God is beleeved, loved, and obeyed in 
and for hinmſelfe, without any mercinary ſervile reſpes, 
Chriſt is followed for his Do@rine, nor his Loaves : The 
innocent ſufferer, that endures for Gods ſake all the evills 
of the World, cannot he ſnſpefed to drive a fecular de- 
Gene ; it is evidenr, he ſeeks for Heaven, and the endating 
| P ſn>ance 
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ſubſtance in that eontinuing/ City.; Times of | ſuffering! 
times of tryall, then we are Chrifts probationers, whether 
we be fit to be admitted into the ſociety and number of 
his Diſciples ; chen Chrifls -Souldiers ; and whether .we be 
fic to be liſted into the Roll, and taken inre their compa» 
ny, will certainly appear ; Then the King of Neaven may 
beheld his faithfall enes hatarding their lives 8nd fortynes 
in his ferviee, and for kis honour ; and his pretenders, fits 
ting downe, deſerting, or cemplying with his Encmies; 
then he diffenceth his people, from Rebells, and newtralls, 
Iugeniuw fiugulorum periculsy perſitat, as the ſame Antienr ; 
He finds their love and fidelity, or their falſhogd and hy - 
pocrifie ; then he underfiands them, whether obedient ts 
Anchority, or reſraRery ; whether a willing people, or preſ- 
ſed Nirelings : and thus they grow famous for their fide- 
lity ; their fuſferings, cheir tryalls, and all at laſt Chall be 
rewarded, Yet here, for the moſt parr, the Crofſes exceed 
the Crownes, the prevfes the rewards: Witneſle the Jew- 
iſh Church of God, long opprefled in Egypt; and though 
afrer ics removall, it was threngh many diffieult paſſages, 
and by fharpe cneounters ar laft, ſeated in Canaan; yet 
even aſter this ſeeming ſettlement, it had its Vieifficades, 
che changes and mutatiens of Aﬀazires, and then againe car- 
ried ivto Captivity - and yer, after its Redemption, it was 
in 4 Yarious ſtate, till rhe Chriſtian Chareh was formed by 
Ckrift, and his Apoſtles : And even this, upon the firſt 
Modell, was hotly aſſaulted with Perſecution : This Chareh 
no ſooner gained breath from under one, bunt the ſobbed 
aed fighed nnder another ; Nero, Domitias, ee, glutting, 
and ſurfetting with Chtiftian Blood, and making triemphs 
in thew Marders, Pax!, Oroſ..lib, 5, Indeed, ſhe bad reſt 
and peace for a good ſpace after Dieclefian, unader Chriſtian 
Emperors : But then Heretieks ſprung up, and infefted 
her, and ſhe lay difireſſed nader the juriſdiftion of Arries 
Officers, and the invahon of Hurry, cr, See Jalviau ds 
gubernatione Dei, net as if God had in any of thoſe exi- 
Scents negleXed his little Flecke ; but as Mfinntim hy x ob- 
crVeEs, 
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faxves; Neb Dem neo _mw# poreÞ® ſubvenire, ui defficit; 
cum fr. @ emninns reflor, & amatir ſnornm « but becauſe 
he will ſhew his Authoricy in Qorerning the World, and 
his love in — is Chareh: Or as the excellent Afor- 
#ey expreſſeth it, Afals bonk, bona; Hilis brva, wala: Good 
chingy, or theſe rather which ve commonly eall fo, areevill 
co evill men, becauſe they aduſe them ; their firength by 
intemperance, their power dy oppreffion, their Eftaces by 
luznry, and they have their reward, their Portion, Evills 
of the World, or theſe which are fo reputed, are good 
things to good: Men, beeauſe every thing to them work» 
eth for the beſt, God hath defigned them for Cures nats 
them, and huth-affigned « reward of thoſe, eternall life ro 
thoſe are cured and correfed by them, Ir would be end- 
lefſs ro Gleane np what the Labonrers in Gods Harveſt 
have leſt to our Hands, both Agticne and Moderne, eſpeci» 


ti5 


ally the Antients in their Apologies. 1 ſhall onely tale 


ſome remaines from one of them, az I finde them gathered, 
and give you & taft of them ; They are fix Conclnfions 
\ Which Saint eAs#gs/tize hath layd down from his own, and 
his Predeceſſors Obſervations of the Divine Providence, in 
his promiſcuons diſpenſation of entward things, You may 
finde ther, in 1. {56, ds Civitate Dei, rap, $. 9, Whereod 
the firſt 18, ors | 

1. Patiextia Dii ad penitevtian invitat males : The Pa- 
tience and ſorbearance of God towards finners, is to move 
them to Repentance ; and ſometimes, ſaith he, rt proves 
foe , though if this method take nor, they then beeps oy 
wrath againfl the day of wrath, and revelation of the righte- 
ow judgement of God, Who will render to every wan according 
vs bis deeds, Rom, 2. 5. &c, And on the other fide, Fle- 
gelums Domini, ad patiemiam eradis bexer + Nis Rods to 
the godly; are corre&ions and infirutions ; God diſciplines 
anStutors them co patience, meekneſle, refignedneſſe, &e. 
making-even to kifle the'Rod: Pe). g19. 71. It © goed for 
me that 1 bave beon effifled : thas might learve thy Sta- 
rwtes, And P/alme 94. 12, Bleſed i rhe wan whow thou 


F 2 ebefexeſf, 


I16 


The Concluſion: 


chaffene#, O Lord : and teacheff him owt of thy Law, 

2. Plaenit Divine Providentie, &'c, God hath provided 
fature good things for the godly, Loke 12, 3%: Which the 
wicked ſhall nor be capable of : And he hath prepared fu- 
rure eyills for the wicked, which ſhall not touch the godly, 
E uke 16. 39. &e, 

2. Ifta vero temyoralia, Fe. God diſpoſeth of his tem- 
Poralls in common, and promifcuouſly, Eccleſ, 9. 2. eAb 
things come alike to all : theres i one event to the righteous, 
and to the wicked, to the geod, and to the cleane, and to the 
wacleane ; to him that ſacr:ficeth, and to him that ſacrificeth. 
z0t : as is the good, ſo &s the finner; and he that ſwearnth, as 
be that feareth an Oath. ver. 11, 1 returned, and ſaw under 
the Sun, that the race t« wot to the ſwift, wor the batiell to 
the froug, miither yet bread to the wiſe, nor yet riches to menu 
of anderflanding, nor yet favour 10 men of hill, but time aud 
Ebance happeneth to thew al, Mat. 5. 45. For he maketh bu 
Sus to riſe 01 the evill and on the good, and ſendeth raine on 
the jaft, and on the wvjuſt, So that by them we cannot un- 
derfiand whom God doth favonr, or hate : Yer by them 
this we ought to learne ; Us wee bows cnpiding appetantur ; 
That thoſe goods, or rather ſhaddowes of good, ſhon!ld ner 
be too ſollicitenfly, or paſſonately covered or afﬀfeRed, 
whereof the mefi wiaked are joyur-Tenants, and many times 
Principall Peſſeflors ; Es neo male twrpiter evitewtnr ; nei- 
th:r ſhould evills, or rather (hewes of evills, be baſely and 
meanly declined, which- G2d hath ofcen ſhared our for the 
ler of the Righteons, | 

4. Offendit ramen Dew ſaye, Fo. God in theſe diflicibu- 
tions, gives the World notice of his glorious - Attributes ; 
For, Si emue peceaatum, Fo. If he ſhould puniſh every finne 
with a-notorions, paipable, publicke judgement, chat one 
right ſce the erime by the judgemenr, N61 whtimo, ce. 
men would never thinke of a future Account, nor of a 
Day of Judgement ; bur weuld verily think, as ſome bave 
thought, the ReſwrriBijon paſt already, ſo thas day of jadge- 
wert, nd if che reward of Rightcouſpeſle hy = 
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ſhould not favey another Rate, And then the Apoſtle eon« 
clades, Fe were wiſerable, 1 Cor, 15. But again on the other 
ade, $i nwallums peecatum, Ze, If ſometimes the Puniſhmene 
Were got as Open as the Fault, men might diſpute and cavill 
with Gods Providevee. 

5. Ss Dew ſecnndes res, &'s. If God give not to ſome 
of his Saitors a full and liberall ſhare of Earthly things, 
men. would doubt whether he were the Donor and Bene- 
factor of them, and ſuppoſe them the gettings of their wit 
and policy, their labour and induftry, and ſacrifice to their 
own nets : Ev fi omuibus eas petentibes ; and if he ſheuld 
gratifie every Petitioner in the ſame kind, then men wonid 
conclude ; Religion were onely a politiek Engine to gaine 
by, as the Devill argued againſt Job, Doth Job ſerve God for 
ought ? ſo earnall minds would reaſen ; They had reaſon 

oaſ God, who is ſo ready at every turn to ſerve them ; 
Nee non pies, Oe, ſed cupides, F avaros facere ; This indeed 
were to make mcn not gedly, bar Mammoniſts ; not holy, 
bur worldly. 

6. | Adanet difimilitudo paſſorum, etians in ſmilitudine 
paſſionum ; The ſeverall demeanors of the ſufferers, makes 2 
clear difference betwixt the righteons and the wieked, Af. 
3..18, So the wicked fret, murmare, (Pſe/. gg. r5.) and 
-repine ; and ſometimes fall into open blaſphemy ; ſome- 
times into; ſecret hatred of God; inſtgnces enough of this 
kind : The Righteous humbleth himſelfe, beraketh hirm- 
ſelfe to Prayer and Prayſes ; and cenfiders, that ke is pa- 
niſhed far leſſe then he deſerved ; examines himſelfe, how 
the caſe Rands berwixt God and his (onle, and he looketh 
unto the Hand that ſmites him, and takes his Croffe kind- 
ly, either as 2a correRion, beeanſe he hath ſinned ; or as a 
caveat, not to fin; or as a tryall of his Faith : And fo, Sx. 
per. totam materians, that Father reſolves; that though good 
and evili be common both eo the good and evill ; yet both 
are not alike affefed with thera in themſelves. nor reſpe&ed 
by Ged in them, A Righteons Perſon is neither puffed up 
wich proſperity, nor abaſed wich adrerfity. An eval wan, 
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'4 infolent; and eriell ; in an high cefidicion, is raad ; or 
deſperare in a low Eftate, The evills which the good ſaf- 
fort, alrvayes betters, and reformes him: An evill man, Fe- 
licitate corrnmpityr ; is firſt corrupted, then poyſoned with 
ecod chings, Prov, t, 32. impunivy is the ſaddeſt puniſh- 
ment; and Gods wrath is at the height, when he will noc 
affiiit ageire, when he will Frike no more, Ifay it. 9. Mari- 
wy ef ire, cum Dem new iraſeitor, (aith Saint Hierew ; For 
then Ged leaves him te himfelfe, eſerh no farther methods 
to reclaime him, and then, he and his fin thrives, till judge+ 
ment be execured againſt thew, Indeed this Father fhewes 
in th? fonre next follewing Chaprers, particular inſtances 
of Gods Wiſedem, Juftice, Power, and Goedneſſe, in pers 
mitting the Righteons ro be troubled, and the great advan. 
rages they may receive thereby. But 1 ſha!l onely propoſe 
ro your confideration Jobs caſe, and cffer te your obſerya- 
tion the ſeries, and contrivances of Providenee in Joſephs 
Reſene, Sale, Advancement, his after Impriſonmevt, and 
ag2ine his high Preferment, and how in every. or al! of 
theſe, yon may ſee Geds Juſtice in «ffi:fFing., his Wiſedews in 
orderivg theſe alternative forrows and joyes, his merey jv 
moderating his Breihrens rage, and his griefes ; his power 
rom92ving, and his goodneſſe 1D rewarding, and even by this 
anceuth way, providing for the neceffiticy, and releife of 
kis Father, and Brethren whe fold him, But now to dray 
to 2 concilnfiomoſ this fo long Infified en Obſervation; The 
Apofile ſeems here to perſwade theſe Hebrews. 1o rum with 
patiezce the race fat before them, and to taks joxfully whats 
ſerver {hall befall thers ju their way to Heaven, by an Ar 
mert taken from their fere-fathers demeanor ard behaviour 
in the !ike eaſe, and Gods gracious dealing with them 
which may be reſolved into this, or ſuch like Dilemma yz In 
this yur preſenr juBAture of Aﬀaires, and Perſeention, ei- 
ther your Deliverance is expedient for Gods glory, and yors 
$509, or net, If the former be ſuppoſed, and ſo reſolved; 
or in the affirmative ; then certainly, as God in his time, 
prefixed by his inficite wiſedom, did deliver. and fave yours 
Anceſiors; 
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Anceſtors ; ſo (if the time be come) will he deale with 


you, even deliver you, though a miracle be required for the . 


effeAuating this mercy : For though God uſeth x liberty in 
the circumRances of your deliverance, as to the time, quz- 
lity, and manner thereof; yet he keeps cloſe and are to 
the ſubiance of that Rule he hath preſeribed to himdelfe ; 
he will never faile por ferſake them chat cruſt in him; the 
patient expeRation of the Righteous, (hall finde what they 
waite and avwend for : He that belcercth ſhall not be con- 
founded ; He that hopeth (hall not be aſhamed ; thi is, 
bafled in his expeAation : If the negative part of the di- 
lemma be eonceited, then from che ſame Preſidents, you 
have theſe encouragements and arguments : There is no- 
thing happened you, bane what hath fefalne your holy Fa- 
thers, Gods deareſt Children ; He loved chem, when he cha» 
iſed them ; he new chaftiſerh, aud yet loverh yon: thoveh 
the good hand of Ged did not deliver them ; yec che good 
Ipirix of God ſuRained thern, ſ@ will it you. 1 Cor, 10, 
13. There hath ns temptation taken you, bur ſuch a & coms- 
wes to 74" + But God u faitbfull, who will not ſuffer you to 
be tempted above that you ars able : but will with the tempta- 
Piey, alſo make 4 Way to eſcaps, that yo way be able to bear: 
it, They. weited on Gods leiſure, ſo ſhould you, Faith wi!! 
tetch you to doe (o, In all changes, the meſt changeable, 
unſerled times, he ſetled and compoſed their ſpirits, chough 
not their Rates: In all ſorrows, his eomforts refreſhed therr: 
ſn all neceffities, his preſcaee ſupported them : In all dit- 
fienlties, his grace was ſuSieient for them; and whas he was 
to them, he will be the ſame te you, (for he ehangetii wor) 
if you be to him what they were, faichfull, Aud now re 
thinks, the Argument runs not onely 4 pers, bat 4 for::s7; ; 


nor onely in this reſpeK, thas this Father of mercics ko th 


2 more tender and indnlgent reſpeRt for you, then ther, 
having pravided better things for you, chem for chem, 21 :: 
js in the laſt Perſe of this Chaptey ; but alſo upon another 
account, you have fixonger Gotives to a faith'u!l atren- 
dance ev Gol, then they ; for they bad gncly Promiſes, and 
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Prophefies to live upen, to nouriſh and elieriſh their Faith 5 
2u have not onely what they had, even their Promiſes, 
and Prophefies ; for they were Fritten for your [nftrultion, 
1 Ccr, 10, 11, and they belonged to you as well as te 
them, Att 2, 39, bur you have new Premiſes, and new 
Propheſies of becter things ; and which is more, yon: hare 
the examples and pradiees of all Beleovers, from the be- 
ginning of the World, cill this preſent day 3 and fo be« 
ſides Promiſes and Prophefles, yeu have experiments to 
ircengthen your Faith ; and how powerfull examples and 
experituents are to provoke imitation, eſpecially whea'the 
experiments are of the befi ſort, and the examples drawn 
from chem, whoſe memory we mofi honour, as of our An. 
ceftors, a ſort, digrefion will eaſily demonſtrate. Certains 
ly examples are Rhetorieall Sillogiſmes, have a firong per. 
ſwaſive Power both with men of great judgement, and 
weakee patts, for they infinnate (eſpecially it they jumpe 
with mens inclinations) more eafily, and purchaſe © more 
kindly mens affeRiony, then down right reaſon, argumenr, 
or demonſtration, and are hereby a Topicke more apt: te 
£413 imitation, then precepts backt with the moſt cogent 
reaſon, to procure obedience. Fer the bbligingneſſe of a 
bare Precept, is either from the antherity of the eomman» 
der, (and men are naturally rebells, wirioour in vetitam) oy 
the reaſonablenefle of the duty ; and its the bardeft thing 
ro et (confidering how men are inclined to be drawn by 
ſenſaal] ebjeFs, and led by cufiomes) that reaſonable men 
ſhould be in rheir dnty ratienall ; or frem the affurance of 
reward ; and how dull men are te apprehend and beleeve 
fa:ure good things, ard to Jive by hope ; every one ſay» ' 
ins, Let me have it in my hand, and fo make ſure work, 
is frequently experimented ; and ſo this very confideraticn 
is aa abatement ro the power of Precepr, But Examples 
makes ail theſe reffects and obligations good ; for if the came 
rand run thas, Doe 154, not beeauſe it is commanded ; but 
becauſe this is the pratFiſe of the wiſeſt, and the beſt, er 
the moſt honourab'e, they have done ſo before a -- 
een 
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been very ſuceeſſefull in their doings ; what is thus exem® 
plified and experimented, is readily and faithfully obſerved, 
and moſt confidently (which is the quickning, and for- 
warding of aRion) expected, Examples and experiment: 
of this Kind are many and frequent ; and indeed, 'its the 
chieſe end of all Hiftoricall Relations, and the Writing of 
che Lives of the Tewiſh, Chriſtian, and Gentile Worthies. 
For, Molifſtme ſnadetur exemplis ; though Examples be not 
argumentative cogent proofs to profonnd judgements, and 
ftrict diſputants ; yer to moſt men they are moſt effe&Fual, 
beeauſe more fit to perfrrade, And therefore dri/otle lib, 8. 
7 op, ap, 2,thus refolyes, ovAncyiots (lacrixe Frcs, mig 51) his 
Twevo Ty, an Argument, is more prefling prooſe ; an Ex- 
ample more obliging : an Argament drawes the underfiand- 
ing ; an Example leads {and facilus ducimar quam traki. 
nr ) the affcCtions ; that indeed more powerſull, yet this 
more prevalent, 7 hemiſtocler ſaw Adiltiades Trophces, aud 
this occulay demonRration did prevaile with him for imi- 
ration above any either precept or reaſon, bur this one, to 
follow io brave a Prefident; Achilles his farne, ſer Alexar- 
dey on ation 3; and Alexanders, Julims Ceſars; and Ceſars 
honour hath made many therſand adventurers fince : And 
to come ſomwhat necrer and cloſe to onr holy Profeſſion ; 
Haith not Chriſt upon this ſcore fer kimlelf for an Exam- 
ple } Hath nor the Apoftles propoſed rhemſe!lves ſubordi- 
nate Patternes nnder him ? and required us to leok to the. 
former tiraes, avd take the Prothets, Patriarker, &rc, for 
Preſidents to 1, axd owr ations ? And hath not this very 
Apoſtle hrenghe in ani ſrramed up a Cloud of Witneſ. 
ſes to conficme an 1fſaliible truch, and ro provoke imitati- 
on ? Nay, Dorh not the Chriſtian Rule firiftly require ex- 
emplary Piety in all Beleevers ? that they be not onely bury- 
ng, (having Zeal 10 themſelves) bus ſhining /ights, by their 
praiſe eommunieating end diffaling it to others, give viſi- 
ble proofs of that hope is in them + For thus runs he rule, 
Let your light ſo (bins before men, that they may ſee your 9904 
works, and glorifie your Father which & in Heaven, Mat, 5,16. 
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And ſo, r Petey 2.11, 12, Dearely belewved, I beſerch you, 
as fFrangers and pilgrims, abſleine few fleſbly lufts, which way 
againſt the ſoule, Having yonr converſation boxeſt ameny the 
Gentiles, that whereas they ſpeake againfs yor,. a evill doery, 
they may by your good works which they ſhall behold, glorific 
God in the day of viſitation, And here we may ſee and 
almire the infinite love and goodnefle of Ged towards 
man, that he, for a ſupply and ſuceour to eur frailties and 
prejudices, ſeconds all his Precepts, with Promiſes, and im- 
powers theſe by Examples and Experiments ; that Whereas, 
2s our God and Lord, he might nſe onely his Word of 
command, and ftrialy, and upon the ſevereſt penalty, exa& 
eonformity ; yet ke is pleaſed to conlider, that we are but 
Fl:h, and therefore not to raake uſe of his abſolute and 
Severaigne Power over us ; bunt as an Indulgenc, to win 
2nd eain us over to himſelf by ſneh Arts and Methods, as 
have the greateſt influence with weak infirme men ; great 
Fremiſes, and geud Examples ; Promiſes, to enconrace ; 
Fxamp'es, to leade, eyen to Jeade, if we will rot drive : 
If Powter prevaile not, goodneſſe may, Nay, Ged in this 
infznce, hath net onely {fo far condeſcended to our infire 
enI1tits, 23 tO Prove the reaſonabienciie of his diltates to vs, 
C9 convines eur uncerflandings ; bat he hath, ex «bandarts, 
2Forged P:icmiſes, to wher ang excite our wills, and Pat- 
rernes tO frive and condult our affetions. Ard here alſo we 
may ſee and admire the rate eompeiticn of the Book of 
Ged: the holy Seriptures, which not onely declares wnto vs 
rn Wiil of God ; but furniſheth us with Arguments ad 
515, firong perſmaſives to confirme thereto ; it abeunds 
with periwaſives of all ſorts : S@.that we may juſtly take 
u> Tertullians Devout Contemplation, and expreflion, Adero 
plruitud;nem Scripturarum : 0 we, we adore the fulneſſe of 
rhe Scriptures : Its full of cleare Propheſies, holy Precepts, 
eracioos Promiſes, g'criens Examples ; Its full of Prophe- 
f:es, and they are fall of truih ; theſe ſorewarne us, to fi 

f.Oom eviil to come : Fall cf Pracepts, and theſe full of 
Piety, te exhort us to be fireiifell! in gegd works : Full of 
Eon . 
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Premiſes, and theſe fall of mercy, and (weeineſe, © int 
cling and meve us, to beleeve his Prophefies, and obey his 
Prgcepts. Full of rare Preſidents, and theſe fall of Evidence, 
to aſcertain his Promiſes ; Propheſics to prepare, Precepts ©o 
command, Promiſes to encourage, and Examples to leads 
ns the way to the way, the truth, and the life. Prophefies 
ſhews us fully the infinite wiſedome of our Lawgiver, and 
- that it 1s our wiledome to belceve them, and none elie. 
Prxcepts deelare his infinite Power and Soveraignty, and 
chat it is eur duty to obſerve them. Premiſes propoſcth 
his infinite gooaneſſe, in rewarding nts for cur duty ; and 
it is our Piety to hope for, and depend en them ; our eorn- 
fort that we have them, and ſo gwod a God who will re- 
ward us ſar above our deſeits, Examples to evidence his 
infinite truth in performing his Werd of Prephefie ard 
Promiſe te them who. performed..their duty in obedience 
to his Pracepts ; and it 18 eur glory and happineſſe to par- 
take of the benefit of theſe experiments, by following ex- 
aQtly thoſe good Examples. 

Yet vo Examples work ſo firengly, and leave ſuch decp 
and laſting impreſſions, as the Examples ef cheſe, whom 
patare teacketh us te love and hononr, to imitate and de- 
pend on our famous Pregenitors, from whom we kave our 
extraftion and diſcext ; and (o, as we efteem it an honour 
to he of a Noble Family, either civilly, or religionfly, or 
beth, (ay the Jewes and thele FHrbrews rook whemſcelves to 
be, and (o their glory was, Fe have Abcahain to er Fo. 
ther : and their Rule way, Q#ed accidie Patribus ffounm c/* 
Filits : ) {© generally, poſterity firive ro retemble their Pa- 
rents jn their qualifications, and are aſhamed to degenerate, 
az if they had no affinity with them » And hence it is thas 
we take all diſparagemenrs ef our aſcendants fo epkind!'y, 
and every reproach of degeneration, tor the hivheft affiogt 
and indignity ; becanſe weare lo neetly eoncerned by a prin- 
ciple of ſelſe. love in theic honour and reputation, Thus the 
Heathens ; as for example, Priamas concludes from an un- 
worthy Villany cemmunted by Pyrroms, that be was noas of 
a, - Acsiles 
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eMA chillies kis Progeny, At nos ile ſarum, 999 te mentires 
Achille, &c, And Ernea reſolves, Dido was Nobly Borne 
from ker honourable reſpeRs, T anti ralem genuere Parentes. 
And the perſwaſive to eAſcarirs for high attempts, was 
fetcht from his Alliance, Te Pater Eneas & avnxcnlms exei- 
re: Heftor, As for the Jewes, any who is acquainted with 
the Hitory of the Old Teſtament, will finde them to be 
great hononrers of their Families and Tribes ; and fo the 
AMaccabeer and theſe Hebrews, And therefore the Apoſtle 
aicth here this holy fraud, to cateh them with thoſe Argn-« 
ments, which world take and pleaſe, (Et prodefſe volunt, & 
celeFare ) and profit them. And here allo I crave pardon to 
18cerpole a conjetture, whicn is, That Job, that ( Magnus 
Viiterierum Dei artifex,) ereart Pattern of Piety, though 
honourably remembred and enrolled by God himſelf in the 
Beek of Liſe, (Exzek. I 4.) 45 one of the three eminently righneous 
Perſonr, is yet omitted in this Catalogne, for this reaſon: ; 
Beezuſe he was none of the jewiſh Race, or Hebrew Line, 
and 'o his Example would not have been (© pertinent, and 
effeHuall, And to eome yer ſomewhat more home: as theſe 
Hebrews had the prafliſe and experience of tht former Aves, 
to eſtabliſh their Faith; fo have we, and more too ; and 
therefore creater reaſon hive we not to be moved at the 
ſufferives of Chriftizns, nor to be aſhamed of Chriſt Cra. 
eifed, and to perſforme ozr whole Baviiſmall Coyenant, in 
3s much as we have the advantage of what examples they 
220: 29% brfides, the Parternes of the Apolles, and ApO= 
110.1c2l} men, famons in their Generations : We hive the 
4:, or rather (upon peruſall of that Book) the ſufferings 
ef ihe Apoftles : 2nd we have Tradition all along, handing 
gut t© us the Ghiiftian Atts and ſufferings of Confeflors, 
Martyrs, and ſeverall Religions People ever fince, for the 
ipace of 1600, years, and all attefted by Hiſterians of un. 
doubted fidelity, eſpecially thoſe of the fir® is Centwrizr. 
Henee let dayes were cuftoratily, and by Order Appoine 
ted for the ſolemne Celebration of the Ar and ſefferings 
of theſe Primitive Saints in the Chriſtian Chureh, the A bee 
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files, ahd ſetme ApoRtolicall (as I ſaid) Perſons; not fo 
much for their honour, (certainly not for religious wor 
ſhip of them by Invocation, Oblatiens, &e.) but for oar 
Imitation, and to blefle God for ſuch Infiraments ef his 
glory, and our goed. For that their ſufferings were fer this 
end, Saint Paz! is expreſſe ; The ſuffering of an eminent 
prineipall member, recounds to the good of the whole bo- 
dy, (Cs/, 1, 24.) tends to its cdification, and confirmati- 
on, Phil, x, 12. For alchonga Chiift propoſed himſelfe to vs 
for the grand Exemplar, Learze of me, And follow me : 
yet we could no otherwiſe follow Chriit, but as the Boy 
Aſcanits followed his Father, Nowpaſſibms equy, by an un- 
even motion we cannot follow him regularly, bur we trip, 
and ftymble, and often fall, (for he could ner fin)and it is be 
muſt life us up, And as his Example is too high ; fo ts 
lefſlon is too hard, we eznnor tranſeribe che Copy, but wit: 
blurring and erooking in and out ; nay, we ſhall be ſo far 
ſhort, that we ſhall doe nothing like, nnleſſe he leade ns 
by the hand; and even thep, onr hand may be eaſily known 
by its fonulnefle, as when he takes not by the hand to hojd, 
we fall, the errors of our feet may be eaſily marked ; and 
ſo, though Chriſt be a more high and ſure, being an infal- 
lible Partrerne *for imitation then 'any, or all other holy 
men amaſled together ; yet the Examples of theſe who 
were {nbjct ro the lrke paſſhons as wes, are more ſuitable 
for onr conviction, and condition, becauſe we cannot doc, 
. or ſuffer as Chri did, neither for the. manner or meaſnre ; 
For iu him all falneſſe awels : And the Spirit was giver 29 
hins withont meaſure, John y. 34. but we may doe and 
ſafer as holy men did before ns ; for to them as well as 
ro ns, and to vs as well as to them, the Spirit is given by 
meaſure ; and God accepts according to what a man bath, 
and noe: whar he hath noc, And hereupon this practite hath 
been obſerved, ro eommernorate the ho)y Saints,. in Scri- 
prure cſpecially, (for they are infallibly ſacd) as a duty of 
that part of the Communion of Saints, as ai: help by tieig 
Example for our infiruciion, and conſylation, Thus much 
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by the way, and the digrefion hath*been long, and redi- 
ons ; yet beeanſe as Travellers ſomerimes goe ont of the 
was to fetch in Provifien for their ſupplies, and comfort ; 
and this conrſe, though it retard the way, yet makes it 
pleaſant, eſpecially to thoſe who have long Stages : So be- 
cauſe this digreſion way be both delightfall, and proficable, 
I have infifted the longer, and brought in ſome adgitionall 
ſupplies for a farther refreſhment, But now to returne ; 
The way of God in the diſpenfation of temporails, ſo far 
4+ is diſcoverable, is various ; ſometimes he takes one ways 
ſometimes another, as is evident in the precedent Prefi- 
dents: Paſcimur hic, @ patimny : God ſometimes echeriſh= 
eth, and favonreth his Children ; ſometimes ke ſrownes on 
etem, correQs, and chaſtens them, and that by fharpe re- 
bukes; ſometimes he ſuffers his little Flock to wander, and 
to walk throngh the Valley of the ſhadow of Death ; 
ſometimes again he gathers them, he feeds them ina green 
Pattnre, and leads them ferth befides the Waters of eom- 
fort, Chriftianity is compared to a warfare, and rhar is 
Bot 2 condition of eaſe, bunt of trouble. hardnefle, and 
hazard ; and ſo a Chriſtian raft bave his Armour, evea the 
whole eArmonr of Ged ; and he mat endure hareneſſe, as a 
£504” Sonldier of Jeſus Chrift, The Chareh of Ged is 
eomnared ts a Ship, which though (omtimes ſhe goe ſmooth» 
ly, and calm'y ; yer, fer the meſt part, ſhe 1s unqniet, as 
the Element' ſhe moves upon ; and many times ſhe is to{(- 
ſed roo and fro: with Rrong gufls and tempeſts, and either 
by the violence-of the Wind, and the fiercenefie of the 
furgin2 Seas, in danger to finke, or to ground on Sands, 
or ſplit on Rocks, or ſpring 3 i6ake, and ſo be ſwallowed 
and devonred : and the Dilcipics of Chriſt are the Mari- 
ners and Paſſengers in this Ship z; and ſometimes in theie 
g:eat tempeſts, Chrift ine Maſter Peepeth, ril! the Diſcipler 
by Prayer amaks his. and then ht arifeth, and rebaketh the 
Wind, and the Seq, ni theres 4 4 great edlw?r. Saint Chrye 
ſoſfome enmmpares the lift of a Chriſtizo to a Webby {o mar- 
velouſly woven and made np of trouble and comfort, that 
though 
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thongh: the longer threads reaching from oar Birth ts eur 
Death, be all of. troudle ; yer the welt interjefed is all 
of eomfert, Se that from hence it is apparent, That theſe 
their eroubles and ſufferiags ace not the ef,F; of Gods 
vindicative juſtice, aa ot revcage, and (0 properiy pu- 
niſhments, (as a creſle or dangerons paſlage by Sea, is n2c 
an Exile to-a Mariner, (thongh jt be ro a Malefaftor thar 
Ayes that way,) dut'it is in his. Caliing and Trade, x Traf- 
fique and Taske,) but ef #s of leve, as of Diſcipline ; 
For, Peva in ſwo formali denetat quid intrinſeco malum : 
Every Puniſhment 1s truely from a Sentence of condeme 
nation ; And there ts xo condemuation. to thew that are in 
Chrift Jeſus, Rom. 8, 1, And we aro juaged by the Lord, 
that we ſhould wot be condemnea with the World, x Cor, 11, 
82. His jndgements on the World, are indeed the Sentence 
of a Judge condemnatory. His judgement to the Rizhce- 
ons, eaſtigatory ; they are chaſtencd, as by a Father ; oe 
cared, as by a Medicine from a. Phyſiciau. /eb 36. 9. 10. 
Theu he ſhewath them their works, and their tranſgreſſions, 
thit they heve exceeded, He open:th alſe their care 10 Aiſci- 
pline, aud eommanacth that they returne from iniquity, Au- 
ouftine c4. 124. 54 Ev, eb, gives us three - grounds of 
this Gods proceeding with them ; Ad demonffrationem de 
bite. miſerie ; wel ad emmndationem labilis wite.; vel ad exer- 
citationem nereſſarie paticntie : and the Righteous are to 
make one of theſe uſes of them, according to the quality 
and nature of the diſpenſation : For if they be under Per- 
ſecation from men for Chit and his Goſpels ſake, which 
is properly to b*are his Crofſe; then this is a tryall of. cus 
Faich, and Chriſtian Graces, and becauſe it conformes us to 
Chriſt, Phil. 3.10. ir carries its joy and comfort: aicrg 
with 1t_, he that thus ſuffers, bath abundant matter of jcy, 
AF 5. 4t. and yt ground of humility to us ; becauſe ic. 
hewes, That when we have done, or ſuffered what we co, 
we are but uwnaprofitabic ſervants, its a Rate we have dc'c:- 
ved to paſſe, thongh not frem ther wnder whoſe havd we 
paſſe ; if remprations or tryalls immediately ſent þy God, 
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chen they have the ſame ends in reſtef® of God infliffing 
th-»:, to hamb'e us for our demerits, and to demonſtrate 
tow ſar we are frem deſerving any thing from God, and 
kow inſeficient in our ſelves to ſecure our ſelves; Yer in 
reſpet of vs they have not rhe ſame nie, for we the P2- 
cients are no: herein as in the former, to borrow eur con- 
ſolation frem the rempration, of ttyall It (elfe ; bur from 
car deportmen:, and demeanour under this tryall, if by the 
Grace of God, we can ſaz8ifie him in our hearts, and £/0- 
rific him in this behalfe, by jaftiſying God, eondemning our 
ſelves, Pſa. 51.4. Dan, 9. 75. Pſel., 39. 9. bleſſing God. 
Jeb 1.21. ſabmitting te him, 1 Says. 3.18. bur if chaſtiſe.. 
ments rom God, thea chey are evidenees we have ſinned 
2221nſt him, and ke is diſpleaſed with us, and they are ſc. 
verities for our cure and amendment ; and from theſe we 
cannot derive any comfort, but much ground of godly ſors 
row ; and al} the comfort we can here depend on, is in a- 
continned ſubſequent, and preſent holy uſe of them to.this 
end, of Reformation. Mev. 11. 11, Now no chaſtening for 
the preſent ſcemeth to be jojo, ou: prievers : wevertheleſſe, 
afterward it yeeldeth the peaceable fruit of rightconſnefſe, umtg 
them which are exerciſed thereby. In ſumme then ; The 
wicked in their wieked enjoyments and fulneſſe, are no 
happy, though viſibly proſperons, becauſe there is a ſentence 
of wrath aud vengeance irreverfbly decreed againſt them - 
and the righteous in their ſaddeſt ealamities, though ſeem» 
:1ngly miſerable, yer really are not, becauſe they have firong 
Inward conſolations, and great alitrances of a Crowne of 
(\ory. And who will nor advencure,- and endure for a 
Crowne, eſpecially. when they have ſecurity, that for the 
2dvenrure, and a little ſufferings, they way Oobtaine ; and 
bavins obtained it, for ever enjoy It in a moſt peacecable 
poliefion > Moſt excellently and truely '/LyWantiw to this 
purpoſe, lib. 6, cap. 2. Sicnt ad verum malum per fallacia 
bout, fic ad werum bonuum per fallacia mals pervenitur : 
Connterfrir goog things are the harhingers and fore rnn+/ 
nets Of reel evils ; ag conceited evill things makes way 
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7/8. Concluſion; 
for ctuely good, And as this eonfideration afotds plenti- 
fall marter to the righteons Patient of infiruGtion and coms 
fort ; Non f male unne, & olim fic erit ; ſe it yeilds greas 
occaion of terrour to the thriving erinmphing impenitent., 
who iz reſerved onely (and fatted) for the day of langh- 
cer : For npon chis ſappoſition, That jndgemert begins at 
the Heonſe of God, the Apofile draws that to them (ad, diſ- 
mall, and terrible influence ; #bar ſhell the end be of them 
that obey net the Goffel? x Peter 4, 17. 18. a jsdgement {o 
fearfall, and cerible, chat he ſeems afiail cicarly to ex- 


preſſe ; and yer by that Interrogation, gives ſuSicient no- 


tice of it : for this Interrogation is the ſame in effet with 
that Poſition of another ApoRile, Vexgeavce i mine (ſaith 
the Lora) I will repay. And, it is a fearfull thing to fald 
1810 the bands of the living God, Heb. 10, 30. 31. 

You ſee then here how forcible and prevalent examples, 
eſpecially of thoſe we honour, er enght to horour z and 
that not onely of Chriſt himſebf, whoſe example ought not 
onely to be an Argument to perſwade, which force other 
_ examples of holy men hath ; but it is a certain rule todiref, 
which power the others abſolutely, and abRraRedly hath 
not, JoÞu 13. 4, x Join 23. 6, Hence that of Berzard ; 
Oxid vob cm virtutibue, qui viriwtem Chriſti ignoratts ? 
#ubi warm qaeſs vera prudextia, viſi in Chriſts DoRrixa ? us; 
vera temperantia, niſi in Chriſt; vits ? abi vera fortituae, 
wifi iu paſſione ? that is, What have you to doe with ver- 
ruons converſation, who know not the vertnes of Chrilt ? 
For where, I pray yen, can true wiſedom and knowledge 
be fenund, but in the DeArine of Chrift ? Where true tems 
perance and mogeratier, but in the life of Ch:iit > True 
valour and magnanimity, but in the Paſhon ana Dearth of 
Chriſt? His Life and Death was not onely an Example, but 
a DireAQory to es, how to live godly, and juily, and fo- 
beriy, 253 the former ſort of theſe [others] here prementio- 
ned in this pracifop ; and how to Gdie henourably, and to. 
ſafer patiently, as the ſecond ſort of thele | o:bers? gig. 
Let the Liie thep, and Death of Cho3d, ve nx Ryle wo 
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dire& us in every eftate and eondition ; and let Chriſts ex 
ample, and the examples alſo of others, be az arguments 
and endacements to enelive and moye us more foreibly and 
effeAually to follow his dire&ions and rules of holy living 
and dying : and let ns alſo be exemplary in our lives and 
eenverſations, and by our excrplary living, aderne the 
Sofpel of Jeſus Chriſt, provoking one another unto good 
works, that even others ſeeing our good works, may glert. 
tie Ged in the day of viſitation ; that we be not onely 
burning lights, having zeale within ; bur ſhining alſo, 
holding forth onr light to others : Eſpecially this concerns 
Magiſtrates, who have a civill relation to their inſeriours ; 
To Paſtors, whe have a fpiricuall affinity with, and neer» 
nefle to their Flock : And Parents, who have a naturall 
tie to their Children ; our evill, ſpiritual), and natnrall 
Fathers, as they are to be reſpeRively honenred ; ſo they 
are to walk as worthy of honour ; And not onely in rela- . 
tion to their own welfare, but to the good of thoſe nnder 
their eharge whereunto they pewerſully adminiſter by ex- 
ewplary Picty, Chrift hath afforded himſelfe and others 
examples to us, that we for him, to his glory, and to others 
for their good. might likewiſe be examples. It was an ex- 
cellent expreſſion of Fulgeztiw in his Af ices Riile, which 
he uſeth to ſhew the power of examples in Snperiours ; 
Converſio potentiam, multum militat arquiſitionbrus Chriſt; ; 
char is, The eonverfion of men in Authority (and ſneh are 
all choſe ſeverall eapacities) fights powerfully for the pof... 
ſefrons of Chrift, or ir purchaſeth wach to Chrift ; for 
ſuch as theſe (ſaith he, it is in the 6. Ep, de (91, ad Theed,) 
either raine many with theraſelves, os elſe ſave; and there- 
fore either great puniſhments attend them, if they prove, 
Hale imitations laquerm ; Inftruments of evill example; or 
Elſe great Glory, if they be eminent in holy converſation : 
For fo he goes on, applying this to that partiealar caſe he 
ſpeaks on, and holds a perfeHt Analogy in the other; Qu# #0; 
parvum, &'c, Who will not deſfiſe and negle@ his poor Cots» 
r20e, when he ſeeth a Senatour negleRing his Racely and 
LEY | | {patious 


The Concluſion; 

ſpatious Palaces for Chriſts ke ? Who will abr forſake the 
World, to purchaſe Heaven,yhen he ſecs a Conſall of Rere 
ſeaving all to fellow Chriſt ; deſpiſe Earth, and make pProvis 
fion for Heaven ? And now, that the Example of zbeſe orbers, 
and mapy finee may draw us to an imitation of their Gra- 
ces and Vertnes ; and that we way be. exemplary to others 
to provoke them, let us addrefia our (elves to the great exem- 
plar for grace and rength, both t© leade others who are un- 
der, or equall to us, and follow Chriſt and ethers who have 
gone beſore us : For, Ho itur ad ſuperos; this is the way, 
walk in it, even the way te him who is the way, the truth, 
and life, And therefore ler us Pray, 


O eAlmighty aud Soveraigne Power, who by an infinite all 
LF wiſe goednefſe, deſt Governe al things in Heaven and 
Earth, and haſt, and deft order all, even the worſt things for 
ehs plory of thy Name, and the good of thy People, Be then 
favoarable wnto thy Church, thy lutle Flocke ; be thor a re- 
fage to it, till all tyranny be over-paſt, @ ſure defence and (bie'd 
an perillous times to thy People, that they may know how to be 
abiſed, ard how to abound, how to be fall, and how ta be hungry: 
learne them in every ſtate therewith to be contented : Under 
Perſecution, make them reſolved and joyful , ander chaſtiſcments, 
wake them reſigned and bumble, ſubmiſſive, and godly ſorrow- 
full, that they be ſenfiified to themi ; under tryalls, maks thers 
faithful and conſtant, conſidering and exerciſed thereby to bring 
forth the pexceable fruits of righteouſneſſe ; In proſperity aud 
fulueſſe, make them moderate, humble, joyfull, and thankefull ; 
ebornding in every good worke, make them great Examples of 
Piety, provoking oue avother nnto good works in an holy emn- 
latiow : And that both fates and conditions of life may 6+ 
bleſſed to them, make them follewert of Jeſw Chrift, the Cap» 
taine of that boly profeſſion, to walkg in the foot: flegs of hi 
moſt holy life, though by anuequall treading: ; end to be follow- 
ers of the bleſſed Saints departed, Patriarkss, Fudges, Kirg:, 
Priefts, Prophets, Apoſtles, Confeſſors, Martyrs, as they alſo of 
Chriſt, that we may be partakers with them, e214 thoſe thas 
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follow ws, «t the leff of « gloriew reſurreitian to eternhll life, 
Grant therefore, graciew Gd, that with all parpeſe of beart, 
we cleave avd adbere to thee, with ſatic fied and comented ſie 
Fits iu every ſtate rely and depend on thee, evidencing our faith 
by fathfall altions, or conſtant ſuſſerings : At all times to 
geeld a ready, ſincere obedience to all the commands of Chrift ; 
Aud when it is our Child; portion to be regroached, ftoyled; 
tormented for the name of Chriff, to poſſeſſes our ſoules in pati- 
euce, and to wait continually on him, Maks tu to conforms to 
the Inffitutions end Diſciplize of holy Teſws, and prrſue the 
ways: of godlinefſe with all paſſion aud perſeveraxce, that na 
worldly d:ſcomragementt; 07 (adreſſes, no worldly hopes, nor car- 
nall delights diftraf# ov difturbe w in the duties of our high 
calling ; bat that wa adde to Faith, Vertue ; to Verque, Know 
ledge; to Knowledge, &'s. perfelting bolinefſs is the feare of 
the Lord, til we arrive with the Saints perfelbed, at the per- 
fetion and glory with or Lord leſs, the anther end finiſher of 
oxr Faith ; to whom be glory now and for evermore, Amer. 
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Heb. 11. 29. 40s 
e4nd theſe all baUing obtained « good report, throagh 
Faith, received mot the Promiſe : God having proves 


des ſome better thing for ww, that they without un 
ſnould net be made perſeR. 


A L f. theſe (iroinavre,) irom Abel, till your late Pre-- 


geceſlers of this laft Age, the HMaccabees; if the in- 

. dufien be good, it maft be Univerſall ; and theree 

fore the Concluſion is Upiverſall, all, both exprefled, 

and rpdciRyod, all belecvers, the rorups aggregattm, the 
S whok 
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Whole company of Beleevers, and every fingle IAdividaali of 
that company, have ſabfified by Faith, and by Paith onely ; 
Without Faith none conld have picaſed God, by Faith all did: 
Without Faith none could look fer a Cicy, by Faith all did - 
Therefore the IndaQion beids, and prove: the fir Hypotheſ[ce; 
Paith is the ſubBaxce, 6. And without Faith it is impoſſi5!e 
to pleaſe Ged, &'s. For, if there were another Principle of ſub- 
fiſtence befides Faith ; if any other origioall Inftrument of 
pleaſing Ged; or if any one inflance conld be produced £2 
evidence the other parc of the contradiction, (v:z.,) That it 
cat be proved, that avy without Faith, did hopes, e. or didplcaſs 
God, then the preducing of any ſaeh Principle, Infirumenc, or 
Inftance, wonld altogerher invalidate the force of the /nduT:. 
02, and it eould not be Arzxamentative co cenelude theſe Poſts 
tions thus atfirrwatively afſerted, Bur now, this Note of Unis 
verſality (all,]elears the proofs, and makes the IndaT@:on iirme; 
and ſure, co all intents and purpoſes; Al who bave ſubSfed, 
fo. have pleaſed God, have done id by Faith, and none can 
be bronght, frem the beginning of the Werld, cil! this preſenc 
Day, to the contrary. Therefore Faith & the ſubſance. fc. 
And wither Faith it is impoſſible to pleaſe Ged. ' And fer x 
confirmation of both premiſes, we have good evidence; for 
all theſe Were, 

Merpidierss, Tefimonie fidei probati; were proved, and tryed 
perſons for their Faith ; and they carryed it, and paſſed, and 
were by av Infirament of approbation,atrefted ſo to be, and 
by ſpecial! order, their Faithfulneſſe and Piety was recorded, 
commended, and piopoſed to Poſterity for imitation; and chis 
order was both from God, and his Church. And therefore 
Bex4 reades, Teflimeninm adepti ; they obtained a ſal! and ju(} 
Teftimonia!l : God, and the Church of God. freely gave ic 
them, and ſubſcribed it, Certain!y, they that boxonr God, God 
will hozowr thens, 1 Sam. 3. 30. for he will make cheir Names 
greater,then that of Sons, aud Daughters ; they fhall nor 0n<» 
ly enjoy the advantages of eommon rights, and interce?1s ; 
but chyſe who who have bcen eminent, and highly exempiary 
for their picty aud chatity, 2nd patience, ſhall haye Rigbcr Pr.e 
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viledges, fore honourable and glorious rewards for their Por- 
tion. This onr Saviour deelareth, when he aflureth, 7 har. he 
that receiverh a Prophet, qQuE talls, 5 the name of « Prophet; or 
pon this account, that he is a Propher, ſhall receive (a more 
then ordinary) « Prophets reward, Mat, ro. 4t. that ſure muſt - 
be ſome ſpeciall eminept reward, over and above what God 
beftows on ether men : Which ſeems alſe te be implyed in 
chat Prerogative Royall ſtated on the Apoſtles, and (ſerled on 
chem, fav. 19. 27.27. and Luke 22.798, 29. 30, for in both 
theſe places the peculiarity and emineney of the reward is ex- 
prefird, ckovgh che qualiry chereef be noe. For ſuppoling the 
ryelve Tribesto be in a condition of happinefſe; it will ne- 
exſerily follow, That tbey who fir npon twelve Thrones to 
Judec, char is, certainly to Rule and Govern them, muſt be 
19 at higher degree of dignity and preheminence, then thoſe 
over whom they are ſer, whatſoever that dignity er prehetwi- 
nenee be, whether in the adminiſtration of Chriffs (hureh mi. 
litect, or trinmphant : the former of which St, Anftin inclines 
to; For as God hath declared againR all unbeleevers and hypo- 
erires, Pevt. 29, 19. 20. that he will put out their name from 
ringer raven, make their memories to periſh, or to rot, and 
#:nbe : ſo for all firicere eonverts, God hath aſſared as bigh, 
#1orio14, and honourable memory, Devt. 36. 16, Thus it is ex= 
prefſc'y reported of TeſÞva, Joſh. 6. 27. and of David, 3 Sam. 
7.9. 1 have made thee a great name, like unto the name of the 


great men that are in the earth, Now, as Ged doth honour 


his faichfull ſervants living and dying ; ſo doth the Chareh of 
God iikewiſe : There way be Idolatry and vanity in giving nn« 
tc Saints, preſent, or departed that konour, or any part or par- 
eel! rhereef, which is dne to God alone, as Invocation, and 
Adoration ; It ir Has piety and duty ro ſpeak hononrably of 
the worthy aAs and ſufferings of Saints deceaſed, and keep 
them in perpetual! remembrance ; ſurh honour have all bis 
Saints, to be commemorated by ſuececding generations, which 
3s the certain gronnd of Chriftian ſolewne Feſtivities, to praiſe 
God for rayſing up ſnch Inftrements of his plory, and his 
pevples god: and to Pray unto God, that wg may imitate 
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their lioly Faith, and ſo to follow their hely examples, that we 
may be pertakers withthem ef a joytull reſarrettien, Far be 
it from us not to allow thena that whieh God hath granted, rhe 
mention and memory of their hoelineſſe, and what the Church of 
God hath thus praRiſed. The ewes, when they wake menti- 
on of any of their deceaſed Worthies, nfe a Forme of honou- 
rable remembrance, taken from that definitive Sentence of 
Selewon, Prov. 10.7. Memeria jafti fit ad benedittionems, wel 
is beuediFiene; The memery of the juſt is bleſſed; ard if we 
will rightly conceive what this blefſednefle means, or whereia 
this bleffiag conſiſts: The Septnagints Tranſlation will help 
to clear anto us ; for they thus reſolve it, Munulouros dS ix2 ih 
per” $yxaui ur, the memory of the juſt is with prayſes: And 
then the ſenſe is obvious; the memory of the juſt is bleſſed; 
that is, to be commemorated and remembred with prayſes. 
Thus Moſes was remembred is avaoyinis, 5 their [olc ne offi - 
ces of prayſe, Ecel. 45, 1. and {© of theſe all,or moft of them, 
Ecol. 46.11.12. and (o of Jude Adaceabewm, 1 Mace.3}. 7. 
Neicher hath che Cariftian Chureh fallen ſhort in this kind, 
2nd that 1a the Herter and Primitive times; witnefle their ans 
niverlary remernbrantes of the Saints departed; their Fefti- 
vall dayes, their Panegyric«4, or ecommendeatory Qrations; and 
that immemoriall cuitome,when the holy Communion was Ad- 
miniſred, to commemorate the Patriarks, Prophets, Apeſiles, 
Evangeliks, Confeſſors, Martyrs; and all this, according to 
the Pſalmifs aſlertion, Pſal. 112.16, The righteoms (hall be in 
everlaſfing reom:mbraxce ; and that both wich God and man : 
With God to reward, with Man to celebrate ; with God te 
elorifie him, with Man to declare his righteouſneſle, as they 
wrought or ſuffered for righteouſneffe, ſo it endureth for ever - 
they attefted and gave teflimony to ſaving Troths ; che Truth 
(ball give Evidence for them, their Prayers and their Almes 
goe up for a memoriall befors God, 

Burt frem hence (te recura) we may obſerve where ihe 
firength of an InduRioo lyes, not in ſome fivg!e ſearieted, or 
dilperſed profes, or inſtances; bur ip #full boay of them uni- 
te together, eſpecially if an InguRion be wade ule of in tne 
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eefic2rns of Religion, and Religions Traths and Obſervanees; 
Fer in this caſe, thoſe Traths and Obſervances are not ſuffici. 
ently atteſted, nor convineingly propoſed, which have onely 
the determination and approbation, the good report of ſome 
One or more particular Ehnrehes ; becauſe a Chureh of any 
ene denomination is fallible, hath no aſſurance that ſhe 
may not fayle,or that the CandleRiick ſhould not be remove. 
from her; no Nationall Chureh hath a Promiſe for a perpe- 
tvall exiſtence; that is, though a Pure, Holy, Orthodoxe, Ca». 
tholique,and Apoftolicall Church at this time, ſhonld conti- 
rue ſo uato all ſaccefſhens and Ages, in the ſame purity and 
perſeftions, As for inflanee, we may not conelude this 6bſer- 
vation to be a Catholique obſervation, or an obſervation of 
Ezicz, becauſe the Roman Church practiſerh, and uader cyrſ-, 
cr 4:;:hems,exafts or impoſeth the abſervation thereof, Fo; 
though ſome of her obſervations and determinations iti that 
kind may be truely Cothelique ; yet-we are net ſo toefticem 
enem barely pon Her report ; but becanſe ſhe holds them 
in communi with the Cathelique Church, Fer that the Ry» 
w4: 2nd Catholigne are convertible, weare not bonnd t6 bee 
Jeeve, becauſe the Romaxiſts beleeve ſo, and given their word 
for it ; we may lawfully demand their proofes, and till theſe 
he convincingly and cogently produced, we may lawfully 
Jeave them to the poor fallacy of begging the Oneflion, Nei- 
ther may we reſolye this Tenet of the Romaeneſts, is de fide, an 
Article of the Chriftian Faith, beeanſe they hold and main- 
tzin it, and obtrndes the belecefe thereof under the ſentence 
of Excommannicatien; beth becauſe they are not the onely 
Catho!iques, that' is, aſſertors of the Catholique Faith ; their 
Chnreh is nor the Catho/ique Church, but of a confined, limi. 
red Communnien and Juriſdition, And for them to pretend, 
and afſnme their Charch to be the Catholique, without proofe, 
is ill ro beg the Queſtion; and becauſe every particular, and 
fo that Church may erre, and de fatts, hath erred, as well in 
her Tenets as Obſervations, and departed from Catholigue 
Veritics, 8s weil as Practiſes. But now, if the Tenet be de- 
ronfrated to a Tenet of the Catholique (hnrcb rugs {ſo 
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called z that: is, («#8 theſe) the people of God, beleevers of all 
Ages have thus taught and beleeved, taught and practiſed; this 
demon tration engages and commands our perſwafion, and 
obedience. For it.is not imaginable, that ſall theſe) being 
qualiked as the fall theſe) here in theſe words, (conſtant praftie 
ſert and faithſnll ſafferers for their beleife and practiſes.) (hoald 
 combineand conſpire unanimeuſ]y codeftrey themſelyes, and 
deceive others; both becauſe we ſnppoſe them hely men, and 
alſo men of admirable parrs, of great firength, and clearneſic 
of nnderſtanding: And as their holinefle preſerved chem from 
worldly delignes, and contrivanees in their profeſſion, witneſle 
that high eſteem they had thereof, as even to ſuff:r death for 
it ; {@ their wiſedome and learning kept them from groſſe 
overſights of miſunderfianding and prejudice in theſe things 
they both profeſied and ſuffered; which was the diſcipline of 
the holy Jeſus, who eonld and would kighly and heneurably 
erawne their ſufferings. And hence it will undeniably fol- 
low (theſe. all) Primuiye Fathers and Chriftians, (which 1s a 
very wonderfa!l thing) notwithanding their ſeverail tems 
pers and inclinations, their ſeveral! Ages and Succeffions, 
their [everall difkapces and Countties, yet did agree for the 
ſpace of fifteen hundred years, eonflantly and nnanimenſly 
in all thoſe things, which were revealed and recommended by 
our Sayiour Chr:f, as important and neceſiary to {alvation-: 
- (for if they were ignorant of any Artiele neceſſary to (aiva- 
tion, hew could they be ſaved? ) it follows (I ſay) by their 
ſuch agreement, and conſent, That this is an Article of the 
Chriltian Diſcipline in what they held-and obſerved, is a Firovg 
and {olid proofe to all godly ſober men, That Tenet (o beld, 
is. a Catholique Tenet; and that Obſervation (o uſed, is a 
 Catholique Obſervation ; and to oppeſe, or contradict either, 
ts Herefie and Scuſme; or which is all one, an Hereticall, or 
Sehiſmaticall ſeparation and departure, from the trac Chrifti- 
an Catholique Faith. Adde to all chis, That the differences in 
Opinions, and diſagreements ameng themſelves in many 
Points of Religion, which are not de ſymbols, of neeciiary 
beleife; but trnths ongly of an inferiqur aatute, will to any 
Ip $ ; tn- 
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indifferent, anbiaſſed Perſons, take off, and clearly acquit their 


confent and agreement in the maine Fundamentalls, the Pr;. 
4s Faudamentalia from all ſuſpitien,.that it proceeded from 


ſome combination, correſpondence, or maruall intelligenee, 


avd common eonſultacion; and withall, fally ſfatisfie and con. 
vinee,thar ic proceeded ont of a ſerionz examination, apd con. 


'Kideration of the things themſelves. And then ſeeondly, as 


the concurrence of rbeſe all, is a valid Teftimony in neeeflary 
points; (9 in theſe points and means of (alvation, the gene» 
rall filence of the Ancients (:heſe all) wonld be a very 
proper and unanſwerable Argument to prove the nullity or 


talſenefe of it, as this Do-Xrine was not known or beleeved in 


rae pareft and Primitive cimes : therefore it 1s not an Arti» 
ele of Faith,a Catholique verirty ; but a Novelcy, or npftare 
Opinion, As for Example, If we find nothing either in whole 
or in part, either in groſſe, or in retaile, eoncerving the Mo. 
marchieall! Anthority of the Pope, or the ſupceam Authority 
of che preſent Reman Charch, or concerning Purgatory and 
TranſubRantiation, among the Writings of the Fathers, and 
Records of the Antient Chureh ; we may fafely cenelade, chey 
ate not ſuchas they pretend them to be neceſſary, ſuch where. 
on onr ſalvation dependerh ; for if they be ſneh, as they would 
have us beleeve; it would be too great injuftice to the Anci- 
88ts, to ſay, They knew nothing of them ; or that knowing 
chem, they woald not ſpeak any word of them, and diſcharge 
their cruſt, And laſtly, it hence ale follows, That in thoſe 
unhappy contreverſies which are continned in this Nationall 
Church, it is: not faire and ingenuous dealing in ſome of 
choſe Diſputants, to aver and avow the praiſe and perſwa- 
fien of ſome reformed Churches.in the laſt Centary, or hun- 
dred ; when others pur in their Plea from the conſent and 
praQiſe of the former fifceen Centarics: For what is this, but 
ro oppoſe 2 part'againſt the whole ? a part in one Centarir, 
neain(t ir (elfe, and all other Churches, for fifteen > a few 
again (all theſe.) Bar abore all, they are grofſely abſurd, 
who to (theſe all) heave none to oppoſe but themſelves ; 
bave no Authority, but their power ; no reaſon, but their 
| ncy! 
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fancy ; no Teftimony, bur their own approbation ; and ihey 
themſelves (o ineonfiderable, in reſpe? of (theſe all,) that 
they are not {o much as the Gleanings of: a fall Corne Feild 
ina large Campruia to the whole Cropp, And yet they deals 
ſubtilly too; fer they take a ſafe courſe, that they ſhall ne- 
ver ſatisfie you ; nox you eonfute them : Por their Argu- 
ment and Evidenee, is, their Conſcience ; and what that. is» 
yen cannot, they will not know. And hence they are ſuch 
Vagrants in their Faith, you ſhall never know where ts 
have them ; and ſo they may juſtly be exc'nded our of the 
Catalogue of (theſe all.) and be in the pack of Sairt ]»des 
Bruites; 7 hey peak evill of thoſe things they know not ; and 
corrmpt themſelves iv theſe things they know naturally, Jade 
10, And yet: there is a third fort, who thongh nor ſo: bad 
as theſe, yet bad enough, diſparaging, and decrying the te- 
imoniecs of [theſe all} in the Chriſtian Church, fleighting, 
and undervaluing: their Authority, and Wiitings, and re- 
jeting them as uſcleſſe ; except the Apoſtles rh:mſelves, 
and their Wrivings, The vanity of this miſprifien will pre- 
ſently appear; if we remember, That the whole diſpute is; 
waat 1s Apoſtolicall, or nor ; what they praQtiſed, or not : 
And then the reſult is obvions ; Thoſe Perſons whe lived 
in, or immediately afrer the Apoſtles times, ſhould know 
berter cheir uſage, then we, at. this diftanee of. time can 
gueſle at ; they who ſearched into all Records, to diſcover 
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what was Apeſtolicall, and were after careſn!! ro keep them, 


ſhoald know better, then they who eare for no Evidences, 
TeRimonies, or Records + and all this upon no other pre- 
rence, but this; That the miſtery of iniquity then wrought, 
and fince, notorious forgery hath been uſed to corrupt all 
Teftimanies and Books ; the former of which is moſt nn- 
ja#, becauſe even then, though corraptiens and Hzxrefies 
crept in ; yet were they zealouſly oppoſed, and panRually 
canfared by the Writers of thoſe Times, The laicer is 
parily falſe, alcogether impertirent : For the ſame Obje- 
.Qtion mighe be uſed againſt the Canonicall Books of holy 
Scripture, if in the inflange it be admitnced #00d-; amd 

©. 3 -.: againſt 
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againſt all Records of Kingdoms and Common: wealths, 
thac from them, it were impoſſible co find ont what the 
former Laws and Cuſtomes have been ; for in all theſe, 
there may equally be ſuſpition of Fraud and Forgery, as in 
the other kind : And yet, no wiſe wan, becauſe the Diſce- 
very is ſomewhat intricate ang perplext, and the buſinefſe 
a work of difficulty, will therefore conclade it altogether 
nſecleſſe, and ro no purpoſe. Certaiply, chey who labour 
for the finding our the truth hy the ſearca of Antiquity, 
next after holy Scripture, are more likely to diſcover it 
by that way, then any other. As they, who would know ' 
eur Laws and Cuſtoms, are more probable to find them out 
by ſearching the Antient Records, and Law Writers, then 
by-conſulting preſent Anthors ; nolefle we take all npen 
craft, and at the ſecond hand. Burt now, to prevent mi- 
fakes, ir may be worthy our enquiry, to examine What 
proofes are Catholique, or not - Or how we may know, 
whether this DoQtine, or Obſervation be truely Catho- 
lique, ſach-as {rbeſe all} have acknowledged, and wherein 
this Upiverſality eonifts : And the rather, becauſe it is con- 
feſſed, both by the Romanifis, and Reformed, Thar char 
Charch which can evidence it to hold that Faith once de- 
livered to the Saints, without Hereticall Innovation,. er 


Schiſrnaticall Violaticn, 1s undonhted!y the true Charch of 


God, And it is further acknowledeed by the Refermed, 
Do meliori nota, of the beſt Ranke, That the Title Carho- 
ligue doth meft properly and fiily exprefle, whether Chris 
ſttan, or Chriſtian Soctcries, which hold the common Fait'1 
without pacticalar divifons from the maine body of Chri- 
ſNtian'ty, in oppoſition to all Heretjikes and Sebiſmaticks-: 
Bat face the Church is divided; and rent by Herefie and 
Schiſme ; To whom ſhould this Title he righcly app: opri- 
ated ? or who can be truely called Cathol:gne, bur they 
who azree ard joyne with [theſe all,] Apoſiles, Fathers, 
Martyrs, (for what the Patriarkes, and the reſt were 


to. the Hebrews ; the Apolltles, and their: Sueceſfors, 


are the ſane to n3) Beicryers, the maine Body of Chri. 
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fir, the Univerſall Charch > And for this, we mnſt have 
recourſe to that approved Rule of Fircextiwe Lyrinenfos, lib, 
rout, Heret, cap, 3, AMaguopers enrandum eft, mt id tenea- 
wil, quod ubg,, gzod ſemper, quod ub omnibus creditam eft, 
hoc eff etenim vere & proprie (ath:l;cum . We are to take 
eare, that we hold that which hath been beleeved by al), 
in all places, and art all. tirmes ; for that , is truely Catho- 
-lique, which Rale in effeR is no mere. bat this; that which 
ſhoald direX a Coriſtian, or, Chriſtian company in their ex» 
aination of the Cathelique: Truth, or Pcints of Faith, 
11 the conſenting Teſtimony of the Univerſali Church true- 
ly ſueh, and that by this Rule, is that which is Unoiverſall 
in ail reſpeCcts , in refpet of Perſons, Place, and Time, 
and even the ſtrength of. this Apoſtolicall Induction, de- 
pends on theſe confiderations ; all your beleeving Anceſtors 
have aed, and ſuffered at all times, from Abe! downwards 
to the preſent times ; and of all Places, in Chaldes and 
Egypt, as well as in Paleſtine : And theſe reſpe#s we (bail 
declare as followeth. | | ayes 
x. The Tefiimony which 1s trnely Univerſall, mnt be 

ſo in reſpef® of Perſons; not as if there were not in the 
Chnrch ſneh whe diſſented from the generally beleeved 
Traths : Bnt this eonfideration, reſpefs eicher the Univer. 

fall of the livers of rhe firſt Ages, bearing Teftimony thaeg 

ſuch or ſuch a DefFrive was from' the Apoſtles Preachings 

delivered to all Churches by rhem Planted, or their generall 

aniforme Teſtimony herein, withone any conſiderable 'diſ. 

ſenters producible ; for even ſuch Teflimony is worchy 

of beleife, and hath been deemed, and is ſufficient for 

the reſetFion of any new Dottrixe, Bibl, Patr. Tom, 1, pag. 

30.Ge. & pag. 275, for as the general conſent. and 'pra- 

Qiſe of all Nartiens, te adore, and fet up a Deity, as Di- 

vine Power, ſome one or other, hath been, and is at Ar- 

gument of foree and efficacy again} the Atheiſts which 

have appeared in ary Age, inaſmuch. as nothing beſides the 

ingraffed Notion of a Deity, ar Nivine Power, could have 

inelived ſo maby ſeveral! Nations, ef ' ſuch ſeveral! cem- 
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p-rs, and diſpoſitions, of ſneh eontrary Principles in other 
c:'es, of ſack ſeverall Edueations,. and civill Governmenr, 
to af: and prattyſe that duty of Adoration, or Worſhip- 
ping ſome Deity ; even ſo, the Unabimous conſent of &i-- 
fin#® Churches, agreeing in any Point of Faith, or that 
this was an Apoſtolicall depofftowy tradition derived frem the 
Apoſtles, and their followers, is a pregnant Argument to 
any impartial! nnderſianding man,” of great force againft 
Heretikes, and Heretical! diffenters (who as Atheifts deſci- 
vcriunt 4 natura, have Apoflated, and fallen away frem Na. 
care, and the Law of Natnre, and Nations : So theſe, de- 
[civerunt a veritate, have forſaken the way of Truth, the 
Deftrive of Chriſt, and bu Churches,) for their convittien 
ind confutation, and for the eonfirmation of all conſenters, 
214 adherents to that aniverſal] agreement ; inaſmuch ag 
nothing beſides the evidence of Truth delivered unto the 
Chrilian Worlds by Chriſt and his Apoftles, conld have 
kept ſo many ſeveralll Charches in the unity of the ſame 
F:ith ; and in this caſe, every partieular Church is a coms 
petent and authenticke witveſſe of every other Church, 
and {o of rhe Catholique Charch, her integrity and fidelity 
in ſc: va#do gejofirams, iy earefull preſerving the Truth com- 
mitted to their ſpeeiall traſt, And to prefſe this more ful. 
1y, as it cannot be a prejudice to any Rule or Cufteme 
gro:uded on the Law of Nations, becauſe their have ſome 
ciflenters, though otherwiſe generally reecived, allowed, 
and praGiſed ; 'ſo weicher can it be any prejudice to any 
Rule or Ohfervaticn grounded on the Law of Chriſt, be- 
caaſe ſem: have oppoſed and contradifted, though gene- 
rally, ave::ed, belegved, and conformed unto by all Chrifti. 
aws: And as. it dorh not follow, this is nct a Law of Na- 
ture, (9:4, That rhere it a Ged, and thar God to be Wor- 
ſhipped) 6: Narivns, becauſe ſeme have ſpoken againſt it, 
26 ated ico; ſo doth it not fellow, this js not the Diſci» 
pline of Chrift, beezuſe ſome nominall Chriitians have 
2djadg<d one wile; ohis if not the common Faith, becauſe 
ſome (ri3ter or wangeter hath either wilfally deferred tr 
Or 


The Conclna Gon. 


ef uoawarily fallen cut of it ; this is not that delivered to 
the Saints, becauſe ſome who deliver chemſelves Saints, and 
would be called ſo, have not liked it; or that it is nor the 
Catholique Faick, becauſe ſome who have uſurped, and would 
engrofle the Title, have ſo dererminsd contrary te the ge- 
nerality of all B*leevers, Bat then, as the Civilians ſpeak, 
In re conſenfis emninm Gontium Lex Nature putanda eft ; 
The cenſept of al! Nations, is to be efteerned the Law of 
Nature, And, Ornod natirralis ratio inter omves homines cou 


Kituit, id apud owner pereqae enftoditur, woraturd, jus Gev.. 


8540s : That whieh naturall reaſon doth conſticute arore 
all men, is obfcrved by all alike, and termed, the Law of 
Nations; not as thongh every individuall thus did confi. 
tute and conſent, for many have depraved Nature, and 
tranſgreſſe naturall right : ſo here, the common eonſenr of 
all Charehes that this is Apoftolicall Tradition, or depoſi- 
twws, though every ſingle member doe nor concarr, But che 
Common L:w, or Cuftome of the World, in whick” three 
.eiccumſtances are to be comfidered; Antiquity, Centinu- 
ance, and Generality ; and thus xs Nature 1s immurabie, 
4% abſtrafto ; but not 5» concreto : it inmor changed; it is ofcen 
tranſorefied : ſo F.ich is immutable in irc ſelfe, ſemper 
eaderm; bat men often ehop_ and ehange it, that is, violate 
it, To give you an inſtance, to cleare this the fuller yet ; 
Arrixs (prung an Herefie, had many adherenty, and thoſe 
of great power and parts; yet is that DoSrive which he 
broached, jufily adjudged contrary to the Catholique Faith 
_ profeſſed in che Church of God, inaſmuch as the ſeverall 
ditin& Viſible Churches of rhe” Chriftian World, by nva- 
 Bimoaus conſent, communicating and exhititing their ſeve- 
rall Confeſlions and Regiſtery, Cateehiſmes and Teftimonies 


of their fore- fathers Paith, and their own, to the Connell of 


Nice, upon diligent ſearch and inquiry, found ic eentrary 
ce the general! belcife of the whole Chuck Gince the firft 
Plantation, He who would take the pains for furiher ſari. 
faction hereis, let him con(u't St. AnPin lib, 7. de Biptif, cont, 
Dan,c,y3.Nobw twium oft in,r,& 1.2.0.4. Qnomodo prinzt Ge, 
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2. Is reſh: of Place ; for if the Doftrixe have not re. 
cetved a good report from all Places, it 1s not qualified fer 
a Catholigne, ina\much as the ſame Faith which was delive« 
red and received in one Place,inany ApoRolike Plantation,was 
likewiſe fonnd in all other Plantations, it being one and 
che ſame Faith which all the Apoſtles taught all che World 
OYer; the (ame in Germeny, Britasre, France, Which was ih 
Spaine, eAfricke, and Egypt, the middle World'; and in 
»7fa, and the whole Orient, or Eaſt of the World, even 
aS th2 ſave Sun ſhines chrough chem all. And to this Teyr- 


#«(iax gives his Teftimony at large, /ib. de Preſeript. adverſs 


Heret. cap. 20, Statim igitny Apeſtols, &c, Preſently there- 
fore the Apoſtles having teſtified the Faith firſt in J«den, : 
(according to their Commiſfien) they took their Jourrey 
vver the Worle, and-promulgated the ſame DoRArine of the 
Faith to the Nations, &c, whereunto accords fully his fol. 
lower Saint Cypries, lib. fe Unitate Eccl. Ecclefis Domini 
luce perfuſa &c, The Charch having received light from 
her Lord, diffaſed and ſpread abroad his beames farr and 
wide ; Fuum tamen Inmen eff; and yet it is the ſame light 
which is in every Charch thus diffuſed. And the ſame 
Tertsliay ſeennds this alſo, in his following Chapter ; S: 
bec ita Sm1, Fc, making this deduRion ; if theſe things be 
thus, then it is plain, Every Doftrine which agrees with the 
eApoſtolical Chaurcher, (as the Romav, Epheflan, Antiechian, 
Alexandrian; Hieroſolymwitan) the Mothers (in reſpeft of 
the Daughter Churches) Metropoles, originals whence the 
Faich ſprung forth and iflned, is to be adjudged trne, as 
kelung chat, which the Churches received from the Ape- 
files, rhe Apofiies from Chriſt, avd Chrift from God ; Re- 
liquam vero omwem Doftrinem de wmendacio prejudicandnm, 
Fe. and that all ethez DoefFrive is under the prejudice of 
being fall, which is contrary to the truth of the- Churehes, 
of che Apofties of Chriſt, of God: And fo again in the 46. 
2069 37. Chapters of the ſame Bosk, where he proves, they 
eve one'y the true Charches of Chriff, who follow the Faith of 
terſe Ac:ver Hpcftelical Churches, 
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2. In reſpeft of Time ; not as if the true Faith had in 
all Ages heen Uniyerſally received, for then Herefie had ne- 
ver prevailed, and got the upper hand, (for Arriaz:{me did 
ſo in Conſtantine his time, and the Geths and Vandals; Arrjan 
Prinees Ruled inthe Weſt ; and Azaftaſws the Emperour of 
the Eaſt, was an Eutzchian Heretike : ) but that this or that tras 
received 1n the ficlt or pureſt, and though in atter ages by 
one or more, it was oppoſed and oppreifed ; yet even then 
there were ſnch, who by having recourſe to the firft Ages, 
have Ciicovered theſe guilty of novelty, and haye conflantly 
aflerted, proved and vindicated the ancient Dofrines, and 
Chriſiiavly ſuffered for them ; and to by lictle and lictle, 
the Church art Jaſt recovered ard gained the poſſeſhon of ker 
former DoArines, That then which by di.icert ſearch i3tobe 
ſound in the Monuments and Teſtimevies of the firft Age (for 
that is truely lo called Antiquity) hath this qualifieztion : but 
that which is of latter cate, fails ſhort of it ; that is a riew 
Faith. which commenced fince the Faith was once delivered ro 
the Saints; and ſo that Church which hath nor the conient of 
Primitive Antiquity, is in refpect of thoſe Do&Qrines wherein 
ſhe varieth from 1:, and doth Rand canviged of Hereiie, ard 
Sehifme, becauſe it 1s not part ef the Depofitum; Ovod 56s 
er6ditum, non quod A te inventim, Vin, Lyr. cp. 29. For no 
man, or Society ef men, onght to commend any thing 42s 2 
pointet Faith to Poſterity, which cannot be evidenced irom 
Antiquity derived from the Apoſtles times; a proficiency, or 
prowih in Faith there onght ta be, lo it-be in codow geuere, 
in the {ame kinds, ifluing from the {ame root; bur ail a9di- 
tion of after inventicns, arc the notes of Here/ie and Sch:ſme, 
And having thus far proceeded, let us fee what DoSrines or 
Obſervations, or ſome of them may deſerve, or can eballenge 
thi; Teftimony of ſrhefe a? or all the Chriſtian Chareches ; 
ſo that we may conclude this to be the Faith and uſage of the 
Univerſall Church of Chrift ; and tor the eredenda (alwayes "12 p- 
poſing the ({acred Scriptures) which is the molt certain and 
ſafe Rale hoth for Credenaa, and Agenda; points of Faith and 
practile, as hxving obtained the highelt report from (theſe a!!,} 
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(nothing ſouniverſally attcfed and approved 48 they) ic will 
be hard to prove, or produce an univeciali Teſtimony for any 
DoArine or Point of Faith, beſides thoſe which are centained 
in the Creed ; nay indeed impoltivle, inaſmuch as this hath 
the repute of an abridgement, or full Epiteme of all Fanda. 
mentall Traths neceſſary to be known or beleeved by al} 
Chrifians to ſalvation, compoſed by the Apoſtles themiclves 
for the preſervation of the unity of the Faith, (nothing but 
chis hath Primitive Antiquity, and ful] eonſent of all, called 
generally, Regula fidei nna ſola, immobilis & irreformabilg . 
the one, onely immoyeable and unrefermable Rule of Faith) 
thar all might have a ſhort ſamme of thoſe things which 
arc of mcer beleife, and are diſperſedly contained in the Seri. 
prure, So Falentia hiroſelſe, 1, 2. DiF.1. qn.2, p. 4, in fin, 
and {o probably conceived to be that wworo7o71; o'yiaworre alyup, 
2 Tim, 1.13. That forme, breviate, or ſummary of wholeſome 
words, or ſound Doitrine, that depoſitums or truſt Timothy re- 
coived, 1 Tim, 6. 20, that zown migie, common Faith, Tir, I. 4. 
Puſilis wagusg, communis, Mug, Ep,57, ad Dard. See Dave- 
naut in lib, De pace inter Evangelices procuurauda, pag. 9. 10, 
&c, Et in adhortatione, cap. 7. throughout, And for the areu- 
da,rheſe eicher. immediately relate to the werſhip of God «+ 
orthe Diſcipline and Government of his Church : And ſup- 
poling the Seriptures, as the Randing Law, both for matrers 
of Faith and Praiſe ; Uſe, which is the beſt Interpreter of 
the Law, is the bet Directory for onvr Praiſe; and when the * 
Texts of holy Scripture are in theſe eaſes interpreted by the 
perpetnall practiſe of che Church, accerding to the premiſed 
conhderations, then che Interpretation is the more authen- 
tique, and worthy belcile, and the proofes grounded there= 
npon, more cogent and convincing, according to that deter- 
mination of the Nicevxe Ceuncill, Ta eapyann ty XPATH TY, ler 
ancient enfiomes ſand in firength, of this kind, is the obſe;- 
vation of the Lores day ; Wherenpon ir is Obſerved by that 
Nohle and Learned French Proteftant Dn; PÞlef, Ib. 1, de 
 Mifa. cay. 3, That the Apoſiles retained ths pure worſhip 

and ſervice of God uſed in the Synagogue of the Jews, a3 (ar 
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a3 they contradifted not the Diſpenſation under Chrift; and 
fo, though they changed rhe Sacrifices and the Sabbath, (Chriſk 
being the ſubRance ſhadowed by them ; and the Lords Day be- 
ins appointed te ſnceeed this,) yer the ſervice it (elfe, in 
other particulars, did continue ; and this appears to be the 
practiſe of the Tewy; for we find their Confeſſion (ſaith he) 
Mat.3. 6. Mar, n., vs. Ats 13.38. their Lefons, As 15. 
21, At; 13.14. Loke 4.18, Their Pſalmes and Hymnes, 
Eph,5, Col, 3. Their Sermons, and other {uch holy Offices, 
Et primi Chriftiani huis Officis ſe accommedarant, id, lib. 1. 
Demifſ. cap. 4. the firft Chriſtians confirmed herennto, &ec. 
So alſo the Obſervation of the Anniverſary Feſtivalls of che 
Chureh, of Baptizing Infants ; and after, their Confirmati- 
on : The admiſhon of ſeparated Perſons to the Calling of 
the Miniftery by impoſition of Hands : The different Ofhees 
of thoſe fo called, and ſeparated, by the known Ticlesof Bl. 
fhops, Pregbyrers, and Deacons ; and this according to the re- 
ceived DoArine of the Univerſall Chnreh for 1500. Yearx, 
withont any conſiderable oppoſitien in Church eenſures : and 

that theſe were ſnch praftiſes of rhe Univerſal! *Church (theſe 

«7 } who have gone hefore us, in the Profeffien of that holy 

Diſcipline of ear Lord Jeſns, bath been abundantly proved 

ont of their Teſtimonies and Records; And from theſe pre- 

miſed Grounds, we may take an eftimate, what Church or 

Churches, helds the trneſt and moſt perſeR correſpondence 

with the Catholicke, Certainly they wko glory moft in that 

Attribuce and Title, have the leafl Reaſon and Right, both be- 

canſe they have nor the goed .report of (theſe «ll ) nor the 

Teftimony of the Univerſall Church for their D«@remes which 

they maintain; and alſo b:canſe the Univerſal! Church bath 

defined againſt their Innovations, both iv Faith and PraGtile 2 
Wirnefle the Decree of the Conneci!l of Epheſws the third of 

thoſe fogre, which arc generally received for nndconhied Gene- 

rall Council's: Which runs thus : Nemernt licere, ©. It fhonld 

nor be lawfull for any to Produce, Write, or Compoſe any 
Belciſe, beſide that which was eftabliſht by*che Fathers ar 

Nice, and that, &e. (an, 9, And ſo Cox, Floren, Seff, 10 New 
| T 3 | they 
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they who world Engrofſe and Mgnopolize this Title, have 
changed the oftolicall Creed, by making a new. exe, which 
holds no Analogy with the old Apoſtles Creed; all which their 
ſaperadsitions are extrinſecall to that Rule of Faith, and ſo no 
parts of the Chriſtian Rel os: And this New (reed which 
they made 1 Is ratified by la Pii g. ſruper forma [uraments 
profeſſions fidei : thas mixing the Tares of their own inventt- 
ons and policies, with the Wheat of Gods Word ; and eor- 
rupting the maſſe or lamp of holy Faith, by the leyen of the 
new additions; And their practiſe 1s as grofle and nn-Chrifti« 
an, in dividing the Apoſtolicall Communion, by Excommu- 
nicating full three parts of the holy Catholicke Apoftolike 
Chareh, That Chnreh which holds the one Catholike Faith, 
holy and andefiled, holds the true conformity with the Ca. 
tholike, which the Remas Charch art preſent doth not ; be- 
cauſe ſhe hath defiled the Old Faith with New DoE@rizes, for 
which ſhe. neither hath che conſent of Antiquity, noref the 
Univerſall Church of this Age ; and thoſe Churehes which 
either in partor in whole, 2dtnit not the eApoſiles (reed, of 
oppoſe any truth therein contained, or any of the Explicati- 
Ons thereof, by rhe foure firft Gererall Conneells, are juſtly ad- 
judged Hereticall ; and ſo is the oppoling 2ny pratzſe which 
1s truely and genuinely Apoſtolica!l, and ſo received by the 
Univerſail Church in all Ages, hereticall, and a voluntary 
ſeparaiion from the Communion of that Chureh, which re- 
quires nothing for matter of Fajth, bur the Apoſtolicall Creeds, 
according to the Decree of the Councell of Epheſms, and no- 
thing in point of praftiſe. but the obſervations of the Catho- 
like Church fnce the Apoſiics Ages, the known Worſhip 
and Service of , God in the uſe of Liturgies, Prayer, the 
Word, and Sacraments, the Ganding Government in the dis 
tink and ſeverall Orders, and Officers thereof ; and the ex- 
ereiſe of Ecclefialtique Diſcipline, is direaly Schi! maticall, ay 

ding to the breach of the Catholique Communion, divi- 
Jir that bedy into two oppotite parts, which ſhould be whole 
one and zntire : {o that according to the fore going Grounds 
which are confeſled by the Rowen party, (and ſo will goo4 
ence 


| ; 

The Concluſion. 
dence and prodfe azainſt them) the Engliſh Reformed Charch 
cannot be guilty of Herefe, becauſe She holds the Apoſtolicall 
| Creed without addition or diminution, The Romi(h Synas 
gogue, Or Conrt 1s truely and properly Hereticel and Sebiſe 
maticall too, inaſmuch as ſhe hath Compoſed a New Creed, 
and (6 made an addition to the Banding Rule of Faith ; and 
hath obtruded rhe beleife thereof co all other Chriſtians uns 
der pain of damnation. And again, the Reformed Engliſh 
Church eannot be guilty of Schiſme, beeauſe ſhe holds Come 
munion with the whole Chareh in all her ancient Apoſtolte 
call Catbolike nſages and cnfiomes, and diſelaims all which 
are not (o, as to her praftiſe; but condemns not, nor een- 
ſares any other particular Church, further then by Apologt- 
zing and defending her ſelfe, to be truely Apoſtelieall : and 
if herein ſhe be wanting to her ſelfe ; yet the can produce 
the Teftimony, and good report for her Apoftolicalneſſe, of 
the bet Reformed Churches, and indeed, the Univerſail 
Chureh ef this Age, Burt I have extended this digreffien 
further then 1 intended, or may be adjudged by others cons 
yenient and pertinent : Buo ſure I am, not ſo far as the 
weight and importance of the ſnbje& doth deſerve ; for in 
ſach ſubje&s there ſhould not be «4 wonnulla defiderantsy, 
ſomewhat more expeRted ; and yet here mnch more mighe 
be added, | 

o1 good report, ard a good name, u batter thes previous 
ozxtment ; and nothing entitles a pariicular perſon to thar, 
bur his own Paith : he 1s too flat and Stoieall, nay Cynicall, 
who earcs not what others report concerning him; eſpecially 
it thoſe others be in number of (theſe 61) men of good 76. 
Port, and fame, It is true, a good man will not be offended 
at 2a rayling, curſing Shimes, an evill man reporting falſe 
evill things ; yet a good man will. endeavour. to keep his ere- 
dit with good men; as well as a good Conſcience to him(elſe, 
For ordinarily, as Tacitms obſerves, (and -it was well -oblerred 
by an ingenious Perlen, that it is pitty St, Augrfive laid it 
not,) Contempis fame covtemunntar & virintes ; they that 
neglef the good opinion of others, negle& thoſe "ages 
WOIc 
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which ſhonld prodnee, and beget that good opinion, There- 
ſore St. Hierome proteſts to abhorr that Pararam de trivia, 
chat vulgar dunghill langaage ; I eare not what all the world 
ſayes, ſo: long as my own Conſcience echeckes me not ; for 
we (unlefſe we will be debaneht) muft indy net onely to 
be, but ro appear alſo yertnous, Eet your light (ſaith onr Sa- 
viour, Mat. 5,16.) ſo ſhine before men: and we muſt follow 
things of good report, 3r« won, Fh1l. 4, 8. For though ir 
be true, that a good report and opinion of men, he ng good 
fonneation to build mwpon; yer it 15 2 good ſtone inthe þujl» 
ding; and he that intends to rayle a faire Srralture, muſt nor 
enely have a good Fonndation, (that is for tize moſt part in- 
vifble) bur he muſt have faire ſtones, whieh alwayes appear ; 
4 good report is 2 good mans comfort, nor his confidence ; 
that wherein he may rejoyce, not that whereunto he muſt 
cruſt; and he will ſeek it, not ſo muck that he may find it, 
as it may follow him ; not becauſe he aifedts ir, bar deſerves 
it. Sequi debet gloria, now appets - It is ſervile to Court a 
200d name ; it is deflolute to contermne it. Burt though 
Ltheſe all] obtained 4 good report ; yet they obtained not the 
Promiſes, God having provided, &c. | 

Not the Promiſes; that is, net the objeAts, or things Pro- 
miſed, or rather the fail draugth of what was repreſented in_ 
thoſe Promiſes. For indeed, Promiſes they had, and they re. 
ecived what was Promiſed in partien/ar reference unto them- 
ſelves, 2s it is above expreſſed, ver. 33. 34. But the generall 
Promife, or that happinefſe which concerned them as a com. 
munity, or whereof they were participate, as a full body or 
ſociety, with all Beleevers, from eAbe! to the end of the 
World, with all theſe their Predeceſlots, ard all their Suec- 
eeſſors in the holy Faith, they reecived not; inaſmnch as this 
confiſted in a flare of perfefion which they eonld not re- 
ceive, till they were incorporated into the ſociety of Be- 
leevers, undet the Difpenſation of the Goſpel, and New Te. 
Ramen, for whom it was chiefly and prineipally intended . 
without whom, aohe of all theſe were in a capacity to re. 
ecive this petfeR eonſummation, and blifſe, So that here, the 
enquiry 
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enquiry will be,; Fir, hat war the Promiſe which they re- 
ecived not? hat the proviſion made for w ? What the full 
perfeltion of al, both them and wu ? | 

But becauſe enc Reſolution will ſatisfie all theſe Demands, 
and Interrogatories; And the elearing any one of the three, 
will be the deeifion, and finall dererminacion ef the refs : 
Therefere I ſhall return onely ore Anſwer to the Queries ; 
yet in order thereunts, I ſhall give you the (everall eonje- 
Rares and judgements, which I find is this inflance ; declare 
what 1 eonecive moſt ratienall and ſatisaRery, allowing to 
others the ſame liberty, which I challenge to my ſelte, to 
rake what they like beſt, or onght to dee, according to the 
Rulesof Art and Religion : And there are feure (everall Opi- 
nions in this Point, 

The firſt, and in my conceit, the worſt, as being meerly 
conjecturall, and phantaſticall, is the received interpretation, 
and common Tenet of the preſent RowſÞ DoBFors, who afficrne, 
That theſe received not the promiſe, becauſe immediately after 
death, they were not received inte Heaves : But (as they fan- 
ey) the ſeparated foules of theſe faithfull ones, departed into « 
ſubterrancou place, bordering npen the confines of Hell, or ra- 
ther, the npper, or higher Regiou of Hell, which they call, 
Linbus Patrum, where they Were it durance, and detaived 
Prifoxers, watill Chrifls Aſcention into Heaven ; whereupon 
haiving reecived their liberato and diſmifſiov, they were re- 
£cived and admitted into the Seat of Gloty, Whereas Belec- 
vers under the Goſpel, have an higher Priviledge thereby, 
even to paſſe immediately after their departure into Hea- 
ven, 

This is their Reſolution; Bur in trath, what meacures or 
degrees of felicity | theſe «ll } received by Chriſts Aſcention; 
or what immunitiesor liberties, is not the poſtulate, or mat- 
ter of inquiry here; For it will be granted, that they reeci- 
ved larger favours, then before were indulged to, or allowed 
them ; and that thereby their joyes and felicities were en- 
erealed and multiplyed. For if the Angels themſelves ob- 
tained by Chritts comming into the World an addition and 
: augmentation 
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"+" "PWR Concluſion.” _—_ 
angmentation of light and knowledge (Ind ſd ecnſequently 
of glory and happineſle, as the Apoſtle very pobtively afhrmes 


they did, Eph. 3. ro, that new, &c, then ve need: not ſcruple; 
OE ſomb accidental meaſures 
tO give to the Soules of Belcevers, ſome accidenjalkyneatures 


and increments of felicity thereby ; neither gan it be any. 
prejudice to the Faith, ro acknowledee, that God would, and 
did perfeRt their beatitudes and bliffe ar divers times, and in” 
different degrees, (for their blifſe was not completed, mn! & 


ſewwcl, altogether, and at onee,) and that the moſt eminent, 


Privcipall, and nobleft perfeQicn was reſerved for this great. 
{olemnitcy of Chrifts ReſurreRion and Aſcention : And yet 
further, it may be granted as very probable, that the degrees 
of future happineſſe ſhall be proportiened te the meatures 
and cegrees of Grace and Revelaticn which God hath re= 
ſpectively, and in ſeverall ſneceffions imparted to his Church.” 
And if fo, then it will follow, That as eonfeſlediy God hath 
exhibired greater abundance of Revelation and Grace nn 
the Beleevers under the Goſpel, then to thoſe nnder the Law ; 
ſo.choſe fha!l he-partakers of higher Formes or Seats of happi- 


-neflc, then {theſe al ).could, Neither doe theſe liberall con- 


ceeflions any whit advantage the Romariſts periwaſion or-con- 
ceit, becauſe they no way conclude or infer their Pefition 
for they peremptorily exclude the Soules of {theſe af} from 


Heaven ; and nor onely fo, but keep rhem under reftrainr, 


confine, & ſhut them up in under ground, Vaults. and Cells,not 
far from Me!l, And this Poſition we reje®, as contrary to an 
Old Teſtament Revelation, Ecel. 12, 7, the firit returns unto 
Goa who g:we it : Which words of - the Wiſe Man, theugh 
they doe not in terminis terminantibmus, expreſſe Language 
determine whether their Soules return to God mediately or 
immediately upon their ſeparation ; yet the context makes 
the meaning plain, and the Texc a clear proof of their imme- 
diate returp.; for as the duſt, immediate)y after the departure 
of the Soule; returns to what it was: even lo the Sonule zfter 
Its divorce from the Body, retorns immediatcly to its Creator. 
And this is alſo agreeableto Gads juſt and gracicns dealings 
with bis choſen in all Generatiops ; to reward the work of 

bs | Faith, 
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Fatth, laboui of love, patience of hope ; to order and ap: 
point to-Travellers, when at their Joutayerend, their reRitg 
place; To Runners, when their Courſe is finiſhed; the Prize; 
To Croyn- hit Souldiers; who have fought the good fight of 
Faith, with Glory; To rective his Servants, when they pet- 
formed their #wty; und done their work; inte his prefente, 
and to enter them inte their Mafters joyes; ſettle #hd poffeite 
his Children of cheir Inheritance; which refling Place, Prize, 
Crown'sf Glory, Glorions Preſenee, Joyets, and Inheritavee, 
hath dcen purchaſed and bought, and ſo demiſed and gramed 
"to the (theſe all) in this place," as well as to the fugcreding 
"Sevterations.. For althongh then Chrit'had not afrely [uffe- 
red, and ſo they not attnally ranſomed , yer even then (be 
being the Lambe ſlain before the Fonndation of the World) Ee- 
ally, or in the Eye of che Law, or rather-of the juſt Judge 
and Soveraigne Lord, he did ſuffer, and they were Redermed; 
.inaſmnth as God had Decreed, that ſativfaRtion made en the 
'Croffe- ro his- Juſtice, ſhon!ld be as available to them, to us : 
_ and the merits of Chriſts death, as imputable co rhe, 3s to us; 
And upon that account God accepted [theſe #/]?) as his Reder- 
"med ones; Evenas an honeft Creditor will releaſe his Debtor, 
when a faithfull Solvent, Sarety, 6r wndertaker makes fatiſ- 


ſaion, or gives ſecurity to eomtent, 'and according to defire. 


-and dernand, ' And as Jefws Chriff was yeſterday, and to ey, 
' and for ever, Heb, 1g. ſothe vertue of his death; is Eternall, 
' both 4 parte ante; and # parte poft, is from; and to all Eter- 
nity. Bur beſides all this premiſed, we have exprefſe Byidenee 
\fox eur-Plea and Cauſe; for the precedent Yerſes of this Chap- 
'#67, Where it 15 ſer down in plain Language, that ſome of 
' *{theſe all] had paſſed from Earth to: Heaves ; and particularly 

 iSRanced in Excch, and Elijah ; and its faid of Abraham, 
that he looked for a City ; and that ſure, was a free Privi- 
ledged Place, conſpicuous, eminent, and glorious; not a eloſe 
dark hole or Priſon ; and of the Pat#iarkes, that they aymed 
at, Patriam Caleflew, an Heavenly Country ; and that jaw 
1am ills paratuw, even then prepared for them, Heb. rn. 
10. 16. And hereupon Haymo thus concludes, Nunc vero 
quieſenyy in anirge, in FEI ge? Caleftic, ineffabils te- 
Ws | * ria 
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titia perforentes : It ſeems this coneeir of rhe, preſett Rox. 
niſcr, was not at that tire a Cainolrkg tralh ;- or elle he 
was miſtaken. GOTO ITE INE EDO, 7 
The ſecond is that of ſome of the Anciepr Fathers;: whe 
refert this cours perfefiion to be received, (otely'to the day 


of 'the RefurreF;ow'; ſuppoſing, That no Soules enter incq 


Heaven, or enjoycs the beatificall Viſion, till the-day of the 
general! Reſarce&ion, But althongh che ſouls be extinguiſh. 
ed at the tine 'of their ſeparation from the Body ; yer they 
did lye in ſeeret receptacles, in a profound, or deep fleep, uwn- 
citl the Reſ#rreRion, doing nothing, ſuffering nothing in the 
meau time, but onely the delay of their Glory: For ſo ſome of 
them conceive, That Heaven ſhall not be opened: till the day of 
Jedgement, anleſſs to'a few priviledged perſovr. Arid of this 
epinidn was [rexene, Taft, Marthy, Tertul,” Augrft. Ambroſe, 
Toh: 22; and the Grecke Charch Gill maintains it, The Text 
apon which'they ground this perſwaſion, is, Mpcr. 6.9.10: 11, 


1 ſaw under the Altar the ſonles of them that wore ſlain for ths 


Word of God, Fc, Indeed there are" (everall Expoſitions of 
this place; Some making 1t Allegoricall * Others Figurative, 
&c;” Wharſotver the trac meaning is.; 'Certaiply the Text 
firengly Proves the Immortality of | the humane' Scules, by 
their fublitenco after ſeparated : Bur whether, their Conclu- 
ſion, ler others judge, Jodecd ſome later Divines, have ma. 
teraredtheſuppotion ; Neither with the Romaniſts; dooming | 
their (onles'to "inferior Vaults, if-not infernall: Ner placing 
in ſeveral refling Tecepractes ; yer withall,' allowing them 
no'refidence'in Heaven; the Throne of Gods Glory. But wy 

1 


pretchd \ They ate carried-ivto 4brahams boſome;; or (whie 


$41] one with them) to Paradiſe /thus diftiogniſhing Paradite 


from Heaven; whieh diftinRion they atiempr to prove from 
theſe following pliers of holy Seripture. PFirft, from Lake 23, 
43. To day foalt thou. be with 'me in Paradiſe © From Which 
words, they' thus argae; (how coneludipgly, ler others 
exxmitie;) That Paradiſe muſt needs import 4 Place or Scate 


_ of blefiedneſſe,” becauſe it is promiſed, as a merciful reward 


and favour and this reward, theenjoyment of the" fociety of 
Tefus "yer Hearca it cannot bY, becauſe that'Kin goons p 
nt I: IN pl lſſe 
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bliſſe wit not opened, till Chrift made the firf_entry, and took 
Poſfſefon thereof at his Aſcenfion, when he was ſolemnly inan+ 
gnraredintohisRingly Office: Ando they Expound 'Chriſts 
defcert into'Hell;ro fignifie a Nate of Ceparation, or common 
reeeptable of' Spirits; ſo'that with chem, hoth. are Sears of 
Glory ; butthe'one farrexeelling thetother; And this they in 


tar ſeeone- place firengthen from, z (or, 13, ſuppoſing Saint . 
Par! had iwoRevelations; One, # hen he was. canght np into 


the, third eaves; : The: other, When. into, Paradiſe ; whith 
(ay-they})-was the place from whence: Leu##-his;ſoule was 
ealled bark : But thzt the'chiet and-hiche degree of blifle, 
38 z8erved: forthe laſt day, they infer from: /1as.'r 2; 43.206 
394 34 2:7 im, 4.8, Butithe-now comman;reecived opinion 
(which: 1s 1 1.2dde by way of cenſttre) jg,.That allche ſoules 
of hes faints. departed, +goe;firaightwayes to, Heayen npon 
their. ſeparation. Tothis purpoſe, compare Hebi 10.19. with 
Meb;1.2. 22. 23+: 24: Which words ſeem-to have this ſenſe « 
The ſpirics.of-the juſt could not be perſtA, vhjeſſethey were 
in. Heayen., enjoying. the' ſociety of God, Chriſt, and the 
Apgels; and:by enjoyment of theſe, their being in- Heaven 
Is cancinded.. So, a Cor.s, 1, If. onr. Earthly Tabernacle, & ec. 
then .+xouv,. we have immediately. therenpon,, 6:bwildivg of 
Ged, &c. as ſoon as the Tabernacle is difſolved::Othetwile, 
the Apoſtle would-not have ſaid, [we heave) bury we hope, or 
expect ; and to expe, is but in reference; to a; reverhon ; to 
have, ſuppoles Poſleffion 1. For here, we. hope, for. bleaven; we 


have, izner ;.and here we defire- we may have. For. (oft fol-' 
Tows, VET; 2. In this we yroane, Fc, Tet we-weulg uot bave de- 


ſired. to be. wncloathed, ver, 4. but npon this account and afſy- 
Tance, That as ſoon ax we were nncloathed, we would beeloath- 
ed upop, that mortality might be (wallowed-ap of life, And 
ſarther, yet, ie are willing to be abſeut from the Bogy, that we 


Henes. St. Pavk'faith;Pbil, x, 23, 1 defire to depart, avd:1o þ 
with Chrift- Ang St; Srepbes, when he dyed, thus Prayed.; 


wigh: be preſent with the Lord, ver. $. of 'the lapis.Chaprgs 
be 


* . 


Lord leſws receive my fririt, ARts 7. 59, and hePrayed ſo, be- 


-eauſe he belceved (for this was a Prayer of Faith) 1oſms world 
FOTO TY | "Es |  Ceceive 
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receive bus Spirit, Burt ſuper totam materian,-we-ſhalk anon 


find, ax hath: been proved, and ſha}l "be farther, rhar waving 
the ſuppoſition npon which this ſeeend judgement is given, 
ic. yet. comes neer the mark, and rhe trath, if ic be nor'the 
ecath it ſelfe. And therefore-we paſle tothe third, ' -- 
.- Thethird, is that, which is commonly aflerted by moſt of che 
Writersof che Reformed Churches, who apprehend this pro. 
| miſe co relate to Chriſts Incarnation ; and with theſe, the 
words are thus Paraphraſed (they obtarmed not\the promiſes} 
that is, The promiſed Meſfas had not in their times afſumed 
the, humane nature,and become fleh : So Bren, Nox obtiunc- 
rum, they obtained-nor ; that is, Emini viderun Chriſtun, 
they looked for Chriſt ro come ; they ſaw him, as Abrahaw 
afar off: So Major, Nov ſunt conſecnts 'promifſipnem,- VIZ, pro. 
muſſunm ſemen muliers ; the promiſed Seed of the Woman ': 
And ſo. Calviz,;: [wnixs, Piſcator ; and certainly, their judge- 
ment : hereit».is true ; the diſpenſatiov under-Chrift, more 
elorious, thewthat under.the-Law, and greater-perfeRtions re< 
ceived, and- better. provifion mage. by Chrifts comming, then 
was before ; inſomuch, that our Saviour afirmeth the Diſciples 
bleſſed, 'Becexſe their Eyes ſaw,cc. Luke to, 23.24. And Saineg 
Pant tells. us; God manifeft in the fleſh, is the great AMyftery 
of godlineſſe, 1 Timm; 3.16. 'Yet (under ſubmiflion. co greater 
jadgements) T'conceive this not ſa full, and home, at togive 
defiredfarisfaRion te a punttuall examiner, nor ſo pertinent 
ra.the ApoRies Text; for though Chrift, who was perfeBted 
here himſelf; Feb. 7.28,: 4nd did perfeft far ever them that are 
ſanftifed; Heb: 10:24. 1 Per. 1.0, 12.did cometeperfelF what food 
need thereef; | Vet ſomewhat more then Chrilis.Tnearnation is 
requircd to otr perfeftion; and our perfection did not ſolely; 
nor-.properly. conkſt in Chriſts comming; buc by thoſe as 
and ſufferings he was fitted and prepared for by aſſuming 
onr: fleſh) And now we will confider the fenrth, kts 
The fourth +43 that of. Sc.',Chryſof omee;and/ forme Ancients ; 


5 


and followedalſo by ſome -hter Expoſitors; They ebreimed inor 


the promiſes; that is; the Refurreftion of the fleſh : And fo 
this falls in this seſpeK with the ſceohd ; the onely difference 
HE | FE being 


The... Concluſion: 


Aeipg this, Thatthe ſecond, { appo; ed nor the ſeparated foutes to. 


be in Heaven; thisſuppoſcstagm in Heaven : bat ro.ceceive the 
;QOPRN ef bliſe,at the day of the Reſurre&jon of all fleſh, 
whigh-ivthe perfeRtion of the whole Charch, & every partienlar 
member ; who-as before, at the day of their death, had a privace 
pardon ; ſoarthar day ſhall further obtaina pablique promulea- 
'tien thereof, whoſe ſoules thongh they be ina condition of 
bleNNednefle ; yer. till then, they want theit Coxſwmmutam eſt, 
'the eonſarnmation of this bleſſedneſſe, 'heth ext#u#/i2t, in re- 
ſpeX of their intire fate, the body nat till-ehen, being'zyes 
yaiied.to.the ſoule; and probably, swtexfve:; too, in reſpe&; 
of meaſures.and degrees of blifle, the ſonle nor till. chen. has 
ving.ſpclearea Viſion of God, as ic ſhall have hereafter ;. as, 
may appear by thoſe prementioned places, Za. 13, 43. and: 
259 JZ4o', N T im. 4. *7 - 8. and this we Pray for, when we 
ſays :T hy Kingdome come: or, Come Lord leſw, come quickly : 
Or with our Mother the Church, That ws, 4nd: ab other: de+ 
parted-in the. Barth. of thy holy name, may have anr. perfef# cone 
[ammetion: of. blefſodneſſe in thine euerlaſiing Kingdom, So-thas 
with.cheſe,' the-proviſon. here made,and.the-perfeRion-here 
afigned, is not preſenc, but future 5 To:which;parp6ſe,. it is 
obſervable. there-is a twoetold provifion, or.perfedtion of the 
Body ,.che, Church. One. (4s I,may,terme it) mericorious, 
which was the perfet# oblation of. our : Redgemer ; and: fo: this 
perfeFiiow and proviſion here was procured, and. purchaſed: by 
the. price of-his blood on the Croſſe. The othef is formalliand 
Goalls which is che ſeizure and . poſſelhon 6f* thee parthace, 
avd. the happy .conſequant. thereot, the advancement of: ouy 
being into the; bigheſt. pirch, of. perfe@ox, and exeelencyiour 
nacure is-capadle of; and chis we obrain-not, tillcbe laſt days 
when both Soules and Bodies ſhall .be-compleatly; glorified 
vith Chrift our Head : The for mer is the. perfyG#:enof 'the 
meads; The: later, of the End. And that this lacter is here 
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1+ ,; The, defigne of the Apo Hle in this Chaprer, which was 
nor..to a dminiger.comfort to, their Senſes againſt :theguilt,of 
h9, and, 1eri0rs of 2, tender, Conleienee, (for:he: had thappily 
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The Concluſion. 
perfeFied this work in the forc-going Chaptert,) but frengrhen 
and comfort them againſt thoſe miſeries and ealamities they 
endured for the Name of Chriſt. And the gronnd of this 
comfort, he. fercheth from their hope of glory and reward at 
the laſt, Heb, 10.34. 36.and 38. ver. and ver. 1. of this Chaps 
ter ; co2$rmedand illuftrated by the Faith of "the Patriatks, 
ver, 16. and: of Moſes, ver, 26. all which ſhew, that che feli- 
city here preſented to them in oppoſition to, abd remedy for 
their prefent eaſamities, was a facure eternall felicity, * 
2, The expreffion here uſed ſeems alſo to imply this; for 
he hath qualified this promitſe, by Riling it, 4 promiſe belong 
ing to our profeſſion, to our. patience, to the recompence of "rea 
ward, cap. 10,VEr. 23, 25+ 35+ and 36. and this relates hot to 
his firſt comming; but ro his-laft, when he ſhall (ecrle his 
Churetin the pon of his glorious Kinodom, fdnd' 1s fors 
mally expreffed; the obtaining of a better Refarrolton, yer. ied 
of chis Chapter, Fexa Annort,'on 7ohn 14. 
| © 3. Other places bf Seripture aſcribes the perfeQion, and 
grounds the'ehicle hope of the Church on the ReſurreFio ; 
and the word: "here uſed (perfeFed) is in Jobs 17.23, uſed to 
denote the meft eminent and full felicity ; and the Reſurre» 
Rio is called therefore, the hope of the promiſe, AQts23.6.and 
24. 15-' bur moſt clearly «Als 26,6. 7.8.ver. and ſo the hope 
of Iſracl, riot to him (fo called) | in his perſon onely, bot to all 
the.- Boſterity z of Iſrael, (that is) all the true Iſraelites; and 
upon this accotinr; God tiles himſelfe, che God of Abraham, 
wer;16, of this Chapter, becauſe by this Abraham yet tives ; 
for God # 1168 the God of, Oc, and chus (cheſe all) are expe- 
Qants, notenjoyers; probztioners, nor poſſeſlors - for (theſe 
al} Joh. for, but t G, obtained nov; yet hereafter fhall, 
"4: We'have x further confirmation of this, from theſe 
lowing Reaſons, 
' Mar is a compound of Seule,and Body ; and ſo man; 
the ſuppoſ rwhi cannot be perfelted, whilft they are both; ſepa- 
| ated ; but J# ro feeeive his perfeffion, when they both ſhall 
' be united; atid this cannot betil! che ReſurreBion! 
2. The Covenant 6f Grace is made t© the yhole man; 1 
tAat 


The - Concluſion; 


that the+Seripture, comparatively ſeems nor to eſteeme of 
that felicity. which the ſeparated Soule enjoyes in Heaven ; 
bceauſe, A 

-. I... One part of man, all that intervall, is under the power 
of the laſt Enemy, Death. 

2. The happineſfſes of the Soule, ſhall probably be both 
mulciplyed and heightened, at the re-nnion of the ſeparated 
parts; by, a ſuper-addition of glory, or degrees thereof, Kew, 
19. 6.7.8. At 3. 21. then ſhall be tbe time of refreſhing, of 
reſtitution; then (theſe all} and all we fince;ſhail be perfetted, 
atta:ll partekers of that fuluej” of Glory, which s« promiſcd, 
asxd provided for the whole Body of Beleevors, 

There is a fifih conjetuie, which I lately met with in a 
Learned and judicious [aterpreter ; The perfettion bere, was 
£0 have the Promile made to Abraham; \Gen. 22. 17.' mads 
200d to them 1a the ntmoſ} extent, The Jewiſh: Charch was 
perſecuted and deſtroyed ; the Chriſtian may be perſecuted, 
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cagnot be deftroyed : that is, the Candleſtick-may be removed, * 


the Candle cannot be extingenifhed ;-the Kingdom of God 
may be tranſlated, it eannot he conquered » Bur [prefer the 
fourth, and leave the whole to. Geds bleſag, > 


The Prayer, | 
Or all goodneſſe, who baf# abundantly furnifled m 


\ # with watter. of Prayſe, with 4 rieh treaſure of Grace in 
telus Chriſt ; make #s followers of bim, 41nd of : (theſe all:) und 
| #1 thoſe who have fought the good fight .of Faith, that we m»sy 

fallow alſo their boly Faith, and with thers be partakers of "4 
glorious Reſarrell ion, to have our perfef# conſummation a”d 
hUfſe in thy, Heavenly Kingdew : Even ſo: come Lord Jeſus; 
rome quickly, eAmen, Amen, ; 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
holy Ghoſt * As 1t was 1n the beginning, IS ROW; 
© a8d ever {hall be : «Amen, *. 
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